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HE Centennial Committee expresses its appre- 

ciation and thanks to Mr. P. Kennedy Reeves, 
Rev. Charles L. Cureton, Rev. R. Clyde Smith, 
Mr. Fred H. Bateman, Mrs. Clarence R. Keen, Mrs. 
Walter McWhorter, and to the pastors and others 
in all our churches, for their valued assistance and 
co-operation, and to the Presbyterian Historical 
Society, of Philadelphia, which supplied many im- 
portant records. 


Many of the facts of earlier history have been 
collected from “The Outline History of the Pres- 
byterian Church in West or South Jersey,” by Rev. 
Allen H. Brown, D. D.; Dr. Beeseley’s “Sketch of 
Cape May County;” “Historical Collections of New 
Jersey;” Webster’s “History of the Presbyterian 
Church in America;” and Dr. F. W. Loetscher’s 
“Fifty Years;” to all of which we acknowledge our 
indebtedness. 





COHANSEY MONUMENT 
FAIRTON, N. J. 


Erected June 15, 1909, by the Presbytery of West Jersey on the site 
of the earliest Church of the Presbyterian order within the bounds of the 
Presbytery. 

This monument was erected in accordance with his own design and 
under the supervision of Mr. P. Kennedy Reeves, who is standing by it. 

Mr. Reeves has been for many years a member of the Historical Com- 
mittee, and Treasurer of Presbytery from 1902 until the present time. 





REV. GEORGE WASHINGTON JANVIER, D. D. 


First Moderator of the Presbytery of West Jersey 
November 5, 1839 - October, 1840 
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Rev. George Washington Janvier, D. D. 


A member of the Presbytery of West Jersey 
1839 - 1865 


First Moderator of the Presbytery of West Jersey 
November 5, 1839 - October, 1840 


It is fitting that a tribute be paid to the one who served as the first 
Moderator of the Presbytery of West Jersey at its organization in Bridgeton, 
New Jersey, on November 5, 1839. 

George Washington Janvier was born January 22, 1784, at Cantwells 
Bridge, Delaware. His ancestors were French Huguenots who had fled from 
France to Holland because of religious persecution. From thence they had 
removed to Delaware. 

In his twenty-first year he made a public profession of faith in Christ 
by uniting with the Presbyterian Church in New Castle, Delaware. Shortly 
after this, having confirmed his convictions and solemn desires to devote 
his life to the ministry, he became a student at Princeton College. 

Mr. Janvier was licensed to preach by the Presbytery of New Castle 
on September 26, 1810, and was then engaged as a missionary under its care. 
On October 16, 1811, having preached at the Pittsgrove Church several 
months and proved acceptable, he received a Call at the meeting of the 
Presbytery of Philadelphia. He accepted the Call and the Presbytery, having 
sustained his examinations, ordained and installed him as pastor of the 
Pittsgrove Church on May 13, 1812, where he spent his entire ministry of 
nearly forty-seven years. 4 OG 6 

In December 1813 he married Miss Margaret Fries. Six children were 
born to them. 

The church prospered under the leadership of Mr. Janvier. When he 
assumed the pastorate the membership was ninety-eight and at the time of 


. his resignation it was five hundred and forty-seven. His ministry was blessed 


with several precious revivals, in 1842 alone seventy-eight being added to the 
church on confession of their faith. Mr. Janvier was greatly interested in 
every reform for the uplift of mankind. In October, 1847, the Salem County 
Bible Society was organized with the Rev. George W. Janvier as its first 
President. A wise counsellor and faithful friend, it was ever his desire to 


. lead the people under his care into a closer walk with God, while for many 


years he was a consecrated member of the Board of Foreign Missions. 

Besides being the first Moderator of the Presbytery of West Jersey, he 
was Moderator of the Synod of New Jersey, October 21, 1845, to October 20, 
1846. 

In October 1857 Mr. Janvier resigned his pastorate. During the re- 
maining years of his life he preached occasionally to his beloved flock. “In 
1864 Lafayette College conferred on him the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Divinity.” The last public act performed by Dr. Janvier was in assisting 
his successor, the Rev. E. P. Shields, on July 14, 1864, in the laying of the 
corner stone of the present church. He passed to his reward June 9, 1865, 
and his body lies within the shadow of the old church where he expounded 
the Word of Life for so many years. 


“He being dead yet speaketh.” 
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Rev. Allen H. Brown, D. D. 


A member of the Presbytery of West Jersey 
1848 - 1907 


Presbyterial Missionary, 1854 - 1900 


Rev. Allen H. Brown, D. D., was born in New York City, September 23, 
1820, the son of Silas and Olivia Brown. He was educated in the William 
Forrest School in New York City, studied in the University of New York, 
was graduated from Columbia College in 1839, and from Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary in 18438; he also took a year’s postgraduate work in both 
the college and the seminary. 

On April 19, 1840, he was licensed by the Presbytery of New York, and 
for a time was engaged in the work of the American Tract Society; on 
January 5, 1848, he was ordained as an Evangelist by the Presbytery of 
West Jersey, at a meeting held in Mays Landing, N. J., and regarding his 
work as that of an evangelist, or itinerant, or missionary at large, he 
ministered to various churches for longer or shorter periods. 


His most important work, however, was the establishment of churches 
in the Presbyteries of Monmouth and West Jersey. In our own Presbytery 
are the churches at Cape May, Wildwood, Leeds Points, Atlantic City, 
Elwood, Hammonton, Elmer, Woodstown, Swedesboro, and Woodland Avenue 
of Camden, in all of which he was the pioneer. He also assisted in the 
formation or upbuilding of the churches at Mays Landing, Ocean City, 
Waterford, Atco, Berlin, Camden, Third; Haddonfield, and Merchantville, 


Occupying a prominent position in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Atlantic City is a large memorial window erected in his honor, the appropriate 
subject being “The Seed Sower.” 

He was the first President of the Board of Trustees of the Presbytery 
of West Jersey and continued in that office until 1904; he was elected 
Moderator of the Synod of New Jersey in October, 1885; the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity was conferred upon him by Princeton University, June 14, 1905. 

Among his published works are: “A Pioneer in South Jersey,” “An 
Outline History of the Presbyterian Church in West or South Jersey,” 
“The Character and Employments of the Early Settlers of New Jersey,” 
“Historical Sketch of the Synod of New Jersey,” and several smaller works. 

He superintended the raising of money and the erection of a Presby- 
terian Historical Monument in Old Scots Burial Ground and Tennent Church, 
Monmouth County, in 1895, and was foremost in having the Cohansey 
Monument erected on the site of the earliest church within the bounds of 
the Presbytery of West Jersey. 

Dr. Brown was married on August 12, 1852, to Miss Martha A. Dodge, 
of Amherst, New Hampshire, of which union there were born a son and 
two daughters. 

On November 5, 1907, he entered into rest at Montclair, New Jersey, 
having completed a notable service in the advancement of the Kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The funeral services were held from the residence of 
his son, Montclair, N. J., November 7, 1907, his life long friend, Rev. 
Frederick Richard Brace, Ph. D., D. D., delivering the memorial address. 


“A workman that needeth not to be ashamed.” 
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REV. ALLEN H. BROWN, D. D. 


First Presbyterial Missionary, 1854-1900 








REV. FREDERICK RICHARD BRACE, Ph. D., D. D. 
Presbyterial Missionary, 1900-1910 


Rev. Frederick Riebard Brace, Ph.D., D. D. 


A Member of the Presbytery of West Jersey 
1861 - 1910 


Presbyterial Missionary, 1900 - 1910 


Many men have labored within the bounds of the Presbytery of West 
Jersey during its one hundred years of history and have wrought a good work 
in the forwarding of the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. We cherish 
their memories, and rejoice that “their works do follow them,” but of all the 
number who thus have labored none served more effectively nor exerted a 
wider influence than the Rev. Frederick Richard Brace, Ph. D., D. D. 


Dr. Brace was born in St. Johns, Newfoundland, on April 20, 1832, the 
second son of Richard and Mary Stair Brace. His early education was in 
the Grammar School at Harbor Grace, of which a Mr. Roderick was in charge. 


At the age of twenty-one, in November, 1853, he came to the United 
States to make his home, and soon took up his residence in Trenton, N. J. 
While preparing himself for the Gospel ministry he engaged in teaching, 
giving special attention to preparing young men for college. 


In the month of October, 1860, he was examined in a three days’ test 
by the Classis of New Brunswick of the Dutch Reformed Church, and was 
licensed by it to preach the Gospel on October 16, 1860. The strain of the 
examination was so severe that at its close the young man fell fainting 
from exhaustion. 


In June, 1861, Dr. Brace came to the Presbytery of West Jersey to begin 
the labor which proved to be his supreme life work. He assumed charge 
of the church at Elwood, also preaching at Waterford, Pleasantville, and 
Atlantic City. 


He was ordained as an Evangelist by the Presbytery of West Jersey 
on October 29, 1861, that being the date of the organization of the Hammon- 
ton Presbyterian Church of which he was installed pastor on April 16, 1866, 
which date marked the completion of the church building. 


He was installed pastor of the Blackwood Church on March 1, 1867, 
and continued in that pastorate for exactly thirty-one years, until March 1, 
1898, when it was terminated due to failing health. He was made pastor 
emeritus by his loyal people, and continued his residence in that community 
until the close of his life. 


His literary and educational qualifications inspired in him a deep interest 
in education, so that while preaching at Hammonton and Elwood he also 
taught and took part in school affairs. For twenty years, from 1870 to 1890, 
he was Superintendent of the Schools of Camden County, and during his 
administration many advances were made in the program of the schools. 


He was actively interested in the historical organizations of the Church, 
the State of New Jersey, and Camden County, and as Chairman of the 
Historical Committee of the Presbytery of West Jersey was largely in- 
strumental in securing the erection of the “Cohansey Monument,” in the 
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“Old New England Town Graveyard” in Fairton, which marks the site of 
the first Presbyterian Church to be established in West Jersey. 


The missionary spirit was conspicuously revealed in his life, and many 
of the churches in the Presbytery owe their existence to his foresight and 
active interest, viz.: Hammonton, Berlin, Collingswood, Grenloch, Atlantic 
City (four), Camden, Third; Holly Beach (now Wildwood), and Ocean City; 
numerous other churches owe something of their present life to his willing 
assistance. 


From 1900 until the time of his death in 1910 he held the office of 
Presbyterial Missionary in the Presbytery, and gave of his experience and 
wisdom to the aid and direction of the weaker churches. 


His business ability made him a valued member of Presbytery’s Board 
of Trustees of which body he was President from September 20, 1904, until 
his decease. 


He received the degree of A. M. (honorary) from Princeton College 
in 1858, and that of Doctor of Philosophy from: Grant University in 1892 
after examination, and of Doctor of Divinity from the American University 
in Tennessee in 1897. 


Three times he was Moderator of the Presbytery of West Jersey, four 
times he represented Presbytery in the General Assembly since 1870, and 
on October 16, 1894, was given the highest honor within the gift of the 
Synod of New Jersey, being elected its Moderator at its meeting that year 
in the City of Trenton. 


Dr. Brace was married on February 16, 1856, to Miss Emma Foster, of 
Trenton, N. J., and together they completed a happy married life of fifty- 
four years. Of this union there were born four daughters and a son, and 
it was their joy to see these children all married, and to find delight in ten 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. 


He fell asleep on May 5, 1910, leaving a heritage of precious memory 
to his widow, his children and his children’s children. The funeral ser- 
vices were held in the Blackwood Church on Saturday, May 7, 1910, at 
two o’clock, in charge of the Presbytery. The interment was made in the 
adjacent church yard. 


The memory of his life and work abide with us as an inspiration, re- 
minding us that we “must work while it is day.” 


“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.” 
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Order of Service 


AFTERNOON—THREE O’CLOCK 


REV. JAMES A. DONAHUE 
Moderator of the Presbytery of West Jersey, Presiding 


Organ Prelude - - - - - - - += - Mrs. H. G. Wilkinson 
Organist of the First Church, Bridgeton 
The Doxology 


Invocation - - - - - - - - - Rev. James A. Donahue 
Moderator of Presbytery 


Hymn No. 556—“The Church’s One Foundation” 


Scripture Reading—Matthew 16:13-28 - - Rev. H. G. Wilkinson, Ph. D. 
Pastor of the First Church, Bridgeton — Founded 1792 

Anthem - - - - - - - Choir of the First Church, Bridgeton 

Pagcree- = me ee oe oe) Rev. CC. EL Cook 


Pastor of the Fairfield Church — Founded 1680 
Hymn No. 479—“Faith of our fathers! living still” 


Historical Address—“One Hundred Years” - Rev. Addison B. Collins, D. D. 
Former Pastor of the First Church, Bridgeton 
Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of West Jersey 


Prayers = - - - - = - - = = - Rev. William Bullock 
Pastor of the Cold Spring Church — Founded 1714 
Hymn—Anniversary Hymn - - - - - -  Tune—St. Anne, No. 1 
Bemenrennes = = = =, -*% =~» = = =) -Rev. .B, F. Ferguson 


Pastor of the Greenwich Church — Founded 1717 


Organ Postlude - - - - - - - - - Mrs. H. G. Wilkinson 
Organist of the First Church, Bridgeton 
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Order of Service 


EVENING—SEVEN-THIRTY O’CLOCK 


REV. THERON HEWITT 


Chairman of the Centennial Committee of Presbytery, Presiding 


Organ Prelude - - - - - - - - - =Mrs. H. G. Wilkinson 
Organist of the First Church, Bridgeton 


Te Deum - - - - - + - = - = = = = (Dudley Buck) 
Choir of the First Church, Bridgeton 


Invocation - - - - - - - - - = Mr. P. Kennedy Reeves 
An Elder of the First Church, Bridgeton, since 1890 


Scripture Reading—I Corinthians 3: 1-15 - - Rev. Montague White 
Pastor of the Woodbury Church — Founded 1721 


Double Quartette—“Bless the Lord” - - - - - - - -  (Ivanof) 
Westminster Choir College, Princeton, N. J. 


Prayer - - - - - - - = Rev. Phillipp H. Mergler, Ph. D. 
Pastor of the Pittsgrove-Daretown Church — Founded 1741 


Hymn No. 553—“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 


Greetings from the Synod of New Jersey - Rev. David W. Berry, D. D. 
Moderator of Synod 


Double Quartette—‘O Sing Unto the Lord” - - - . (Hassler) 
Westminster Choir College, Princeton, N. J. 


Address—‘‘Making the Past a Success” - - Rev. Lewis §. Mudge, D. D. 
Stated Clerk Emeritus of the General Assembly 


Prayer. (=). (6m. se) Me = ee Clyde Smith 
Pastor of the Blackwood Church — Founded 1750 


Hymn No. 445—“Onward Christian Soldiers” 


Benediction... = <= -. ~<a 505 Irving Maxwell 
Son of a former pastor of the First Church, Bridgeton 


Organ Postlude - - - - -.- - =| «= Mrs, H. Go Wille 
Organist of the First Church, Bridgeton 
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Anniversary Hymn 
\pay 


Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the Organization 
of the Presbytery of West Jersey 
NOVEMBER 6, 19389 











Tune—St. Anne C. M. 


O God, our Father, Lord of all, 
For evermore the same, 

We praise Thee for Thy boundless love 
And magnify Thy name. 


One hundred years have joined the past 
While time sped on its way, 

Thy guiding hand has led us on 
To this Centennial Day. 


We then were but a feeble folk, 
A thousand souls or less, 

Now fifteen thousand raise their voice 
Thy Holy Name to bless. 


We thank Thee for the pioneers 
Who laid foundations sure— 

In Christian faith, and life, and work— 
That ever will endure. 


“The harvest fields are whitening fast, 
The laborers are few,” 

Grant to us each abundant grace, 
That we Thy work may do. 


Pour out Thy blessing on the world, 
Hasten that day to bring, 

When earth shall echo with the praise— 
Of Jesus Christ—the King. 


—-ADDISON BERG COLLINS 
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
A Brief Historical Sketch 


The Presbytery of West Jersey 
Since Its Organization 


November 5, 1839 - November 5, 1939 


By the Rev. Addison Berg Collins, D. D. 


History is an echo of the past, a voice of warning concerning the errors 
made, a voice of inspiration concerning the results accomplished. It is not 
simply the record of a dead past but rather the record of the forerunner 
in time of the present, and as such it calls for the evaluation of its influences 
and effects, and hence it comes to us as a study of vital importance, and 
rightly interpreted will give to us a new vision that we may “take courage 
and go forward.” 

In order to have the right understanding of the history of the Presbytery 
of West Jersey we must consider something of its background, the conditions 
that obtained, the changes that were wrought by the pioneers in Christian 
service, the foundations of truth that were laid, and the bulwarks of faith 
that were established. 

There is much in the early history of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America that is of real interest but far too voluminous 
to be included in a sketch of this character, but in connection with our own 
State of New Jersey and our own Presbytery we would note that the Rev. 
David Brainerd, a native of East Haddon, Connecticut, a member of the 
Presbytery of New York who had been ordained July 11, 1744, labored 
assiduously and effectively among the Indians about Cranberry (Cranbury) 
and Crosswicks from 1744 until 1747, when he entered into rest on October 9, 
1747, in the thirtieth year of his age. 

On April 10, 1747, John Brainerd, a graduate of Yale in 1746, owing to 
the failing health of his brother David, came to labor with the friendly 
Indians at Cranberry (Cranbury). He was ordained by the Presbytery of 
New York early in 1748, and was supported by “The Society in Scotland 
for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge.” In 1760 he was appointed by 
the Synod of New York and Philadelphia the first Synodical missionary to 
labor in New Jersey, and when the annuity of the Scottish Society failed, 
the Synod of New York and Philadelphia repeatedly ordered collections to 
be taken in all of its churches for his support.* In 1777 John Brainerd 
removed to Deerfield, and though never installed, preached there until his 
death March 21, 1781, and his body is interred beneath the church. 

“The proprietors of the Province of New Jersey who had purchased the 
rights of Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret, ceded to the Crown the 
right of government in 1702, whereupon Queen Anne united East and West 
Jersey into one province, and put it and New York under Lord Cornbury.”} 

The term West Jersey was applied to a larger area than in our day 
and seems to have included Burlington and a large part of Warren and 
Hunterdon and all the southern counties of the State. The entire population 


* Minutes of Synod p. 299-300. 
} Historical Collection of N. J. p. 20, 29. 
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of this area in 1702 was approximately 8000. This population was widely 
scattered, Thomas Chalkley, a travelling friend from England, wrote in 
1726 from Cohansey, “I went through the wilderness over Maurice River 
... through a miry, boggy way, in which we saw no house for about forty 
miles except at the ferry.’’* 


Religious and moral destitution were wide spread, and Christian privileg- 
es were exceedingly limited. However the roots of Presbyterianism gained 
a firm setting in some of the earliest settlements that are within the bounds 
of the territory now included in our own Presbytery of West Jersey. 


In the latter part of the seventeenth century a group of families migrat- 
ed from Fairfield County, Connecticut, to West Jersey, and they named 
their settlements Fairfield and Greenwich, after the villages in Connecticut 
from which they had come, and very soon after their settlement in this 
region they established churches of the Presbyterian order. 


The early records of the Cohansey (Fairfield) Church were destroyed 
by fire, but the date of its beginning was approximately 1680, when a log 
building was built along the Cohansey in the “Old New England Town 
Graveyard” at Fairton, and its site is now marked by a granite monument 
erected under the auspices of the Presbytery of West Jersey in 1909, and 
bears the following inscription: 

In memory of the true and good men and women, who 


coming in the seventeenth century, founded here on _ the 
Cohansey the Church of Christ in Fairfield. 


It came under the care of the Presbytery (Philadelphia) 
May 19, 1708. 


This monument is erected by their descendants and the 
Presbytery of West Jersey, June 15, 1909. 


Rev. Thomas Bridges was their minister. 
Signers of the Agreement in Fairfield, June 10, 1697: 


Thomas Jones John Chatfeild 
Jonathan Morehouse John Mills 
Joseph Seeley Thomas Bennett 
Joseph Sayre Joseph Smith 
Robert Dallglesh Thomas Kernes 
Joseph Wheeler Joshua Curtis 
Daniel Westcott John Griffin 
Joseph Grimes Nicholas Johnson 
John Roberts Michael Hanna 
Eleazer Smith John Ogden 
John Bennett Samues Foster 
Samuel Bellnap Edward Lumis 
John Bateman John Smith 


The Agreement referred to in the inscription was “The Cohansey 
Compact” a bond signed in 1697 by twenty-six men, the pioneers and 
founders of the first church in the Province of West Jersey to be recognized 
by the First Presbytery (Philadelphia) in 1708, whereby they bound them- 
selves to forfeit twenty pounds each, if they did not pay the proportionate 
assessment upon their estates for the support of a minister and a school. 

Might we add that some like compact by our church membership of 
to-day would solve many of our problems in the support and extension of 
the Kingdom. 

The history of the Fairfield Church supplies the name of the Rev. Mr. 
Bradnor who served the church from 1680-1695, and was succeeded by the 

* Dr. Beeseley’s Sketch of Cape May County p. 191. 
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Rev. Thomas Bridges who ministered from 1695 to 1702 when he was called 
to Boston. 

Sometime between 1713-1715 the log building was replaced by a frame 
building, in New England style, with shingled sides, and this building served 
as a meeting place for worship until 1780 when the stone building below 
Fairton, now known as “The Old Stone Church” was completed and the 
congregation transferred to it. That building was used continuously until 
1850, and still stands surrounded by the graves of many early settlers in 
this section during the days of American colonization. One of the pastors 
who ministered in this building, and whose name still lingers with us, was 
the Rev. Ethan Osborn who served the church from 1789 until 1844, a period 
of fifty-five years. 


In April 1850 the church building in Fairton having been completed, 
“The Old Stone Church” was vacated and regular services were held in the 
new building continuing to this very hour, and forming a link joining our 
present day Presbyterianism with that of a very early date. Special services 
are still held in the old stone building from time to time reviving the 
memories of the past. 


The COLD SPRING CHURCH, which derives its name from a spring of 
cold water bubbling up in the salt marsh, was established in 1714. 


The original building was a log structure, the second built in 1761 was 
frame or shingle, the third and present building was erected in 1823, of 
imported red brick, by reason of which it is called “The Old Brick Church.” 
It is interesting to note that the third manse is also in use to-day. 


The first pastor was the Rev. John Bradner, a native of Scotland, who 
was ordained May 6, 1715, and remained until 1721 when he removed to 
Goshen, Orange County, New York. 


During a period of years the church had the service of “travelling 
ministers.” From 1752 the pastorates have been practically regular with 
one outstanding ministry in length of service, viz.: that of the Rev. Moses 
Williamson who served the church for forty-four years from 1829 until 1873. 


This church, too, is still actively engaged in the work for which it was 
established, and is carrying on an effective ministry. 

A local historian writing of the church at GREENWICH says, “It is 
very probable that a Presbyterian Society had been formed by the year 
1707 or earlier, as the Rev. Mr. Black, the first pastor, is known to have 
removed to Lewes, Delaware, in 1708, after which the church was without a 
regular pastor until 1728.” 

Rev. Allen H. Brown, D. D., in his Historical Address in 1865 writes, 
“The earliest records of Greenwich are supposed to have perished in the fire 
which consumed the parsonage in 1839. There still exists a copy of a deed 
of gift (March 24, 1717) whereby Jeremiah Bacon conveys an acre of land 
for the people called Presbyterians on the north side of the Cohansey, to 
build and establish a meeting house for the public worship of God.”* 

In 1728 the Rev. Ebenezer Gould was installed as pastor. A small 
wooden building housed the congregation at first, but during the pastorate 
of Mr. Gould the congregation was so largely increased that in 1735 a new 
brick building was erected. During the pastorate of the Rev. Samuel 
Lawrence from 1824 until 1847, the present church edifice was built, the 
corner stone being laid on May 7, 1835. 

* Rev. Allen H. Brown’s History of West or South Jersey p. 11. 
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This church is still carrying on its work in the Kingdom, and is another 
link of our Presbytery to the days of long ago. 


Other churches of an early date that continue as beacon lights in their 
communities are as follows: 


In the record of THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT WOODBURY, 
we find that on August 10, 1721, John Tatem deeded an acre of ground to 
William Allen and others. This was the site of the first building, and 
included the present old graveyard. 

The church was small in numbers and was ministered to by itinerant 
supplies until 1751 when the Rev. Benjamin Chestnut became the first pastor 
in connection with the congregation of Timber Creek, now Blackwood. 


PILESGROVE, now PITTSGROVE, as early as 1720 received supply 
ministers from the Presbytery of Philadelphia. In 1737 Rev. Gilbert Tennent 
and George Whitefield are said to have preached there to two thousand 
souls. The church was organized April 30, 1741. The Rev. David Evans, a 
native of Wales, a graduate of Yale, was the first pastor, serving also the 
church at Quihawken, now Penn’s Neck. 


In DEERFIELD a log church was built in 1737, the first pastor to be 
installed was the Rev. Andrew Hunter on September 4, 1746, and served in 
connection with the church at Greenwich. 


A stone building was erected in 1771 during the pastorate of the 
Rev. Enoch Greene who remained with the church until his death on 
December 2, 1776, and his body was interred beneath the church. Mr. 
Greene’s successor was the Rev. John Brainerd, a brother of David Brainerd, 
and his brother’s successor as missionary to the Indians. He became 
minister in 1777 and continued as such until his death in 1781, when his body, 
too, was interred beneath the church. 


In an interesting old church record of 1795, during the pastorate of 
the Rev. John Davenport, we find in a list of sixty-four persons admitted to 
church membership two names given without surnames, simply Jack and 
Tom. They were slaves of Nathan Leake, for New Jersey was then a slave 
State. 


The stone building was enlarged in 1856 and still stands in its beautiful 
rural surroundings, and worship is regularly maintained. 


The church at the HEAD OF TIMBER CREEK, now BLACKWOOD, 
had its beginning prior to 1750, and on November 7, 1750, the Rev. Benjamin 
Chestnut, a member of the first class graduated from Princeton College, 
was called to the pastorate, and remained for about two years, then for a 
number of years the church had only intermittent supplies. In May 1767 
Mr. Chestnut returned as pastor, serving also Woodbury and Longacoming 
(Berlin) congregations until his death in 1775. 

The church’s longest pastorate was that of the Rev. Frederick R. 
Brace, Ph. D., D. D., who served the church from March 1, 1867, until 
March 1, 1898, a period of thirty-one years. Dr. Brace was not only 
minister to his own congregation but rendered valuable missionary service 
in many sections of the Presbytery. 

In 1774 the people of BRIDGETON, then a community of about three 
hundred persons, determined to build a house for public worship. The 
Revolutionary War delayed the project until 1788 when it was revived, and 
in 1792 the church building now known as “The Old Broad Street Church” 
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was erected. The Rev. William Clarkson was ordained and installed in 
1794 and served the church in connection with Greenwich. Worship was 
regularly held in this building until 1835 when the church known as “The 
First Presbyterian Church” was built on North Laurel Street, and the 
congregation removed to it, in which services have been regularly maintained 
ever since. It was in this building in which we are gathered to-day for 
the Centennial Anniversary that the Presbytery of West Jersey was or- 
ganized on November 5, 18389. 


Other churches, or at least early groups of the Presbyterian order, 
existed in Axwamus now Gloucester in 1720 when the Rev. John Clement 
was employed to preach there; Quihawken now Penn’s Neck, in connection 
with Pilesgrove now Pittsgrove, called the Rev. David Evans in 1741. 
Logtown on Lower Alloway’s Creek had a church in 1750 supplied by the 
Rev. Nehemiah Greenman; the church at Longacoming (Berlin) was also 
of this period. 

These churches few in number were widely scattered, and owing to the 
poverty of the times and the scarcity of ministers were only partly supplied. 


During these early days the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America had begun its organization, and in 1705 the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia, the first Presbytery in the new world, was organized consisting 
of seven ministers; in 1716 the membership of the Presbytery had increased 
to nineteen ministers, and Presbytery determined in “the interest of religion” 
to divide itself into subordinate meetings or Presbyteries, viz.: the Presby- 
tery of Long Island embracing the province of New York; the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia including East and West Jersey and so much of Pennsylvania 
as lay north of the Great Valley; and all the other churches included in the 
Presbytery of New Castle. 

The first Synod, composed of members of these three Presbyteries met 
in Philadelphia on the 17th of September, 1717. One of the important 
actions of that first Synod was the beginning of “a fund for pious uses, to 
which yearly contributions were made by the congregations; by it they aided 
feeble churches, assisted in building places of worship, and relieved the 
widows of their deceased members.’’* 

In 1738 the Synod passed an act which required that before licensure 
a candidate must present a college diploma, or a certificate from the examin- 
ing committee of Synod. For several years preceding this action there had 
been a divergence of views as to the educational requirements of its ministers. 
A large proportion of its ministers were of foreign birth and education, 
and were strong in their demands for a full term of study; the native 
ministry were for the most part from New England and insisted more on 
experimental piety owing to the needs of this new land. These two parties 
of divergent views came to be known as the “Old Side” or “Old Lights” and 
the “New Side” or “New Lights.” 

The Presbytery of New Brunswick disregarded the action of the Synod 
in 1738 and an open rupture took place in 1741, and the Presbyteries of New 
Brunswick, New York, and a part of the Presbytery of New Castle withdrew 
in 1745 and organized the Synod of New York, a “New Side Synod.” This 
breach continued until 1758 when the “New Side” and “Old Side” Synods 
were united as the Synod of New York and Philadelphia. 

This division in the Synod is of interest to us as a Presbytery for as 
Rev. Allen H. Brown, D. D., has recorded in his “History of West Jersey 

* Webster’s History p. 95. 


20 


Presbytery,” “Upon the death of the pastors of Fairfield and Pilesgrove, 
all the Presbyterian Churches in South Jersey came under the ecclesiastical 
supervision of the Presbytery of New Brunswick, and when the Synod of 
New York was organized in 1745, then or soon afterwards, all these churches 
looked to the Synod of New York, the ‘New Side Synod,’ as the highest 
ecclesiastical tribunal.’”’* 


Following the reunion of the Synods the Church grew and prospered, 
and the years from 1785 to 1788 were given to careful preparation for the 
adoption of a Constitution. In 1788 the Presbyteries had increased to 
sixteen distributed in the four Synods of New York, Philadelphia, Virginia 
and the Carolinas. 


In contrast with this general growth Rev. Allen H. Brown, D. D., tells us, 
“Brom the commencement of the Revolutionary War until 1820, a period of 
forty-five years, we know of no effort to extend the Presbyterian Church in 
West Jersey with the exception of the church in Bridgeton in 1792. 


“The Brainerd churches at Longacoming, Wading Creek, Clark’s Little 
Log Meeting House, Clark’s Mill Meeting House, and others now unknown, 
were neglected, abandoned and passed into oblivion. Penn’s Neck and 
Logtown Churches also had disappeared.’’} 

The first General Assembly composed of commissioners (ministers and 
elders in equal numbers) from the Presbyteries met in the First Church, 
Philadelphia, in May, 1789. The churches reported were four hundred and 
nineteen, and ministers one hundred and seventy-seven. 


In those early days, says Webster, “in Presbyterian settlements it was 
rare to find one who could not read and did not possess a Bible .. . Family 
instruction was not neglected; the catechism was gone through on Sabbath 
by parents, children and servants; sermons were repeated and the points of 
doctrine duly compared with the Scripture. 

“The congregations were divided into portions called ‘quarters,’ each of 
which was committed to the charge of an elder, and the people in each 
quarter were gathered at suitable and oft recurring seasons at some con- 
venient point, ... and old and young were soberly, carefully and at length 
catechised. 

“The Presbyteries visited the congregations, taking first the minister 
by himself, and asking him had he performed the duties of preaching, visit- 
ing and catechising, had the elders discharged their duties, and had the 
people hearkened to the Word and submitted to Godly discipline. 

“He being put forth the elders were called in and questioned concerning 
their minister’s doctrine, life, diligence and faithfulness; as to the extent 
to which they labored in their quarters, and how the people deported them- 
selves toward those who were over them in the Lord. 

“Lastly, the people were called in to answer by their representatives, 
they were asked how the people were satisfied with their minister and with 
the elders, and how they performed their stipulation for his support.’ 

Perhaps a revival of some of these old customs would prove helpful 
in our own day and generation. 

On August 12, 1820, The First Presbyterian Church in Maurice River 
Township was organized at Port Elizabeth, and shortly after removed to 


* Rev. Allen H. Brown’s History of West or South Jersey p. 23. 
+ Rev. Allen H. Brown’s History p. 40, Al. 
~ Webster’s History p. 121-122. 
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Millville and became The First Presbyterian Church of Millville; on July 14, 
1821, the church at Salem was organized; and on October 238, 1838, the First 
Church of Cedarville was organized; all of these churches became affiliated 
with the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 


On Tuesday, November 5, 1839, in the First Church, Bridgeton, N. J., 
the Presbytery of West Jersey was organized with ten ministers and thirteen 
churches. 


The following is a part of the Minutes of that first meeting of Presby- 
tery: “Some of the members of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, . .. desirous 
of a separate organization, . . . on several occasions brought the subject 
before the Synod of Philadelphia; but that body declined each time to 
entertain the proposal. At length, they determined to present their case by 
a petition to the General Assembly of 1839 ... This petition having been 
placed in the hands of the Committee of Overtures, they declined reporting 
the subject of it to the General Assembly, on the ground that the constitu- 
tional course would be first to lay the case before the Synod of Philadelphia 
for their action upon it.’’* 


In accordance with this action the substance of this petition was again 
brought before the Synod of Philadelphia meeting in the Tenth Church of 
Philadelphia in October 1839. After discussion the petition was granted 
with the understanding that there should be no change in their relation to 
the Synod of Philadelphia for the present. 


The Presbytery of Philadelphia in 1839 included the following ministers 
and churches from New Jersey: Samuel D. Blythe, P. Blackwoodtown and 
Woodbury; Benjamin Tyler, P. Deerfield; Ethan Osborn, P. Fairfield; Moses 
Williamson, P. Cold Spring; George W. Janvier, P. Pittsgrove; Samuel 
Lawrence, P. Greenwich; Samuel Beach Jones, P. Bridgeton; Alexander 
Heberton, P. Salem; Buckley Carll, W. C.; and vacant churches at Millville 
and Cedarville; Cortlandt Van Rensselaer, P. Burlington, was a member of 
Philadelphia Second Presbytery; and these together with the vacant church at 
Mt. Holly recently organized, were to constitute the Presbytery of West 
Jersey. 


The following members were present at the first meeting: Ministers— 
Ethan Osborn, George W. Janvier, Samuel Lawrence, Alexander Heberton, 
Benjamin Tyler, Samuel Beach Jones. Elders—Enoch A. More, Bridgeton; 
Ephraim Whitaker, Fairfield; Leonard Swing, Pittsgrove; Seeley Shute, 
Greenwich; Elijah A. Riley, Deerfield; Jeremiah Stratton, Millville; David 
Whitaker, Cedarville. 


The following members were absent: Revs. Buckley Carll, Moses 
Williamson, Samuel D. Blythe, Cortlandt Van Rensselaer (who sent a satis- 
factory excuse) and the Mt. Holly Church. 

The Rev. George W. Janvier, D. D., was chosen Moderator, and the 
Rev. Samuel Lawrence, Temporary Clerk, each for six months, and the 
Rev. Samuel Beach Jones, D. D., Stated Clerk. 

Mr. Janvier, in the name of the Synod, after reviewing the action of 
Synod, announced the Presbytery of West Jersey duly organized. 

Presbytery after completing its usual business, and appointing supplies 
for the vacant churches, adjourned to meet in Cedarville, November 20th, 
1839, for the examination and ordination of Mr. Richard A. Curran. 

* Presbyterial Records, Vol. 1 p. 1-7. 
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From the Minutes of the Presbytery of West Jersey of November 20, 
1839, we have this record: “Mr. Richard Curran was examined at length in 
all the subjects presented in the Form of Government as trials for ordination, 
the examination was sustained, and Mr. Curran exhibited and read in part 
a sermon on John 38:3, the way being clear it was resolved to proceed forth- 
with to his ordination as an evangelist. In the service the individuals 
previously appointed performed the parts assigned them, Mr. Heberton 
preaching a discourse founded on Philippians 1:18.” 

The first report of the Presbytery of West Jersey, made to the General 
Assembly of 1840, showed the following churches, pastors, stated supplies 


and members: 
Ministers Churches Communicants 


Ethan Osborn P. Fairfield 

George W. Janvier P. Pittsgrove 170 

Samuel Lawrence Pe Greenwich 106 

Buckley Carll W. C. 

Samuel Beach Jones Fr. Bridgeton 198 

C. Van Rensselaer P: Burlington 43 

Alexander Heberton ¥r see 105 

Woodbury 61 

Samuel D. Blythe Pe Bisciwood 

Moses Williamson P. Cold Spring 198 

Benjamin Tyler ta Deerfield 85 

Simeon Peck S. S. Millville 23 

Richard Curran S. S. Cedarville 89 
Vv Mount Holly 7 


Licentiates 


Robert Osborn 
Levi Janvier 
totaling twelve ministers, two licentiates, thirteen churches, and a member- 


ship of one thousand and eighty-five. 

The Presbytery of West Jersey came into being at a time of controversy 
in the church which had continued for several years. 

“There was a difference as to Theology, but the more important differ- 
ences had to do with the polity of the church. One party favored co- 
operation with the voluntary societies, such as the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, the American Education Society, and 
the American Home Mission Society, ... the other party maintained that 
the church should conduct her benevolent work both at home and abroad 
by means of her own boards and agencies, two of which, those of Domestic 
Missions and Education, the General Assembly had established, . . . while 
in 1832 the Synod of Pittsburgh had erected the Foreign Missionary Society 
with the purpose of making it national in aim and influence.” (Loetscher 
“Fifty Years” p. 6) 

These differences led in 1837 to the division into two separate bodies 
known as the “Old School” and “New School” churches. 

In the Fall of 1838 the Old Fairfield Church was divided into three 
parts, viz.: The First Presbyterian Church of Cedarville adhering to the 
“Old School;” and Second Presbyterian Church of Fairfield, located at 
Cedarville, being allied with the “New School;” and in May, 1840, the third 
part, the old church at Fairfield, withdrew from the jurisdiction of the 
Presbytery. In 1838 the Second Church of Bridgeton was organized in 
connection with the “New School” body, but was received into the Presbytery 
of West Jersey in 1850. 

In 1890 Mr. Ethan Osborn Thompson, a grandson of the Rev. Ethan 
Osborn, erected a new building for “The Second Presbyterian Church of 
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Fairfield,” which is located in Cedarville, and on November 2, 1890, the name 
of the church was changed to “The Osborn Memorial Church,” in memory 
of Mr. Osborn. 

In 1843 the General Assembly granted the petition of the Presbytery 
of West Jersey to be set off from the Synod of Philadelphia, and attached 
to the Synod of New Jersey. 

In 1849 The Presbytery of Burlington was organized by the Synod of 
New Jersey, taking from the Presbytery of West Jersey the churches of 
Burlington, Mount Holly, and Columbus, with three ministers and one hundred 
and fifty-one members, and the territory of Burlington County. 


During the years from the organization of the Presbytery in 1839 to 
1850, the First Church of Camden was organized September 27, 1840, but 
was temporarily disbanded in 1842, and was re-organized in 1846 under the 
labors of the Rev. Giles Manwaring; churches were also organized at 
Williamstown in 1840; Mays Landing in 1842; Gloucester City in 1847. 


From 1851 to 1875 twenty-two new churches were organized, viz.: 
Tuckahoe, 1851; Cape May, 1851; Leeds Point, 1851; Fislerville (Clayton), 
1853; Woodstown, 1855; Swedesboro, 1855; Cape May Court House, 1856, 
dissolved 1863; Elwood, 1859; Absecon, 1859; Camden, Second, 1860, (united 
with Camden, First, 1923); Hammonton, 1861; Vineland, First, 1863; Water- 
ford, 1866; Atco, 1867; Berlin, 1867; Glassboro, 1867; Bridgeton, West, 1869; 
Bunker Hill, 1869; Atlantic City, First, 1870; Haddonfield, 1871; Merchant- 
ville, 1872; Wenonah, Memorial, 1873. 


In the Minutes of the Presbytery of West Jersey there is recorded that 
upon petition of the First Presbyterian Church of Gloucester, it was trans- 
ferred to the Presbytery of Philadelphia, by the General Assembly of 1853, 
both Presbyteries concurring. (Vol. II, p. 3, Min. G. A. p. 488.) 


In 1859 Camden and the four western townships of Camden County were 
transferred by the Synod of New Jersey to the Presbytery of Burlington. 


The marked advance in church extension during these years from 1850 
to 1875 was largely due to the adoption of the following action by the 
Presbytery in April 1854: 

“In view of the expansion of the missionary field now cultivated by the 
Presbytery, and of the increased demands on the time of the members, and 
in the belief that if the whole work were placed under the special care and 
supervision of some individual, who should be charged with the duties of 
exploring the whole field, selecting suitable places for church efforts, collect- 
ing money for the church edifices, and performing other services, we would 
much more rapidly attain the realization of our missionary schemes, Presby- 
tery resolved to appoint one of its members to devote his whole time to this 
work.” (Minutes Vol. II, p. 25.) 

In accordance with this resolution the Rev. Allen H. Brown was 
appointed Presbyterial Missionary to devote his whole time to the work 
of church extension, and he continued in that service until September 26, 
1900. Mr. Brown had been ordained by the Presbytery of West Jersey as 
an evangelist at a meeting held in Mays Landing, January 5, 1848, and 
regarding his work as that of an evangelist, or itinerant, or missionary at 
large, he rendered valuable service in the extension of the Kingdom. 

It was during this period, viz.: in 1869 the “Old School” and “New 
School” Assemblies held their sessions in New York City. “The ‘Old School’ 
met in the Brick Church, the ‘New School’ in the Church of the Covenant, 
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and the ‘Basis of Reunion’ was approved by both Assemblies, and they 
adjourned to meet in Pittsburgh in November 1869, it being understood that 
if two-thirds of the Presbyteries approved, they should arrange for a meeting 
of a General Assembly of the united church as their legal successor. The 
reunion was consummated at Pittsburgh, November 12, 1869, and the 
Assembly of the united church met in the First Church of Philadelphia in 
May 1870. There were memorable celebrations of the notable event in 
Pittsburgh, and at one of the popular gatherings a resolution was adopted 
to raise a thank offering of $5,000,000, and a committee was appointed to 
take charge of the campaign. The sum finally reported was $7,833,983.85.” 
(Loetscher’s “Fifty Years,” p. 21.) 


On October 29, 1861, a young man, Mr. Frederick Richard Brace, was 
ordained by the Presbytery as an Evangelist, and began his labor which 
proved to be his supreme life work. In the course of the years his abilities 
gained the recognition of the church, and he is held in loving memory as 
the Rev. Frederick Richard Brace, Ph. D., D. D. 

His missionary spirit was conspicuously revealed in his life, and many 
churches of the Presbytery came into being because of. his active interest, 
among them are churches at Hammonton, Berlin, Collingswood, Grenloch, At- 
lantic City (four), Camden, Third; Holly Beach (Wildwood), and Ocean City. 

From 1900 until the time of his death in 1910 he held the office of 
Presbyterial Missionary. 

From 1876 to 1900 twenty churches were organized viz.: Elmer, 1879; 
Jericho, 1800 (dissolved in 1938); Atlantic City, Second, 1882; Green Creek, 
1882 (dissolved 1921); Billingsport, 1885 (removed to Paulsboro 1924); 
Pleasantville, 1886; Janvier, 1886; Camden, Third, 1888 (re-organized 1906); 
Camden, Fourth, 1889, as the German Presbyterian Church of Liberty Park, 
(in 1906 the name was changed to the Fourth Presbyterian Church, Camden); 
Bridgeton, Fourth, 1892 (dissolved 1912); Camden, Grace, 1894; Bridgeton, 
Irving Avenue, 1894; Camden, Calvary, 1895 (united with the First, Camden, 
1924); Hammonton, Italian, 1895 (extinct 1919); Atlantic City, Olivet, 1896; 
Audubon, 1896; Ocean City, 1896; Holly Beach (now Wildwood), 1896; 
Atlantic City, Westminster, 1900; Atlantic City, Chelsea, 1900. 

During the years from 1901 to 1925 there were sixteen churches or- 
ganized, viz.: Haddon Heights, First, 1901; Laurel Springs, 1902; Camden, 
Woodland Avenue, 1903; Collingswood, 1903; Barrington, First, 1908; Camden, 
Westminster, 1908; Vineland, Memorial (Italian), 1908; Atlantic City, Jethro, 
1909; Grenloch, 1909; Woodbury Heights, 1910; West Collingswood, 1915; 
Carney’s Point, 1917; Blackwood Terrace, 1923; Pitman, 1923; Albion, 1924; 
Ashland, 1924. 

From 1926 to 1939, thirteen years, just one church has been added to 
the Roll of Presbytery, Haddon Heights, Bethany, in 1926. New communities 
have developed, other denominations have entered in, but our Presbyterian 
Church as represented in the Presbytery of West Jersey has taken no for- 
ward steps. At the present time the Presbytery consists of 69 Churches, 
72 ministers, 14,147 members, 11,839 in the Sunday Schools. 

Within the bounds of the Presbytery of West Jersey from the year 
1908 until the present time, a period of thirty-one years, there has been 
conducted by the Rev. Robert A. Elwood, on the boardwalk at Atlantic City, 
an independent gospel work with presbyterial approval, that is popularly 
known as “The Boardwalk Church” though without church organization, 
and has carried the Gospel message to many visitors by the sea. 
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In 1850 the Presbytery of West Jersey decided that there was need 
for a high grade Academy for the education of its youth, and as a result 
of that decision an interesting and effective undertaking of the Presbytery 
was the establishment of the West Jersey Academy, located on a beautiful 
elevation in Bridgeton, New Jersey, which was incorporated in 1852, and 
organized in 1854. Its purpose as set forth was “the education of the youth 
of the Presbytery on a thorough moral and spiritual basis.” 


Among those who were foremost in its establishment were the Rev. 
Samuel Beach Jones, D. D., pastor of the First Church of Bridgeton; Rev. 
William Chester, D. D., Secretary of the Board of Education, and the 
Rev. Cortlandt Van Rensselaer, D. D., pastor of the church at Burlington. 


Its work was carried on directly under the care of the Presbytery of 
West Jersey which “reserved to itself forever the right of general super- 
vision, and election of Trustees, and the appointment of a Committee of 
Visitors, and through the Board of Trustees the election of a Principal of the 
Academy.” Its first Principal was Prof. Henry Snyder, A. M., installed 
May 22, 1854, at which time the Charge was given him by Rev. Samuel 
Beach Jones, D. D. 

By the year 1906 it had graduated over five hundred students, and its 
graduates are to be found in all parts of the country and in all honorable 
walks of life. 

In 1912 owing to the development of the Public School system, the need 
for the continuance of the Academy no longer existed, and the property was 
sold to the City of Bridgeton, and is now the site of the Bridgeton High 
School. The proceeds of the sale are the basis of the West Jersey Academy 
Fund held by the Trustees of Presbytery, the income being used to assist 
students in their education for the Christian Ministry. 

The church properties of the Beadle Memorial Chapel, at Cape May 
Point, N. J., and the Presbyterian Church and manse at Avalon, N. J., are 
held by the Trustees of the Presbytery of West Jersey, and during the 
Summer season services are held regularly at each place under the direction 
of special committees. 

Changed conditions in neighborhoods, convenient modes of transporta- 
tion, and other causes have wrought changes. Perhaps some of our or- 
ganizations have fulfilled their usefulness and are no longer needed and 
might well be united with some other work or be discontinued; but at the 
same time new opportunities present themselves, and there is a summons 
as we face the chaos of the world to-day to greater zeal and energy, con- 
secration and devotion, sacrifice and labor for the forwarding of the 
Kingdom of the King—Christ Jesus; and the words of the Rev. Allen H. 
Brown, D. D., spoken in this church on October 3, 1865, come to us as a 
present day message: “Brethren, we have been studying the history of the 
past. Know ye not that we are making history for posterity to study? The 
history of the Presbyterian Church in this region for the next year, and 
it may be for many years, depends, under God, upon your action now. 

“To you, members of this Presbytery, is committed the guidance and 
management of the ark of God. Paul said, ‘Except these abide in the ship, 
ye cannot be saved;’ thus does the doctrine of God’s decrees involve the 
means, and God’s purposes shall not be accomplished without appropriate 
instrumentality.” (Dr. Allen H. Brown’s History of the Presbyterian Church 
in West or South Jersey, p. 53-54.) 


“Let us take courage and go forward.” 
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Moderators of Presbytery, pote rad WSIS KS 


1839, 
1840, 


1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 
1845, 
1846, 
1847, 
1848, 
1849, 
1850, 
1851, 
1852, 
1853, 
1854, 
1855, 
1856, 
1857, 
1858, 
1859, 
1860, 
1861, 
1862, 
1863, 
1864, 
1865, 
1866, 
1867, 
1868, 
1869, 


Nov., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Uet., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct. 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 


George W. Janvier 
Samuel D. Blythe 
Samuel Lawrence 
Moses Williamson 
Ss. CK Kollock 
Richard Curran 
Samuel Beach Jones 
Samuel Miller 

J. J. Helm 

William Graham 


Charles E. Ford 
J. W. E. Ker 
6c 6é 


Allen H. Brown 
T. W. Cattell 
6é (73 
Daniel Stratton 
H. C. Fries 
William E. Baker 
66 ‘ 
John A. Annin 
Daniel Stewart 
S. K. Kollock 
Samuel J. Baird 
6c 6c 
Joseph W. Hubbard 
6é 6“ 
Loring Brewster 
E. P. Shields 
Chester Bridgeman 
“ec 6 
Benjamin S. Everitt 
6c 


R. Hamill Davis 
66 6s 


Nathaniel M. McConaghy 
6c ‘ 


Frederick R. Brace 
6é 79 

J. S. Stewart 

William Cornell 

C. T. McMullin 

Alexander Proudfit 


C. R. Gregory 
6c 6c“ 


* Elder, Bridgeton West 





1870, 
1871, 
1872, 
1873, 
1874, 
1875, 
1876, 
1877, 
1878, 
1879, 
1880, 
1881, 
1882, 
1883, 
1884, 


1885, 
1886, 


1887, 
1888, 


1889, 
1890, 
1891, 
1892, 


1893, 


1894, 
1895, 
1896, 
1897, 
1898, 
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April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct, 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
ct. 
April, 
Oct, 
April, 
Oct., 
April, 
Oct., 


Heber H. Beadle 

F. D. Harris 

W. Bannard 

L. E. Coyle 

W. W. MeNair 

V. D. Reed 

John O. Wells 

R. Hamill Davis 
William A. Ferguson 
Henry Reeves 
Frederick R. Brace 
J. Allen Maxwell 
Thomas S. Dewing 
O. B. McCurdy 
William Elmer, M. D.* 
James K. Wilson 
Heber H. Beadle 
L. C. Baker 

Allen H. Brown 
Edward P. Heberton 
J. deHart Bruen 
Henry L. Mayers 
N. L. Upham 
George L. Smith 
A. Brodhead 
Clearfield Park 
Edward Dillon 
Julius E. Werner 

J. R. Milligan 
John W. Bischoff 
F. D. Harris 

W. V. Louderbough 
Alonzo P. Johnson 
A. P. Botsford 

H. R. Rundall 

F. R. Brace 

H. L. Janeway 

M. C. Woods 
James A. McGowan 
William Boyd 
George W. Tomson 
Clearfield Park 
James Baillie Adams 
William H. Belden 
Sylvester W. Beach 
Alfred J. Snyder 
John Ewing 

David Stevenson 
Edward A. McLaury 
John L. Landis 
William J. Bridges 
John E. Peters 
Arthur W. Spooner 
A. P. Botsford 
Thomas Thompson 
Jo Ce Russell 
Heber H. Beadle 
James M. Cockins 
W. W. Casselberry 
Frederick R. Brace 
Sylvester W. Beach 


1899, April, J. Charles Levengood 1918, April, Eugene H. Mateer 
Sept., George N. Hertzog Pak pee, Hae 
: i; 1914, April, John W. Bishcho 
mia erent fF eyeenice nace 1915, April, William Tatlock 
Se 1916, April, Wallace S. Marple 
1901, April, Robert Westly Peach 1917, April, E. Ray Simons 
Sept., Samuel W. Steckel 1918, April, Addison B. Collins 
1902, April, J. Calvin Krause 1919, April, George Kane 
Sept., George L. VanAlen 1920, April, Judge A. B. Endicottt 
1903, April, Daniel I. Camp Nov., Oscar G. Morton 
Sept., Wm. V. Louderbough 1921, April, Curtis O. Bosserman 
1904, April, John M. Davies 1922, April, Robert I. Mac Bride 
Sept., R. Hilliard Gage 1933, April, Spencer C. Dickson 
1905, April, J. L. Ewing 1924, April, Herbert Ure 
Sept., Albert J. Von Tobel 1925, April, David W. Berry 
1906, April, Luther A. Oates 1926, April, James R. Kerr 
Sept., Heber H. Beadle 1927, April, Howard E. Bodder 
1907, April, N. W. Cadwell 1928, April, Gordon M. Russell 
Sept., W. F. S. Nelson 1929, April, N. J. Sproul 
1908, April, Samuel D. Price 1930, April, Irving Maxwell 
Sept., J. M. Huntting 1931, April, Robert H. Morris 
1909, April, P. Kennedy Reeves} 1932, April, R. Hilliard Gage 
Sept., Samuel H. Potter 1933, April, George E. Gillespie 
1910, April, Walter L. Steiner 1934, April, Alexander Laird 
Sept., E. J. Gwynn 1935, April, Thurlow Fraser 
1911, April, U. Franklin Smiley 1936, April, Alison R. Bryan 
Sept., James McLeod 1937, April, E. Lansing Bennett 
1912, April, George H. Hemingway |1938, April, H. G. Wilkinson 
Sept., John S. Triplett 1939, April, James A. Donahue 


¥ Elder, Bridgeton First 
t Elder, Atlantic City First 


Stated Clerks of Presbytery, 1839 - 1939 
Samtiel Beach aw Ones). Do tcate eee from Nov., 1839, to Oct., 1848 
Samilele Lawrence aco casssnceset es eee tes from Oct., 1848, to Oct., 1849 
Thomas “Wee Oattell, (Pit, Die from Oct., 1849, to Oct., 1851 
AllentH? Browht cere ee from Oct., 1851, to April, 1865 
DOSODN Wis CLOUD DANO we scscarts eecetnt teteones eee eee from April, 1865, to Dec., 1867 
Charles — ee MeMnllinws....cctsitic eee ess from Dec., 1867, to Oct., 1872 
TGOWATILAL lO iis) es Le ee eee reece from Oct., 1872, to April, 1884 
VilleroyvaD | BGGG,2 0. le. cccsscnte te eect eeeeeees from April, 1884, to Sept., 1884 
Henrys Reeves s 0 Dic crctececarancuomeseeearteree eee from Sept., 1884, to April, 1901 
Alfred Pes Botetord, (Dilan. acre from April, 1901, to Sept., 1920 
Addison) By Collins? Dis. ace from Sept., 1920, 


Treasurers of Presbytery, 1870 - 1939 





a LI Peet rted pier a bes caemitee relay (Pyle OF Rev. Charles T. McMullin 

1872: (COCtOnEE teas raxsctese ere Rev. Lewis C. Baker 

LBS): CARTES Ak ceo eee Rev. Leonidas E. Coyle 
1888:\(Séptember) aa cciickssccccncosete Rev. Augustus Brodhead, D. D. 
1887, tpeptember eileen ccan Rev. William Boyd 

ISOS A Pevruary)eacciecliwettircces Rev. Sylvester W. Beach 

1902 SA Detahar yea. cesar 
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Elder P. Kennedy Reeves (Is Still Serving) 


Our Churches 


ro) 


FAIRFIELD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
FAIRTON, N. J. 
ESTABLISHED 1680 


The Fairfield Church was founded in 1680 when a log building was 
built on the banks of Cohansey Creek, and the site of that first building is 
marked by the ‘“Cohansey Monument” erected under the auspices of the 
Presbytery of West Jersey on June 15, 1909, bearing the following in- 
scription: 


“In memory of the true and good men and women, who coming in the 
seventeenth century, founded here on the Cohansey the Church of Christ 
in Fairfield.” 


Sometime between 1713-1715 the log building was replaced by a frame 
building in New England style with shingled sides and was used until 1780, 
when the stone church below Fairton, now known as the “Old Stone Church,” 
was completed. This building was in continuous use until 1850 when the 
congregation was transferred to the new building in Fairton, the present 
place of worship. 


The church was incorporated by a Special Act of the Legislature on 
August 4, 1783. 

The following is a list, as complete as can be secured, of those who 
served the Fairfield Presbyterian Church from the time of its founding in 
1680, until the present time: 


M. Bradnor, 1680-1695; Thomas Bridges, 1695-1702; Joseph Smith, 
1709-1711; Samuel Exell, 1712-1712; Howell A. P. Howell, 1715-1717; Henry 
Hook, 1718-; Noyes Parris, 1724-1729; Daniel Elmer, 1729-1755; William 
Ramsey, 1756-1771; William Hollingshead, 1773-1783; Ethan Osborn, 1789- 
1844; David McKee, 1836-1838; Beriah B. Hotchkin, 1845-1850; David C. 
Meeker, 1851-1855; James Boggs, 1857-1866; Hiram E. Johnson, 1866-1869; 
Samuel B. Jones, 1869-1874; Samuel R. Anderson, 1875-1883; Henry Reeves, 
1883-1885; Frank R. Symmes, 1886-1890; Thomas W. Pulham, 1891-1893; 
George Warrington, 1894-1897; J. N. Wagenhurst, 1897-1900; John Bamford, 
1901-1902; W. J. Trimble, 1903-1906; William Bullock, 1907-1908; Nelson 
B. Kline, 1909-1910; William M. Seel, 1912-1914; Franklin Weatherwax, 
1914-1917; Nelson B. Kline, 1918-1922; Jacob Dyke, 1922-1923; J. Howard 
Douglas, 1923-1928; Clinton Cook, 1929-present. 


A notable pastorate was that of the Rev. Ethan Osborn, who served the 
church from 1789 until 1844, a period of fifty-five years. 


THE COLD SPRING PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
COLD SPRING, N. J. 
ESTABLISHED 1714 
The Cold Spring Church, named from “a spring of cold fresh water 
bubbling up in a salt marsh,” was instituted in the year 1714. The first 


building was a log structure; the second, 1761, was frame or shingle; 
the third, and present one, of imported red brick, hence the name, “The 
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OLD STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


FAIRTON, N. J. 


(For History See Page 30) 
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OLD BRICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


COLD SPRING, N. J. 


(For History See Page 30) 
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Old Brick Church,” erected in 1823. The third manse is also in present 
use. 


The church was set in the centre of a compact, almost solid Presbyterian 
constituency of sixty families, with sixty-four communicants, in an area 
seven miles long and one to seven miles in breadth. In 1874 it numbered 
two hundred and fifty-two communicants. Notwithstanding almost continu- 
ous accessions, by deaths, removals and introduction of other communions, 
its territory is reduced and its numbers decreased, numbering eighty in 1906 
and one hundred and thirty-one in 1938. 


An estate of some two hundred acres was deeded to the church by its first 
pastor in 1718 “in perpetuity for the use of the pastor of the Cold Spring 
Presbyterian Church,” part of which is yet in woodland, part comprises the 
ever-enlarging “Silent City,” the rest is manse property and open field. In 
this cemetery, the earliest known graves are those of Sarah Spicer, deceased 
1748, and of Mary Whildon, same year. At least three of the pastors sleep 
near the scene of their labors: Daniel Lawrence, 1766; Moses Williamson, 
1880; Edward Wright, 1932. James Watt is also said to have died among 
his people, 1789. 


The Rev. John Bradner, of Scotch birth and education, was the first 
pastor, 1714-1721. From 1721 to 1752, with the exception of one year when 
Hughston Hughes was pastor, 1726, there seems to have been no settled 
pastorate, and “travelling ministers” supplied the pulpit, some with marked 
ability. In the winter of 1745 Daniel Hunter, pastor of the Greenwich 
Church, supplied them, and appointed elders, before which time there 
appears to have been none. From the year 1752 the pastorates appear to 
have been practically continuous commencing with Daniel Lawrence, followed 
by John Brainerd, James Watt, Abijah Davis, David Edwards, Isaac Ogden, 
Alvin Parker, Moses Williamson, J. S. Landis, Thomas Dewing, A. P. 
Johnson, Charles Jones, Jacob Dyke, the late Edward Wright, and the present 
pastor, William Bullock, 1932. The outstanding pastor was Moses William- 
son with a ministry of forty-four years, 1829-1873. The present membership 
is from the ministry following this pastorate. There were present at the 
last Annual Rally Day, August 14, 1938, four former members of the pastor- 
ate of Moses Williamson. 


Names of the original Ruling Elders are unknown. The earliest records 
available begin with 1754, and the names are James Whildon and Richard 
Stillwell. James R. Hughes, deceased 1865, was an elder forty-six years, and 
Superintendent of the Sabbath School thirty years. The present elders are: 
William C. Hoffman, 1924-; Seth Miller, 1934-; Otway Brown, 1935-; and 
Richard E. Reeves, 1905-; Clerk of Session, 1906-; Superintendent of Bible 
School, 1900-. 


Fortunately legal requirements reserved for us the names of the original 
Trustees. A board of thirty-two men received, in 1718, for the church, the 
estate of Rev. John Bradner upon which the church was built. The names in- 
clude: Hughes (2), Hand (5), Parsons, Spicer, Whildon, Gulickson, Schel- 
lenger, Johnstone, Cromwell, Richardson, Crawford (2), Eldredge (2), 
Fewman, Newton, Morton, Rex, Crowell, Mulford, Matthews, Bancroft, 
Nocault, Foster and Matthews. 


The present Board of Trustees are: Richard E. Reeves, President; 
Ralph Taylor, Secretary; William C. Hoffman, Treasurer; L. Ellsworth 
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Hughes, David McPherson, William E. Ludwick, John Munday, Russell Taylor 
and Henry H. Needles. 


For some years, within present recollection, the church operated two 
Bible Schools in two chapels with membership of two hundred. At present 
time it operates one school in one chapel, with one hundred registration. A 
new pipe organ was dedicated on July 10, 1938. 


A fact worthy of mention is that Mr. Wilbert Weeks has been the 
Sexton for forty years. 


GREENWICH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


GREENWICH, N. J. 
ESTABLISHED MARCH 24, 1717 


The Presbyterians on the north side of Cohansey, at Greenwich, received 
a deed of gift for one acre of land from Jeremiah Bacon to Henry Joyce 
and Thomas Maskell, “to build and establish a meeting house for the worship 
of God,” as early as April, 1717; and it is very probable that a Presbyterian 
society had been formed by the year 1707 or earlier, as Rev. Mr. Black, the 
first pastor, is known to have removed to Lewes, Delaware, in 1708. 


The church was without a pastor until 1728, when Rev. Ebenezer Gould 
was installed and remained until 1739. The congregation so increased 
during Mr. Gould’s ministry that it could not be accommodated in the small 
wooden church building and in 1735 a new brick edifice was erected. 


In 1746 Rev. Andrew Hunter was ordained pastor over the churches of 
Greenwich and Deerfield. He continued to serve both churches until 1760, 
when he confined his labors to the Greenwich Church until his death in 1775. 
His remains were interred under the middle aisle of the church near the 
pulpit. In 1782, Rev. George Faitoute became pastor and continued until 
1790. 


In 1792 a Presbyterian Church was organized in Bridgeton, and a union 
being agreed upon by the two churches, the Rev. William Clarkson took the 
oversight of them and remained until 1801. In 1805 Rev. Jonathan Freeman 
became their pastor and so continued until his death in 1822. 


In 1824 Rev. Samuel Lawrence became pastor of the Greenwich Church 
and continued until 1847. During his pastorate the present church edifice 
was erected, the corner stone being laid May 7, 1835. 


From 1848 to 1861 Rev. Sheppard K. Kollock was pastor and was 
followed in 1862 by Rev. John S. Stewart, who remained until 1870. Mr. 
Stewart was a powerful preacher and at one time during his ministry 
sixty candidates united with the church. 


Rev. Henry E. Thomas became pastor in 1871 and remained until 1889. 
Since that time the following ministers have served the Greenwich Church: 

William Schmitz, 1890-1892; J. Charles Levengood, 1895-1900; Frank 
S. Brenneman, 1900-1903; Lewis C. Wainwright, 1905-1910; J. Calvin Krause, 
1910-1921; Howard A. Clark, 1922-1925; Fred W. Mathews, 1926-1930; David 
A. Reed, 1980-1937. 


The present pastor is Rev. B. Franklin Ferguson, a graduate of Prince- 
ton Seminary, who was ordained and installed June 24, 1938. 
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GREENWICH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


GREENWICH, N. J. 


(For History See Page 34) 
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DEERFIELD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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DEERFIELD 


(For History See Page 38) 


36 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT WOODBURY 


WOODBURY, N. J. 4Qacqrce 
ESTABLISHED AUGUST -10, 1721 ee cee 8682 


The Presbyterian Church at Woodbury came into existence shortly prior 
to August 10, 1721. On that date John Tatem deeded an acre of ground, 
including the present old graveyard, to William Allen, Joseph Redman, J oseph 
Shippen, Humphrey Money and Joseph Snowden, all business men of Phila- 
delphia, and Peter Long, John and Henry Chew, John Brown and Alexander 
Randall, mostly yeomen, of the countryside near Timber Creek. This was 
a tiny congregation for in 1732 there were only ten families who were 
ministered to by irregular itinerant supplies until 1751 when Benjamin 
Chestnut became the first stated pastor. The call was issued jointly by 
the congregation of Timber Creek, now Blackwood, and Woodbury, thus 
beginning a union which lasted many years. There was but one church 
until 1770, after which the two churches though divided had the same Session 
until 1828 and the same minister until 1843. The original building of logs 
erected in 1721 seems to have given place to another and probably larger 
building on the site of the old burial ground in North Woodbury. There 
is a tradition that this building was used during the Revolution as a Com- 
missary Depot. For some time after the Revolutionary War the building 
was unused and said to be “haunted” and it fell into such a deplorable state 
of repair that the building was sold and torn down in 1803. During this 
time and for many years, the congregation was small and discouraged and 
as late as 1824 a project was seriously considered of disbanding and uniting 
with the Episcopal Church at Clarksboro. For years after the razing of 
the old church building, the congregation worshipped in the Old Academy 
Building, opposite the present church edifice. At first a portion of the 
school room was curtained off and used and in 1821, when a second story 
was added to the school building, the Trustees of the Academy deeded the 
lower floor to the Trustees of the Church for “the free use and enjoyment of 
the celebration of divine worship as long as the present building shall stand.” 

The history of the church and the Academy are interestingly associated. 
Rev. Andrew Hunter, the second stated pastor, was one of the founders of 
the Academy and its principal when the building was erected in 1791. Rev. 
Samuel D. Blythe, pastor 1837-1848, also taught during the week in the 
Academy. In 1844, when the Academy building was sold by the Sheriff, it was 
purchased by the Trustees of the church and held by them until sold twenty 
years later to the Woodbury Free School. In 1834, during the pastorate of 
Rev. Charles Williamson, the present church building as it stood before it was 
enlarged and the exterior faced with stone, was dedicated. Since then a 
Sunday School building was erected and torn down in 1895, being replaced by 
the present chapel. In 1929 the present Sunday School building was erected. 

The growth of the church, as the growth of the community, was almost 
imperceptible. In 1862 there were but fifty-eight members with seventy in 
the Sunday School. When the Sesqui-Centennial Anniversary was observed 
in 1871 there were only eighty members, which had been reduced to seventy- 
seven in 1877. It was in this last year that the modern history of the 
church may be said to begin, with the commencement of the pastorate of 
Rev. Edward Dillon, who continued as pastor of the church for twenty-one 
years. The present membership is close to five hundred. 

The founders wrought and thus far we have builded. 

The present pastor, Rev. Montague White, was installed November 29, 1938. 
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DEERFIELD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
DEERFIELD, N. J. 
ESTABLISHED 1737 


Deerfield was settled in 1732 and a log church was erected in 1737. 
The first pastor to be installed was the Rev. Andrew Hunter, September 4, 
1746. 

The Rev. Enoch Green was installed June 9, 1767. During Mr. Green’s 
time a stone building was erected in 1771. He was the first pastor to occupy 
a parsonage in Deerfield. He remained pastor of this church until his death 
at the beginning of the Revolutionary War. He died December 2, 1776, and 
was buried beneath the church. Mr. Green’s successor was the Rev. John 
Brainerd who took charge of the church in 1777. He had charge until 1781 
when he died and was also buried beneath the church. He was the brother 
of David Brainerd and his successor as Missionary to the Indians. 


The Deerfield Church went through a very trying period and many 
difficulties until the Rev. John Davenport was installed in August, 1795. 
During his ministry sixty-four persons were admitted to the church. The 
entire number of members was then eighty-five. On the list we find two 
names given without surnames, simply Jack and Tom. They were slaves 
of Nathan Leake, for New Jersey was then a slave State. 


Other pastors followed but in this brief history we cannot give the 
names of all of them. The stone church was enlarged under the pastorate of 
the Rev. Thomas W. Cattell who was installed October 9, 1855. He remained 
until February 9, 1860, during which time forty-eight united with the church. 


The Rev. R. Hamil Davis came as a supply in August, 1860, and was 
ordained and installed pastor, June 4, 1861. It was during this time that 
the first Home Missionary Society was organized in 1862. This society 
continued to function for one year after which time we have no records until 
another organization was formed April 8, 1868. The Women’s Foreign 
Missionary Society was organized February 23, 1872. The pastor’s wife, 
Mrs. Adelia Davis, was elected President; Miss Mary J. Woodruff, Treasurer. 


The oldest living pastor is the Rev. Daniel I. Camp who served this 
church from 1896 to 1905. Rev. Thomas C. Sterling followed Mr. Camp as 
pastor October 12, 1905, to December 21, 1907. The church was again en- 
larged and remodeled while Dr. Sterling was pastor. 


Rev. William C. McKnight was installed May 6, 1908, and remained until 
January 27, 1910. Then came Rev. J. W. Bischoff, the father of Miss Mary 
Bischoff, one of our Missionaries in China today. His pastorate continued 
from October 25, 1910, until January 3, 1915. 


Rev. E. C. Musselman served this church from April, 1915, to October 30, 
1920, and Rev. Robert W. Baskerville from May 17, 1921, until August 4, 1924. 


Rev. Howard A. Clark came to us as a stated supply February 8, 1925, 
was installed as pastor October 8, 1925, and resigned to go as a Missionary 
to the Indians in Arizona, August 31, 1934. Mr. Clark was given a leave 
of absence for one year, September 1, 1929, to September 1, 1930. During 
this time Rev. A. K. Locker, of Leupp, Arizona, served as pastor. 

Rev. Graeme Smith was installed pastor September 27, 1935, and re- 
mained until November 30, 1938. 

The two hundredth anniversary of the church was celebrated August 22, 
1937. 


38 











DARETOWN-PITTSGROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


DARETOWN, N. J. 


(For History See Page 41) 
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DARETOWN-PITTSGROVE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
DARETOWN, N. J. 
ORGANIZED APRIL 30, 1741 


The Pittsgrove congregation can be historically traced back to 1720, 
when records show that support was asked for and ministers were supplied 
by the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 


In 1737 an effort was made to secure Rev. Charles Tennent to settle 
among them as pastor. It was said Rev. Gilbert Tennent was he who first 
aroused their attention to things of eternity. George Whitfield also preached 
at Pittsgrove to two thousand souls during his extensive travels as evangelist. 


Rev. David Evans was the first pastor when the church was organized 
April 30, 1741. Forty-nine persons signed the solemn covenant. The first 
meeting house was of logs and stood near where the brick church was later 
erected. Mr. Evans died in 1758. 


Rev. Nehemiah Greenman was second pastor. He was educated by 
David Brainerd, the first missionary to the Indians. Mr. Greenman was 
pastor for twenty-six years. The old brick church was built in 1765, and the 
“articles of agreement” for its construction form a very valuable historical 
document. 


During the dark days of the colonists’ struggle for freedom, the men 
took their places in the ranks to fight for liberty. In the cemetery which 
surrounds this old church are interred many of these patriots. 


Between the years 1780-1786 Rev. Wm. Schenck maintained a flourishing 
school known as Pittsgrove Log College. 


Dark days were encountered. Because of depreciation of currency 
there were struggles to pay salaries, which resulted in many supply arrange- 
ments or short pastorates. 


Illustrious men have preached from the sacred desk. Dr. Charles Hodge 
was examined and licensed here when the Presbytery of Philadelphia con- 
vened at Pittsgrove, October 19, 1819. 


Rev. George W. Janvier was ordained and installed November, 1811, and 
spent his entire ministry of forty-six years as beloved pastor. He was the 
first Moderator of the Presbytery of West Jersey, Moderator of Synod a few 
years later, and for many years a member of the Board of Foreign Missions. 
His distinguished son, Rev. Levi Janvier, went to India in 1841, under the 
Foreign Board, where after twenty-three years of service he gave his life 
a martyr to the cause. Dr. Janvier closed his public ministry when he 
assisted his successor, Rev. Edward P. Shields, in laying the corner stone, 
July 14, 1864, of the brick church now used for worship. The membership 
had grown from ninety-eight to five hundred and forty-seven. 

These eminent and worthy men have faithfully served this people: 
Rev. Wm. A. Ferguson, Rev. J. D. Randolph, Rev. John Ewing, D. D., Rev. 
Henry I. Nicholas, Rev. Eugene H. Mateer, Rev. Ralph E. Wallis, Rev. Hugh 
W. Jones, D. D., stated supply; Rev. Wm. Fleck, Rev. Floris Ferwerda, 
Rev. John H. P. Strome, and the Rev. Phillipp Mergler, Ph. D., the present 
pastor. 

The church still continues true to its task, having a substantial interest 
in missions and ministering to the spiritual needs of the community. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


BLACKWOOD, N. J. 
ESTABLISHED 1750 


The First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood, first known as the 
Congregation at the Head of Timber Creek, was formed chiefly by Scotch, 
Scotch-Irish, English and Welsh settlers. The date is unknown, but was 
before November 7, 1750, for on that date a Call in which the Woodbury 
Church joined was made out to Mr. Benjamin Chestnut, a member of the 
first class graduated from Princeton College. 


Mr. Chestnut accepted the Call and was ordained by the Presbytery of 
New Brunswick, September 3, 1751. The same year, upon an acre of ground 
purchased from John Blackwood, a log church was erected near Main Road, 
which stood until 1801. 


Mr. Chestnut remained as pastor about two years, and for a number of 
years afterward the church had only intermittent supplies. In May, 1767, 
Mr. Chestnut returned as pastor, ministering also to the Woodbury and 
Longacoming (Berlin) congregations until his death, in 1775. His grave is 
located in the cemetery of the First Presbyterian Church, Blackwood, N. J., 
said to be the site of the original pulpit of the first church building which 
was occupied about 1750. It is marked by a stone monument erected by 
the congregation in 1851, one hundred years after the beginning of his 
pastorate. Then came the period of the Revolutionary War and the church 
was reduced so sadly that it became almost extinct. 


Toward the close of the eighteenth century, the work revived and, in 
1798, Rev. Thomas Picton became the second regularly installed pastor. 
When, in 1828, Major Peter Cheeseman was ordained elder of the Timber 
Creek Congregation, the Session became entirely independent of the Wood- 
bury Church. In 1848, the Blackwood Church called and undertook the 
entire support of Rev. John Burtt, thus ending ninety-two years’ connection 
with the Woodbury Church. 


In 1832, a Sunday School was organized in the mill at Good Intent, by 
Mr. Jonas Livermore. In 1847, the present stone building was erected. It 
was enlarged in 1861. The manse was built in 1854-55 and the Sunday 
School building in 1880. 


The church’s longest pastorate was that of Rev. Frederick R. Brace, 
Ph. D., D. D., March 1, 1867, to March 1, 1898. During his pastorate, Dr. 
Brace was for twenty years Superintendent of Public Schools in Camden 
County, and Moderator of the Presbytery of West Jersey and of the Synod 
of New Jersey. 


Under the direction of the Session, during the pastorate of Rev. 
George Van Alen, in 1905, preaching services were begun at Grenloch. 
During the pastorate of Rev. C. V. Miller, the One Hundred and Seventy-fifth 
Anniversary of the church was celebrated, October 4-7, 1925, and a pipe 
organ installed and dedicated. During its long history, the church has 
been shepherded by twenty-three men of God, whose pastorates have ranged 
from six months to thirty-one years. The present membership of the 
church is one hundred and ninety, the Sunday School, one hundred and 
fifty-seven, and the present pastor is the Rev. R. Clyde Smith who was 
installed May 18, 1932. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


BRIDGETON, N. J. 
ESTABLISHED 1792 

When the Old Broad Street Presbyterian Church of Bridgeton was built 
in 1792, the town contained only three hundred inhabitants. There were no 
other churches. The well-preserved building is a fine example of colonial 
architecture and is still occasionally used for special services. The more 
modern structure on Laurel Street, in which the Presbytery of West Jersey 
was organized a hundred years ago, was built in 1835. 

Rev. William Clarkson was our first pastor. He was ordained and in- 
stalled in 1794 and also served the Greenwich Church, resigning the two 
charges in 1801. He was followed in 1805 by Rev. Jonathan Freeman who 
also served the Greenwich Church. He died in 1822. The church was vacant 
until 1824 when Rev. Brogan Hoff was called, resigning in 1833 and being 
followed by Rev. John Kennedy in 1834, whose ministry extended to 1838. 
Removal to present building was made during his pastorate; also organization 
of the Second Presbyterian Church by certain members of the parent church. 

Rev. Samuel Beach Jones, D. D., a man of strong personality and wide 
influence, was our next pastor, his ministry extending from 1839 to 1863. 
He was a Trustee of Princeton College and a Director of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. A Southerner by birth, his congregation being intensely 
loyal to the North, he felt it his duty to resign. He was followed by Rev. 
Caspar R. Gregory, D. D., in 1864, a man of unusual zeal and energy. One 
hundred and thirty new members were received during the first two years 
of his ministry. An important event during his pastorate was the organiza- 
tion of the West Church in 1869, mainly by members of the First Church. 
Dr. Gregory resigned in 1873, having accepted the chair of Sacred Rhetoric 
in Lincoln University. Our next pastor was Rev. J. Allen Maxwell, D. D., 
who was installed in 1874, resigning in 1881. He was followed by Rev. 
Augustus Brodhead, D. D., a returned missionary. Our chapel on Pearl 
Street was built during his ministry. He died in 1887. Rev. Sylvester W. 
Beach was called the same year, his pastorate extending until 1902 when 
he accepted a Call to the American Church in Paris, France. 

Rev. Luther A. Oates followed Dr. Beach in 1903. He died in a Phila- 
delphia hospital in 1909. Rev. Addison Berg Collins, D. D., of Philadelphia, 
accepted a Call in 1910, his pastorate extending until 1926. He was Mod- 
erator of the Synod of New Jersey in 1931, and is now Permanent Clerk of 
Synod and Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of West Jersey. 

Dr. Collins was succeeded by our present pastor, Rev. Howard Grant 
Wilkinson, Ph. D., in 1927. There have been numerous accessions during 
Dr. Wilkinson’s ministry. A flourishing Christian Endeavor Society and 
Junior Choir have been organized through his efforts. He is indefatigable 
in every good work and constant in his attention to the sick and shut-ins. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MILLVILLE, N. J. 
ORGANIZED AUGUST 12, 1820 
On the 12th day of August, 1820, the Revs. Ethan Osborn and Jonathan 
Freeman, appointed by the Presbytery of Philadelphia, met at the home of 
James Park, of Port Elizabeth, and organized the First Presbyterian Church 
in Maurice River Township. Owing to the fact that most of the influential 
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members resided in Millville, the interests of the church soon centered in this 
place and it became known as the Millville Presbyterian Church. 


The extreme poverty of the people necessitated delay in the erection of 
a building in which to worship. On July 5, 1836, for a consideration of 
$20.00, the Trustees secured the lot, bounded by Sassafras, Pine, Second and 
Third Streets, and the following June the corner stone for a modest frame 
building was laid, and the building completed the following year, 1838. It 
was a very unpretentious building, only 30 by 40 feet in size, and with a 
seating capacity of not more than one hundred and fifty. 

The first minister to supply the pulpit was the Rev. John McCoy, who 
was succeeded by the Rev. Richard Curran. After him the Rev. Theophilus 
Potts preached, leaving the field in 1839. The next minister was the Rev. 
Simeon Peck, who remained about a year. The church then extended a Call 
to the Rev. Isaac Davidson, who was installed pastor March 20, 1841. Dur- 
ing his pastorate the first “Manse” was erected. In 1843 the Rev. Charles 
Oakley became pastor, remaining about three years. Then followed the 
Rev. David McCoy, a nephew of the Rev. John McCoy, who supplied the 
pulpit from 1846 to 1850. Succeeding him, the Rev. David Henderson acted 
as supply for four months. In 1851 the Rev. Mr. Olmstead took charge. 
He was a man of superior attainments, and being engaged in the publication 
of a book, consented to serve the field for a short period. The next pastor 
was the Rev. Henry C. Fries, who came June 12, 1852, and left June 6, 1855. 
During his pastorate, it was deemed advisable to enlarge the church building, 
which was done by adding twenty feet to the eastern end. Mr. Fries was 
succeeded by the Rev. I. H. Northrup, who served from October 1, 1855, until 
February 1, 1858. After an interval of eight months the church extended a 
Call to the Rev. Nathaniel McConaghy, who served through the period of 
the Civil War. The pastorate of the Rev. Joseph Scott, from 1867 to 1870, 
marked an era of great prosperity. An addition of seventy-five members 
strengthened the church, and it was found necessary to enlarge the building 
with a twenty foot space on either side of the eastern end. 

The next pastor was the Rev. Joseph Wilson, who served with unusual 
acceptance until called Home through a severe attack of scarlet fever. In 
1874 the Rev. H. L. Mayer was ordained as pastor, and served for a little 
over four years. He was followed by the Rev. Clearfield Park, who was 
ordained and installed in November, 1879. During his pastorate of fifteen 
years, the present beautiful stone edifice was erected. The corner stone was 
laid on October 8, 1891, and the building dedicated March 29, 18938. About 
eighteen months later Mr. Park felt obliged, through impaired health, to 
relinquish the work. In March, 1895, the Rev. A. Edwin Keigwin, a brilliant 
young man just out of college, was asked to take up the work. His five-year 
pastorate will ever stand as a period of unusual activity and growth for the 
church. The Rev. George H. Broening followed with a pastorate of two 
years, and he, in turn, by the Rev. Walter L. Steiner, from November 25, 
1902, to October 31, 1910. After a vacancy of a year, the Rev. William C. 
Isett became pastor and labored most acceptably for a period of four years. 
He was succeeded by the Rev. James Boal, who served less than two years 
when he left the field to enter service in the World War. The present 
pastor is the Rev. David W. Berry, who began his pastorate on the first day 
of March, 1918. During his ministry a new Educational and Social Unit 
has been added to the church property, all financial obligations cancelled, and 
the Church and Bible School each attained their largest enrolled membership. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SALEM, N. J. 
ORGANIZED NOVEMBER 13, 1821 


The Pittsgrove Presbyterian Church, Daretown, organized in 1741, was 
the mother church. Its pastor, the Rev. Daniel Evans, labored in Penn’s 
Neck, where a church was organized in 1748. A second church was or- 
ganized at Logtown or Alloway, which with Penn’s Neck Church reported 
in 1803 eighty members. 


Presbyterians in Salem after the Revolution assisted in the repair of 
the Episcopal Church, and worshipped there, when it was not required by 
the Episcopalians, as well as in the Academy and Court House. Colonel 
Robert Johnson gave half an acre of land and money toward the erection 
of a church building in what is now the cemetery property on Grant Street. 
The church was built at a cost of $2443 and dedicated July 14, 1821, and 
organized by the Presbytery of Philadelphia, November 13, 1821. About 
this time, Salem is reported to have had only one hundred voters, indicating 
a population of some six hundred. 


Supplies who served for more than a brief period and pastors are listed 
as follows: Rev. Moses T. Harris, of Philadelphia, stated supply, January 
24, 1822-October, 1823; Rev. John Burtt, a native of Scotland, stated supply, 
November 9, 1823, ordained and installed June 8, 1824, resigned April 20, 
1830; Rev. A. H. Parker, formerly of Vermont, recently of Cape Island, stated 
supply, April, 1831; Rev. Amsi Babbit, stated supply, 1832, continuing for 
eighteen months; Rev. Thomas Amerman, of New York, stated supply for 
five months; Rev. Alexander Heberton, installed December 15, 1834, re- 
mained for six years; Rev. J. I. Helm, of the Presbytery of Nashville, Tenn., 
stated supply, June 25, 1840, installed as pastor October 17, 1842, resigned 
April 20, 1852; Rev. Daniel Stratton, of Newburn, N. C., pastor October 
14, 1852, until his death August 24, 1866; Rev. Robert Burtt, son of the first 
installed pastor, supplied the pulpit for three months; Rev. F. W. Brauns, 
of the Presbytery of Baltimore, pastor, April 25, 1867, continuing for sixteen 
months; Rev. William Bannard, of the Presbytery of Albany, N. Y., pastor 
from April 27, 1869, to April, 1883; Rev. William V. Louderbough, pastor 
from December 11, 1883, until his death in the vestibule of the church, 
Sunday, May 18, 1919; Rev. T. Reber Taggart, pastor, July 7, 1921-April, 
1924; Rev. Nathaniel J. Sproul, D. D., pastor, October 9, 1924-September 30, 
1931; Rev. Alison R. Bryan, pastor, January 26, 1932-. 


Highlights of One Hundred and EHighteen Years’ History—In 1823, church 
attendance increased from fifty to two hundred. In 1839, first pipe organ 
installed. First church built of brick, thirty by fifty feet with gallery across 
the north end; front faced north with a spire above. Second church, the 
one now in use, forty-eight feet wide, eighty-six feet long, the steeple one 
hundred and eighty-four feet high, cost $27,000, dedicated October 15, 1856. 
Great storm of October 23, 1878, made repairs amounting to $6,590 necessary. 
Funds for new organ previously raised, that is prior to 1878. First par- 
sonage erected in 1847 at a cost of $2800. Van Meter Memorial Manse 
erected in 1906 at a cost of $8000. 


Mr. Burtt, the first pastor, was “well calculated to build up a church 
in its infancy.” 
Mr. Stratton left the church after fourteen years “enlarged in numbers 
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and influence, entirely harmonious in feeling, accustomed to do liberal things 
for Christian benevolence, imbued with his own beautiful spirit.” 


Dr. Bannard “excelled in the prayer meeting. He was a financier and 
engineered the lifting of the mortgage and the refurnishing of the audience 
room of the church.” 


Rev. William V. Louderbough’s address, December 10, 1893: ‘“‘We have 
now a well-organized church of two hundred and thirty enrolled members; 
strong enough ... to be a great power in this city ...I would say that we 
need more of the spirit of brotherly love and good fellowship; more love for 
God’s house and its worship.” The day of his funeral places of business 
throughout the city closed as an expression of respect. 


One hundred and thirty-two new members reported received in the first 
six months of Dr. Sproul’s pastorate. 


SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BRIDGETON, N. J. 
ORGANIZED OCTOBER 14, 1838 


The Second Presbyterian Church, Bridgeton, N. J., was organized on 
October 14, 1838, by the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia, nearly one year 
before the Presbytery of West Jersey was constituted. 


A substantial stone church was completed and dedicated November 6, 
1840, enlarged in 1869 and continues the present house of worship. 


The One Hundredth Anniversary of the church was observed October 
9 to 16, 1938, with appropriate ceremonies. In this period of one hundred 
years seven pastors have served the church, namely: Rev. Wm. A. Mandell, 
Rev. Henry J. VanDyke, D. D., Rev. Wm. E. Baker, Rev. Peter B. Heroy, 
Rev. Joseph W. Hubbard, Rev. Heber H. Beadle, D. D., and Rev. Howard 
E. Bodder, D. D. It is interesting to note that our second pastor, Rev. Henry 
J. VanDyke, D. D., was elected Moderator of the General Assembly in 1876. 


In the last seventy-two years there have been only two pastors: Rev. 
Heber H. Beadle, D. D., serving fifty golden years, and his successor, Rev. 
Howard E. Bodder, D. D., is now serving his twenty-third year. Such record 
is given to few churches or pastors. It is a record of faithful service and 
co-operation of pastors and congregation working together in the Lord’s 
Vineyard. Dr. Beadle was Permanent Clerk of West Jersey Presbytery for 
forty years. Dr. Bodder has served the Presbytery as Moderator and Trustee. 


From its earliest days the Second Church, Bridgeton, has been loyal 
in the support of Missions and the benevolent work of our Church Boards. 
In proportion to membership and financial ability, the benevolent contribu- 
tions evidence the high standing of this church in the Presbytery. 


Five sons of the church entered the ministry, three of them became 
missionaries. Six daughters of the church have been missionaries. Benjamin 
M. Harding, M. D., a former elder, is now a medical missionary in China, 
where he has served for twenty-five years. For sixteen years our church 
supported Rev. Wm. Wallace Johnston, Missionary in China. 


In the city of Bridgeton through all the years we have endeavored to 
be a true witness of the Gospel of Christ, working with the other churches 
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in our community, “endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace,” and to promote the interest of the Kingdom of God at 
home and abroad. 


Much more might be written about the Second Church and those who 
have labored here. The real history of the church is written in the eternities, 
where the record is with the Great Head of the Church, who simply asks 
us to be faithful in our service, and promises “I will build my Church.” 
May God help us to be unswervingly true to the Great Blood Atonement 
and the imperishable teaching of His Holy Word. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


CEDARVILLE, N. J. 
ORGANIZED OCTOBER 23, 1838 

In the Fall of 1838 the old Fairfield Presbyterian congregation was 
“divided into three parts.” In time they have become known as the Fairton 
Presbyterian Church, the Osborn Memorial Church, and the First Presby- 
terian Church of Cedarville. The charter ‘members of the First Church 
consisted of the “Old School” adherents of the Fairfield flock. They were 
duly organized by the Presbytery of Philadelphia, October 23, 1838. They 
worshipped in the schoolhouse till their fine brick church was completed a 
year or so later. The first notice of a meeting in the building is dated 
May 15th, 1840. A few years later an increasing congregation necessitated 
the enlarging of the church edifice to its present proportions. A manse was 
constructed in 1861, and in 1894 the Smith farm, from which “Cedar Hill” 
Cemetery has been carved, came into the possession of the congregation. 

The ministers of the church have been as follows: Rev. David McKee, 
assistant of “Father” Osborn and whose “Old School” loyalty was behind 
the organization of the church (but who was never installed) preached in 
Friendship schoolhouse for a few months; Rev. R. A. Curran (’39-’48); 
Rev. T. W. Cattell (’48-’51); J. A. Annin (‘52-’66); W. E. Jones (’66-’70); 
J. H. Clark (’70-’74); J. K. Wilson (’74-’78); G. L. Smith (’79-’85); R. H. 
Bent (’85-’89); J. T. Crumrine (’90-’93); R. I. Gamon (’93-’96); G. N. 
Hertzog (’97-’05); J. T. Hackett (’05-’08); W. T. Pannell (’09-713); T. R. 
Taggart (S. S. 714-’16); B. Thomas (’17-’20); H. P. Melcher (’21-’22); 
W. T. Magill (’25-’28); C. G. MacKaraher (’29-’81); R. C. Hoag (’82- ). 

At one time “in the old days” the congregation contained around two 
hundred and fifty church members, but of late years the needle has been 
registering somewhere around the hundred mark. Though not so strong in 
numbers, the church has always been strong in its loyalty to the denomina- 
tion, the Word of God, and the Lord Jesus Christ. The One Hundredth 
Anniversary was observed October 23, 1938, and it faces its second hundred 
years with a real field of service and a determination to serve. 


OSBORN MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


CEDARVILLE, N. J. 
ORGANIZED NOVEMBER 6, 1838 


This congregation was organized “The Second Presbyterian Church of 
Fairfield” by a committee from the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia on 
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November 6, 1838. The first members were twenty-seven men and women 
of the “New School” group of the Rev. Ethan Osborn’s Old Stone Church 
of Fairfield. 


The advisability of forming such a church in Cedarville had long been 
discussed because of the great distance these folk had to travel each Sabbath. 
This new congregation moved into the Meeting House purchased at Sheriff 
Sale from the Reformed Methodist Society. Altered in 1841, it was again 
rebuilt in 1851, and in 1857 the lot where the parsonage now stands was 
purchased. The records show however that it was not until 1872 that the 
new pastor moved into the completed parsonage. 


Organized with the co-operation of “Father” Osborn, the “Little White 
Church” as it was known for years, was under his constant guardianship. 
For a number of years the pastors served jointly with the Old Stone Church 
and Mr. Osborn maintained his interest even until his death. His last public 
appearance, in his one hundredth year, was in this same church in the winter 
of 1858 where he spoke before a meeting of two hundred young converts. 


On December 31, 1877, Mr. Ethan Osborn Thompson, of Philadelphia, 
son of Benjamin Thompson and Ruth Osborn, paid off the church indebted- 
ness. Ten years later, 1887, he began negotiations for building an entire 
new church as a memorial to his grandfather, the Rev. Ethan Osborn. 


On November 2, 1890, the Trustees met and changed the name of the 
church to “Osborn Memorial Church of Cedarville, Cumberland County.” 
On December 8, 1890, the new building was dedicated. On May 7, 1893, the 
original “Little White Church” was moved back of the new edifice where 
it is still used as a chapel and Sunday School room. 


Bound by Mr. Thompson in an agreement with the Board of Church 
Erection, and later with the West Jersey Presbytery, the church is forever 
under the direction of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in U. S. A., and can at no time put a lien or mortgage on its property. 


Because the congregation is small, it is found satisfactory to fill the 
pulpit with student supplies. For several years these young men came 
from Westminster Seminary. Abiding by their agreement with Presbytery 
the church changed to supplies from Princeton Seminary in 1936. 


A memorable one hundredth anniversary celebration was held November 
6, 1938. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WILLIAMSTOWN, N. J. 
ORGANIZED SEPTEMBER 9, 1840 


Several Presbyterian families who had moved into Williamstown were 
allowed to hold their first meetings in the Methodist Church. At their 
request Presbytery sent a committee to investigate and a church was or- 
ganized with five members, September 9, 1840. The present Treasurer is 
a descendant of one of these original members. 


For months at a time there was no pastor. Still in 1841 the corner 
stone was laid, and in 1842 the church was dedicated. The cost of the 
building and lot was $2400, of which $1000 was raised at the time. The 
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first pastor, Rev. Charles E. Ford, was called in 1843 and served twenty-five 
years. He was pledged a salary of. $250, and the janitor was given $12 a 
year. Many members came eight and nine miles, driving mules, to attend 
the services. 


There are many breaks in the record of Trustee meetings, but the first 
was held in 1845. The members took an oath before a Justice of the Peace 
to support the Constitution, the Government, and the Church. 


Mr. Ford exerted a profound influence on the congregation and the 
surrounding country. He held services every Sunday afternoon at Clayton, 
and preached at Berlin (then Longacoming), and Waterford. In all he 
reached ten different points. He visited charcoal burners, called at isolated 
cabins, and the limit of his parish is said to have been whatever rough and 
sandy roads he could cover with his pony. He believed in long sermons, 
routine discipline and the Shorter Catechism. The entire Sunday School was 
lined up each Sunday to repeat the Catechism. A lady who received her 
Bible for repeating it at an early age remembers: “We were the banner 
Sunday School in Presbytery, having more children who had learned the 
Catechism than any other.” 


In 1859 the church was enlarged. 


The Civil War days saw stormy times, culminating on a Sunday just 
before Lincoln’s second election when Mr. Ford expressed his views on 
slavery. He was interrupted by an earnest member who arose to remark: 
“If it’s right to bring politics into the pulpit I have mistook my Bible.” 
Up rose the man in front: “You have mistook it. Go on, Mr. Ford.” Mr. 
Ford went on to tell of the sin of holding human beings in bondage and 
closed with these words: “I felt impelled to do this as my duty, and so 
regarding it, nothing could deter me.” 


In 1868 when Mr. Ford closed his ministry, the church had ninety-three 
active members and had received two hundred and fifteen. 


Following him came a succession of ministers for longer and shorter 
periods. They were Chester Bridgman, George Stuart Campbell, Alexander 
Scotland, Henry Janeway, John Brown, Calvin Krause, H. G. McCool, Robert 
Jenkins, William Fleck and William S. Clapp. 


Through the energy and leadership of Mr. McCool the present brick 
church was built. It was dedicated in 1912. Shares in the local Building 
and Loan Association were taken by members and citizens. At their ma- 
turity all debts were paid and the church is now free of mortgage. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


CAMDEN, N. J. 
ORGANIZED SEPTEMBER 27, 1841 


The first attempt to form a Presbyterian Church in Camden was in 
1840. Meetings were held in the City Hall. A church was organized but 
was dissolved in 1842. 


The First Presbyterian Church was permanently organized June 25, 1846. 
The Presbytery of West Jersey organized the church September 27, 1841, 
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but owing to lack of funds the erection of a building was abandoned in 
December of the same year. Meetings were held in the City Hall. 


The First Church building, the corner stone of which was laid October 
28, 1846, was on Fifth Street above Market. It was on the site of the 
former Trinity Baptist Church. This building is now occupied by the Radio 
Corporation of America. 

The corner stone of the present building was laid June 22, 1871, and 
was dedicated June 1, 1873. The tall spire, built with the church, was taken 
down in 1912. 

The Second Presbyterian Church, located at Fourth and Benson Streets, 
was organized by the Presbytery March 1, 1860, under the care of the 
First Church. A stone building was erected and dedicated September 2, 
1866. 

Owing to changes in the neighborhood the attendance decreased to such 
an extent that the church was no longer self supporting. On March 23, 
1923, the First and Second Churches, by action of the Presbytery, were 
merged. The Second Church building was later sold to the Board of 
Education. 

In June, 1895, two hundred and twenty-five members withdrew from the 
First Church and formed the Calvary Presbyterian Church. The old building 
of the North Baptist Church, Second and Pearl Streets, was purchased. 
Changes in population, and demolishing of dwellings to make way for the 
Delaware River Bridge reduced the membership to a point where the burden 
of self support was very heavy. 


In June, 1924, the Calvary congregation voted to unite with the First 
Church. The property was left in trust to the Presbytery to use the pro- 
ceeds to establish another church within the bounds of the Presbytery. 


The Seventy-Fifth Anniversary was celebrated June 5, 1921. Rev. J. 
Ross Stevenson, D. D., President of Princeton Seminary, was the principal 
speaker. 

Following are the ministers who have served the First Church: Revs. 
Giles Manwaring, Robinson Potter Dunn, Levi Hunt Christian, Daniel 
Stewart, Villeroy D. Reed, Marcus A. Brownson, Arthur W. Spooner, W. 
Dayton Roberts, Wellington Loucks, W. Dayton Roberts, Wm. H. Fishburn, 
George H. Hemmingway, Augustus Dodge Whitney, Jr. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MAY’S LANDING, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JANUARY 2, 1842 


Presbyterianism in May’s Landing goes back to 1761 when the Rev. 
John Brainerd began to make frequent journeys along the Little Egg Harbor 
River to the shore and eastward to Port Republic. He raised a subscription 
of eighty pounds (about $400) “for the support of the Gospel ministry,” 
George May, the first settler in this vicinity, being one of his supporters. 
This work was continued until 1777. 


During many years no constructive religious work was done here, and 
no church was organized, although religious meetings were held occasion- 
ally upon the visits of itinerant missionaries. In October, 1840, the Presby- 
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tery of West Jersey sent a delegation to May’s Landing to inquire into 
the need of a Presbyterian Church. Pursuant to their recommendations the 
Rev. Samuel F. Colt was brought to the field in February, 1841. On the 
28th day of that month forty-four persons subscribed $987 for the erection 
of a building for religious worship after the Presbyterian order, and for 
primary, secondary and classical education. Samuel Richards donated a 
building site valued at $100. 


The following were elected Trustees: The Rev. Samuel F. Colt, Joseph 
Thompson, Edmund Taylor, A. L. Iszard, Jacob Adams, James Pennington 
and John C. Briggs. The name of the church was to be The Presbyterian 
Church of May’s Landing. The church was organized January 2, 1842, with 
the following charter members: Moses Woolverton and Mary his wife; Mrs. 
Caroline Colt, wife of the pastor, and Phoebe Colt, his mother; Sarah May, 
Rebecca Pennington, Margaret Mattix, and George Thatcher. Moses Wool- 
verton was chosen, and ordained and installed Ruling Elder. When finished 
the church was dedicated December 4, 1844, and had cost a total of 
$3279. 

In 1846 the Rev. Allen H. Brown began his work here, giving the 
church eighteen years of service during two pastorates separated by eight 
years. For sixty-one years he was the master genius of the church giving 
to its interests the fullest measure of a great and constructive mind, and the 
wealth of a kindly heart, during the major part of two generations. 


The following ministers have served the church during its eighty-eight 
years of history in chronological order: The Reverends B. T. Phillips, Edwin 
Town, Samuel McElhinney, J. B. Adams, James E. Campbell, James E. 
Peters, D. Sc., S. Y. Lum, George R. Alden, D. D., Joel F. Gilfillan, D. D., 
Walter E. Smith, J. B. Christ, Richard A. Rinker, Samuel H. Potter, Robert 
Bramfit, Robert S. McGee, B. M. Smith, N. W. Calhoun—a student—Charles 
L. Deininger, and William Arthur Thomas, A. M., D. D., who began his 
pastorate October 15, TOZ2. 

Ruling Elders: Moses Woolverton, Jonathan Cory, Wm. C. Paterson, 
George W. Woodhull, Daniel Iszard, Philip Gibson, Lewis Howell, Robert H. 
Abbott, James A. Lambert, John Cairns and Elmer A. Hummell. Elder 
Iszard’s term of service is unusual in that he was the only Ruling Elder from 
his election in 1864 until 1893; and again between 1901 and 1907. Elder 
Iszard also gave almost fifty years to the care of the Sunday School as its 
Superintendent. 

Outstanding Characters: Many other names prominent in the life of 
the county seat are in the roster of those connected with the history of the 
church, among them are: Judge A. L. Iszard, Judge Edmund Taylor, Judge 
George W. Woodhull, Judge Joseph Thompson, Judge Allan Brown Endicott, 
Rear Admiral M. T. Endicott, Captain Thomas B. Endicott, Simon Hawthorn, 
Solomon R. Devinney, L. B. Corson, John Gaskill, John C. Troub. 

The Mite Society organized March 2, 1847, has had a long and useful 
history, and its contributions to the social life of the congregation and its 
eare of the church property are noteworthy. Miss Catherine B. Endicott 
held the position of church organist for more than forty years, and was 
succeeded thirty-five years ago by the present organist, Mrs. Anna 
Wilson. 

The life of the Sunday School is contemporaneous with that of the 
church, and the Society of Christian Endeavor was organized in 1893. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
GLOUCESTER CITY, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JUNE 27, 1847 


In 1845 a mission of the Woodbury Presbyterian Church began holding 
services in a brick schoolhouse on Hudson Street near Broadway, with — 
Rev. John M. Rogers as pastor. Later the services were held in Washington 
Hall on North King Street. 


On June 27, 1847, a church was organized by a Committee of the 
Presbytery of West Jersey consisting of Revs. Messrs. Van Rensselaer, Ker, 
Manwaring; and Elders Joseph Fithian and Howell. Original Members: 
Peter DuBois, Hannah DuBois, Caroline Matilda DuBois, Charles Dare, 
Abagail H. Dare, Zechariah Lawrence, Ann Davidson, Margaret Gill, and 
Margaret Shull. Peter DuBois was elected a Ruling Elder. 


On October 11, 1848, the corner stone was laid. On December 10, 1850, 
the church building was dedicated (with 80-foot spire, later removed). Cash 
paid, $4156; balance borrowed. 





Many ministers have served this church, most of them not installed 
as pastors. On November 11, 1851, Rev. Frederick Knighton was installed, 
the only one of thirteen ministers between 1847 and 1881. Others installed 
later: Rev. Joseph R. Milligan (May 2, 1882-April, 1885); Rev. David 
Stevenson (April 18, 1889-July, 1895); Rev. Henry M. Reeves (September, 
1895-March 13, 1901), who served previously for twelve and a half years 
not installed; Rev. John M. Davies (September 18, 1901-December 31, 1920); 
Rev. J. Stockton Roddy (September 20, 1921-March 31, 1933); and Rev. 
Theron Hewitt (November 1, 1933-). 


Evidently the church has met with discouragements during its long his- 
tory. In 1852: “Debt so great sale of church threatened.” In 1861: “Church 
in serious difficulties.” In 1867: “Church began year in deep discourage- 
ment.” During the recent depression considerable gloom settled on the 
congregation. The church was still in debt and the buildings badly in need 
of repairs. Finances were low. 


But the sun is shining again and a new spirit is manifest in the entire 
“Church Family.” Optimism has displaced pessimism. When the present 
pastor arrived the Church Roll was greatly trimmed. Since then it has 
increased considerably in spite of many removals from town and many 
deaths. March 31, 1938, two hundred and four active members were re- 
ported. 


Within the last five-six years the buildings have been repaired and 
are in good condition. The church auditorium has been redecorated com- 
pletely, with light fixtures and drapes renewed. An old street-paving bill 
has been reduced and the mortgage has been paid off. The financial 
condition has improved. 


There are nine organizations in the “Church Family.” This includes 
the Session and Board of Trustees. The Church School, which has been 
improved and needs more room; it has an excellent orchestra. Twice 
yearly there is a combined Church School and Church Worship Service. The 
Missionary Society is not large but persists under adverse conditions. The 
Christian Endeavor Society has taken charge of an evening worship service 
occasionally. The Auxiliary has worked hard and has helped the church 
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financially and socially. It attends church worship services in a body oc- 
casionally. A Young People’s Social Club has been organized and has a 
large number of active members. A Men’s Fellowship was organized about 
two years ago and is enjoyed by many men. The Choir is one of the best 
among churches of this size. A weekly calendar is published. “Church 
Loyalty Month” (March) is held each year with good results. 


TUCKAHOE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


TUCKAHOE, N. J. 
ORGANIZED APRIL 17, 1851 


The Tuckahoe Presbyterian Church was organized on April 17, 1851, 
by a committee appointed by the Presbytery of West Jersey consisting of 
the following ministers: Rev. Mr. Jones, Rev. Mr. Cattell, Rev. Mr. Eels, 
Rev. Dr. Allen H. Brown. Dr. Brown was appointed stated supply for 
many years. In October, 1876, Rev. James R. Campbell, of Mays Landing, 
was appointed stated supply for one year. In October, 1877, Rev. C. W. 
Winnie, stated supply. In October, 1879, Rev. J. R. Campbell was again 
appointed stated supply. The church had numerous supplies until May, 
1893, when Rev. Daniel I. Camp was called, ordained and installed as pastor, 
serving until 1897. The church was then supplied by seminary students 
until 1906 when Rev. Dr. F. S. Rush was appointed stated supply and served 
until November, 1912. In March, 1913, Rev. A. L. Kelly was appointed 
stated supply for one year. The church was again supplied by students 
until March, 1922, when Rev. Dr. William A. Thomas was appointed regular 
supply, serving until July, 1929. In January, 1932, the Rev. C. E. Cook, 
of Fairton, was appointed Moderator. 


The church had now become very weak due to deaths, removals, etc., 
and was supplied again by students until March, 1933, when the church was 
closed. The Rev. C. E. Cook continued however as Moderator of the 
Session. 


After being closed for five years the church was in a very poor condition. 
In January, 1938, the Rev. Dr. Alfred Barratt was invited by the Moderator, 
Rev. Mr. Cook, to open the church with regular preaching services at 2.30 
in the afternoon. A meeting of the congregation was called and Dr. Barratt 
was elected stated supply with the support of National Missions. This 
arrangement continued until October 6, 1938, when another meeting of the 
congregation was called at which time Dr. Barratt received an unanimous 
Call to become minister of the church, and was duly installed October 25, 
1938. 


The church has been painted and all bills paid. Six new members 
have been received; two new elders elected, ordained and installed—John 
Batdorf and Aldin Parker. Charles Blizzard is Clerk of Session. A Mite 
Society has been organized, and the church is facing the future with 
courage. 


Our prayer is that the best may yet be in store for this enterprising 
church, with an earnest, energetic people. 


Dr. Barratt is also the minister of the Elwood Church. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CAPE MAY, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JUNE 25, 1851 


As far back as 1832 a Sunday School was held on Cape Island, then a 
small hamlet, under the care of the Cold Spring Church, of which the Rev. 
Moses Williamson was pastor. Frequent religious services were held in 
the schoolhouse and, at times, in hotel dining rooms. In 1844 a church 
building was erected by members residing on the Island at a cost of $4000, 
chiefly through the generosity and activity of James Mecray, Sr. The build- 
ing was given to the Trustees of the Cold Spring Church for Presbyterian 
services. It was known as The Visitors’ Church and services were conducted 
by Mr. Williamson or by ministers invited by him. 

At a meeting in the schoolhouse in 1850 thirty-one members of the 
Cold Spring congregation memoralized the Presbytery to organize a church 
on the Island. This was done by a committee from the Presbytery on June 
25, 1851, the mother church protesting the action. 

Owing to differences with the mother church over the possession of the 
church building, a lot was secured on Lafayette Street and a building erected 
at a cost of about $7000 and dedicated July 17, 1853, the Rev. Henry J. Van- 
Dyke, of Bridgeton, preaching the evening sermon. This building is now 
owned by the Church of the Advent, P. E. The present beautiful church 
edifice at Decatur and Hughes Streets was dedicated in 1899, the cost being 
approximately $25,000. The manse adjoining the church on Hughes Street 
was built in 1908 at a cost of about $12,000. 

During the first twenty years of its existence the congregation was 
served by stated supplies and four ministers whose pastorates were less 
than a year each. The Rev. Edgar P. Shields then began a successful 
pastorate of thirteen years, followed by the Rev. Charles A. Brewster for 
four and a half years; Rev. James M. Cockins for eight and a half years; 
Rev. Edwin F. Gallagher, whose promising pastorate was closed by death 
after less than two years; Rev. Arthur W. Spooner for less than three years; 
Rev. James McLeod for six years; Rev. Samuel S. Aikman, called but not 
installed as pastor, for one year; and the present incumbent, Rev. Curtis O. 
Bosserman, whose pastorate began in May, 1915. 

Approximately six hundred members have been received on profession 
of faith and three hundred by letter in the eighty-seven years. Church 
expenses amounting to $281,500, and to Benevolences $69,500 have been paid. 
The present reported membership is two hundred and three. The congre- 
gation is practically without any financial encumbrance. 


LEEDS POINT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
LEEDS POINT, N. J. 
ORGANIZED SEPTEMBER 30, 1851 


The Leeds Point Church is an historical one, and has served as a train- 
ing ground for a number of student ministers from Princeton Seminary, who 
later became well-known for their ministerial activities in various countries. 

The first sermon was preached in the old Leeds Point schoolhouse, 
located adjacent to the present church, on October 1, 1848, by a Presbyterian 
minister. Two years later the congregation decided to build and on July 1, 


62 


1851, the church was dedicated. The congregation was officially organized 
on September 30 of that year, by the following committee of the Presbytery 
of West Jersey: Rev. Allen H. Brown, Rev. William Graham and Rev. 
Edward Eels. The latter’s grandson has preached in the charge several 
times. 


Some member of the Townsend family has been a deacon in the church 
in all the years since, and descendants of the other first Trustees still reside 
in this section. The early records of the church disclose that since Captain 
Townsend was away at sea, it was necessary for a new elder to be appointed 
so that communion service and the necessary business of the church might 
be carried forward. 


The Rev. Allen H. Brown was the Moderator and continued in that 
capacity until his death. In 1879 Absecon, Somers Point and Leeds Point 
were supplied by one minister, the Rev. E. H. Dewall, and at that time about 
sixty-five were enrolled in the Sunday School. In 1881 a number of the 
active members moved to Absecon and Atlantic City. 


The church was closed for a number of years, re-opening at the turn 
of the century. Visiting ministers then came to the church, with the elders 
conducting the services in the intervals between the visits. 


Dr. Brown upon his death bequeathed a sum of money, which was later 
increased by public subscription, for the erection of a vestry room and 
steeple, the corner stone of the new building being laid in 1909. Aunt Polly 
Scull, who was the oldest member of the church in point of service, was the 
first to ring the bell. 


When the church was burned on March 14, 1987, the congregation found 
an old Bible and some coins in the corner stone, the Bible being the posses- 
sion of Dr. Brown. No nails had been used in constructing the sturdy old 
church, which was a one-room structure with the added vestry. The new 
building, which has been made possible through the untiring efforts and 
kindness of the Rev. and Mrs. John McMillan, of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Atlantic City, and other friends and members of the church, is 
completed. It, too, is a one-room church with a basement social hall. 
Services have been continued all during the past year in Red Men’s Hall, 
with that organization giving the free use of their building. 


Outstanding ministers who formerly were student pastors at Leeds Point 
are the late Dr. Arthur Gibbons, who was a Paris correspondent for a publi- 
cation, author of several books and later held a chair at Princeton; the Rev. 
Harold S. Rambo, who is now stationed at the Adams Memorial Church in 
New York, and the Rev. Mr. Simmons, who is now located in New York. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CLAYTON, N. J. 
ORGANIZED AUGUST 18, 1853 


The Presbyterian Church, of Clayton, New Jersey, was organized on 
the 18th day of August, 1853. At that time the town was known as Fisler- 
ville. The original building was located on what is now known as Center 


Street. 
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Seven members, mostly from the church at Williamstown made up the 
original congregation. From 1853 to 1866 the church had as a stated supply, 
the Rev. Charles E. Ford, pastor of the Williamstown Church. 


On October 2, 1866, the Rev. Alexander Proudfit was installed as the first 
settled pastor. He remained until 1878. During his ministry the present 
church edifice on the Delsea Drive was built. The church was dedicated for 
service in 1870, though the upper room was not finished until 1876. The 
present manse was also built during the pastorate of Mr. Proudfit. 


The church had a slow growth during the years of the Civil War period, 
but after that time advanced with steady and consistent strides. It has 
been served by several distinguished ministers during the years. 


The Rev. J. deHart Bruen was the second pastor, serving from 1879 
to 1885. The Rev. George W. Tomson served from 1885 to 1899; this is 
the longest pastorate on record. The Rev. H. D. Brasefield followed, but 
served less than a year. The Rev. Frederick W. Johnson was pastor from 
1900 to 1903. He was followed by the Rev. William F. 8. Nelson, who served 
from 1904 until 1911. The Rev. Samuel Harker was the pastor from 1911 
until 1914. Rev. J. C. McConnel was the pastor from 1914 until 1917. 
The Rev. F. W. Weatherwax served the church from 1917 until 1921. Mr. 
Weatherwax had retired, but came to the church during a time of unrest 
and rendered an invaluable service. The Rev. J. Alex Brown served one 
year, from 1921 to 1922. The Rev. Henry Gaylord McCool was the pastor 
from 1922 until 1929. 


The present pastor, the Rev. James A. Donahue, was installed in 
1930. 

The present congregation totals two hundred and thirty-two communi- 
cants. The church building is commodious and comfortable. It is heated 
by a modern oil burning unit as is the manse. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SWEDESBORO, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JANUARY 10, 1855 


Those desiring a Presbyterian Church in Swedesboro petitioned the 
Presbytery of West Jersey in January, 1855, to organize them into a 
church. The petition was granted and the following committee was appoint- 
ed to effect the organization: Revs. W. Graham, Daniel Stratton and Allen 
H. Brown. They met on Wednesday, January 10, 1855, at the home of 
William Black, Jr., and proceeded to organize the eleven original members 
into a church. 


The name given was the First Presbyterian Church. 


The church building was begun the same year and was dedicated and 
occupied in the summer of 1856. 

In those early years the church went through a tremendous struggle 
for existence. It was served by a long line of splendid men as student 
supplies, stated supplies and pastors. The first elders were Mr. Robert 
Wilson and Mr. Wm. McCollough. 


In 1922, under-the able leadership of a splendid group of ladies in the 
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Ladies’ Aid Society, a manse was built. Rev. Cedric V. Miller was the first 
pastor of the church to occupy the: manse. 


During the pastorate of the Rev. Henry E. Jones, D. D., who was 
installed pastor in April, 1924, a fine Sunday School building was erected. 
This building was splendidly equipped for Sunday School purposes and had 
a fine recreational hall in the basement. This is used extensively for social 
purposes. 


Recently the men have excavated the ground under the church proper 
and have concreted the floor and foundation and have added a number of 
games, thus making a fine addition to the other recreational hall. 


The church now has a membership of one hundred and twenty-two, with 
a Sunday School membership of one hundred and thirty-two. 


It is one of three Protestant churches serving a community of about 
twenty-five hundred people. 


The present pastor is the Rev. George Kane. 


THE WOODSTOWN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WOODSTOWN, N. J. 
ORGANIZED NOVEMBER 22, 1855 


“From the records of the Presbytery of West Jersey, Volume II, page 13, 
we learn that on the 8th of January, 1853, Rev. E. H. Snowden was com- 
missioned to labor at Swedesboro, Woodstown and Mullica Hill for three 
months. He may not have been the first Presbyterian minister who preached 
at Woodstown, because the neighboring church of Pittsgrove was founded 
in 1741 ... and some of its pastors may have preached here occasionally. 


“The real founder of the Woodstown Presbyterian Church was the 
Rev. Allen Henry Brown, a member of the Presbytery of West Jersey... 
While serving the Presbyterian Church at May’s Landing, N. J., as stated 
supply, Mr. Brown turned his attention to Woodstown. On the 18th of 
June, 1854, he preached at the Town Hall to sixty-three persons and he 
maintained an appointment once in two or four weeks until October, 
1855. 


“According to the records, public notice having been given by Mr. Brown 
on the Sabbath, a meeting of the subscribers and others friendly to the 
Presbyterian Church was held in the Town Hall of Woodstown on July 31st, 
1854 ... A committee was appointed ‘to obtain subscriptions, to secure 
information concerning a suitable location, to secure plans and estimates 
for a church edifice, and to call a meeting of the subscribers for the election 
of trustees at such time as may seem to them advisable.’ . . . The Presby- 
tery of West Jersey, on the 4th of October, 1854, appointed a committee ‘to 
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organize a church at Woodstown, if the way be clear’. 


Trustees were elected on November 9th, 1854. A year later, on No- 
vember 22nd, 1855, with a committee of four ministers from the Presbytery 
of West Jersey present, the Presbyterian Church of Woodstown was or- 
ganized, eight persons presenting certificates of membership from other 
churches. The church edifice was dedicated on December 3rd, 1857. In 
May, 1859, Mr. Chester Bridgman became stated supply, and then on January 
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5th, 1860, was ordained and installed as the first pastor of the Woodstown 
Church. 


In its subsequent history the church has been enlarged with the addi- 
tion of a Sunday School room, the addition being completed about 1915, 
during the pastorate of Rev. William Tatlock. A manse was erected in 
1889, during the pastorate of Rev. Benjamin Johnson. The record of the 
church, from its early beginning, has been one of steady, if not phenomenal, 
growth. Each successive pastor has left his mark on the church with in- 
creased numbers upon the rolls and wider influence throughout the com- 
munity. 

The roll of honor of the pastors of the church includes: Rev. Allen 
Henry Brown, 1854-1855; Rev. T. B. Jervis, 1856-1857; Rev. John L. Grant, 
1857-1858; Rev. Chester Bridgman, 1859-1863; Rev. William B. Cornell, 
1864-1867; Rev. Robert J. Burtt, 1868-1872; Rev. Oliver B. McCurdy, 
1872-1885; Rev. Benjamin D. Johnson, 1886-1892; Rev. Francis J. Collier, 
1892-1909; Rev. William Tatlock, 1910-1922; Rev. William Leslie, 1922-1927; 
Rev. J. U. Selwyn Toms, 1928-1935; Rev. Frederick W. Brink, 1936-. 


ABSECON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ABSECON, N. J. 
ORGANIZED FEBRUARY 13, 1859 


On February 138, 1859, Rev. Allen H. Brown, and Daniel Townsend, 
Ruling Elder of the Leeds Point Church, met as a committee of the Presbytery 
of West Jersey and organized the Presbyterian Church of Absecon with 
eight members: Felix Leeds, Eunice Leeds, George W. Scott, Frances M. 
Scott, and Janet Farish brought letters from the Leeds Point Church; 
Rebecca Doughty and Hannah Doughty from the Methodist Church of 
Absecon, and John Weber came from the German Reformed Church at 
Gwynedd, Pa. 


George Scott was ordained as elder, and Felix Leeds as deacon. 


In 1856, four acres of ground had been bought and a Board of Trustees 
incorporated. The next year a schoolhouse was built on one corner of the 
land. In 1860, two acres were cleared for a cemetery. 


On November 16, 1865, the corner stone for a church building was 
laid. On June 20, 1867, dedicatory services were held in the completed 
building. 

A few months later, Rev. Chas. T. McMullin was installed as pastor 
at a salary of $325 per annum. Until that time the organization had been 
served by three men as stated supplies: Rev. Miles T. Merwin, Rev. Chas. 
Wood, and Rev. Chas. T. McMullin. Preaching services had been held in the 
Odd Fellows Hall, Fithian’s Hall and the schoolhouse. 


Since that time there have been a few installed pastors, but the work 
has generally been well carried on by student pastors who have found it 
a training school for larger fields. Graduates from this pulpit have carried 
the gospel to many lands. 


At present (1939) there is a membership of ninety, a larger building 
with good equipment, a good Bible School, a Daily Vacation Bible School, 
an active missionary society and other groups. 
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THE BRAINERD MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
ELWOOD, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JUNE 83, 1859 


The Brainerd Memorial Presbyterian Church, of Elwood, was organized 
June 3, 1859, by a committee of the Presbytery of West Jersey on petition 
signed by Robert Moore, Robert Elder, Mary Elder, Elizabeth T. Hoyt, 
Morris Sutherland, Mary Sutherland, Ellenora Reed, Frances A. Kimball, 
Thomas Tebbett, Henry Parker and Sarah Parker, with Rev. Allen H. Brown, 
chairman. 


The following pastors have served this church: Rev. Allen H. Brown, 
October 1, 1855; Rev. James S. Mayne, August, 1860 (3 mos.—died); Rev. 
J. A. Devine, October, 1860 (6 mos.); Rev. Frederick R. Brace, June 2, 1861; 
Rev. John C. Wilhelm, April 1, 1867; Rev. Nathaniel McConaghy, August 1, 
1868; Rev. Wm. Baldwin, June 9, 1874; Rev. M. Kellogg, August 20, 1875; 
Rev. Albert Worthington, March 7, 1877; Rev. T. E. Souper, July 138, 1878; 
Rev. A. H. Vaughn, July 3, 1879; Rev. E. E. Rogers (Moderator), March 11, 
1882; Rev. G. W. McMillan, September 24, 1882; Rev. M. Preston, July 11, 
1883; Rev. Francis Dyer, May 138, 1884; Rev. P. C. Headley, June 20, 1885; 
Rev. George C. Bush, September 28, 1888; Rev. A. J. Beekman, July 16, 1890; 
Rev. John E. Peters, August 16, 1891; Rev. J. B. Adams, November, 1892; 
Rev. M. Landis, and M. McCurdy, 1900; Rev. Minot S. Morgan, April 5, 1901; 
Rev. J. N. McDowell, June 19, 1918; Rev. Herbert R. Rundall, January 8, 
1922; Rev. Mark G. Clayton, March 25, 1925. 


Mr. John B. McDonald, of Denver Presbytery (Colo.), together with 
Mr. John W. Myrose, student at Princeton Seminary, labored with our people 
from 1932, for several years, during which many souls were won for Christ. 


On October 26, 1938, Rev. Alfred Barratt, Litt. D., was installed pastor 
by the Presbytery of West Jersey, and has already received ten souls for 
Christ’s Kingdom, and is making plans for the Eightieth Anniversary of 
our church’s existence in June, 1939. 


The church property consists of three acres, church and Sunday School, 
and manse. 


The present Session consists of Charles D. Saalman, Albert E. Fisher, 
Alfred Crane and Karl B. Bieselin, Clerk. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
HAMMONTON, N. J. 
ORGANIZED OCTOBER 29, 1861 


It was in the year 1861 that a small group of earnest Presbyterians felt 
led of the Lord to petition the Presbytery of West Jersey to consider the 
advisability of organizing a church at Hammonton. This the Presbytery 
gladly did, and according to its records of October 2, 1861, a committee 
was appointed to look further into the matter and take steps necessary 
for the organization of a church. Presbytery’s committee was composed of 
Rey. Allen H. Brown, Rev. B. S. Everitt and Ruling Elder Jonas Livermore. 
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On October 29, 1861, this committee met in Union Hall, Hammonton, 
N. J. After a season of prayer, certificates of good standing and of dis- 
missal were presented on behalf of seven persons who were members of 
the Brainerd Memorial Church of Elwood, N. J., and two persons who were 
members of the Presbyterian Church at Dansville, N. Y. The certificates 
were received, and it was resolved to organize these nine persons as the 
Presbyterian Church of Hammonton. The committee adjourned to reconvene 
in the evening, at which time, after the ordination of Mr. F. R. Brace, the 
First Presbyterian Church of Hammonton was organized. 


On November 3, 1861, Morris Sutherland and Alonzo Potter were elected 
elders of the newly formed church. These two elders, together with the 
Rev. F. R. Brace, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, formed a nu- 
merically small but none the less strong and efficient Session, which served 
the church nobly in the formative years of her history. 


The first building was completed and dedicated in 1866. In 1895 this 
building, which was to give place to a new and larger edifice, was sold to 
Presbytery for the use of the newly organized Italian Presbyterian Church. 
In 1896 the present building was dedicated. An Estey organ was in- 
stalled in 1905, made possible largely through the generosity of Mr. Henry 
D. Moore. 


The Fiftieth Anniversary was celebrated October 25-29, 1911, and the 
Seventy-Fifth Anniversary, October 25-November 29, 1936. For this occa- 
sion a booklet was published containing an histurical sketch, pictures and 
interesting data concerning the church. 


The Rev. Charles L. Cureton, the present pastor, was installed February 
5, 1932. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


VINELAND, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JULY 7, 1863 


Soon after the founding of Vineland, twenty-nine members met and 
organized the First Presbyterian Church. The first sermon was preached 
by Rev. Nathaniel McConaghy, of Millville. The service was held in 
Mabbitt’s barn, July 7, 1863. 


Sixty persons partook of the first Communion. These early Presby- 
terians met in a schoolhouse where the Grove House now stands, just east of 
the present church. 


The first pastor, Rev. S. Loomis, saw the first church building erected 
and dedicated in 1865. Ill health soon forced him to resign. In 1866 his 
successor, Rev. J. Wells, began an able pastorate of twenty-one years. 


January 1, 1887, Rev. David King was installed, beginning a ministry 
which lasted twenty-five years. His ministry saw the introduction of 
Christian Endeavor and an annual service known as “Old Folks Day.” 

From November, 1912, to the Spring of 1918 the church was under the 
leadership of Rev. J. Russell Verbrycke. Due to his unceasing efforts the 
old church was sold and our present church erected. 


The new pastor, Rev. Spencer Dickson, was installed in April, 1918. 
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Despite a disastrous fire the church continued to grow and there was a 
noticeable expansion of its activities. 


Rev. Alexander Davison was installed in March, 1935. This pastorate 
lasted less than two years, when Mr. Davison and a part of the congregation 
withdrew from us. Undismayed, those who remained loyal reorganized and 
called Rev. Joseph MacCarroll and on January 29, 1937, he was installed. 
Due to his tireless efforts we again have a growing church. 


Some from our church have entered the mission field. In 1934 Dr. 
Ingram was martyred in China, and Miss Nellie Ingram taught school there. 
Rev. Geo. Ingraham is in the ministry. Mrs. Carrie Breck wrote hymns. 
Rev. Edwin Ellis was a missionary in Montana and his son, Wilder P. Ellis, 
is now in Persia. Mrs. Grace Mitchell Franklin spent many years helping 
her husband in Siam. 


November 27 to December 4, 1938, the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the 
founding of our church was celebrated. As we look back down the years 
we are proud of her past and grateful for the many blessings she has 
received. We are striving to keep the First Presbyterian Church faithful 
to the teachings of Christ and the principles of the great organization of 
which our church is a member. These were the ideals of those who labored 
so faithfully before us. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WATERFORD, N. J. 
ORGANIZED APRIL 25, 1866 


The First Presbyterian Church, of Waterford, was organized on April 
25, 1866, by request of several Presbyterians of the town, some of whom 
were members of the Church of Hammonton, and others of the various 
towns from which they came. Waterford having a glass factory and being 
a new section for growing fruits, was rather a flourishing town, being the 
center for the surrounding country. It had three churches of other de- 
nominations. 


The Presbyterian Church was thirty feet by fifty feet with a very high 
steeple. It was built mostly from donations by residents of the neighbor- 
hood, of money, lumber for framework, siding, shingles, glass and other 
materials. It continued to flourish for about twenty years or more. About 
that time the glass works were destroyed by fire and the residents began 
moving away. 

There being several large families together with the smaller ones the 
church continued, at times sharing the minister with Berlin or Atco. As 
these young people grew up they also left the community. 


Two of the first elders served until death, one serving forty years. 
Being blessed with a faithful few, the church has gone on until the present 
time, with preaching services every two weeks, by students from Princeton 
Seminary, with the exception of the Summer months. Sunday School is 
held every Sunday. It has been the custom to administer the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper twice yearly, there being eleven to partake at the last 
service which was in April, 1939. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BERLIN, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JULY 10, 1867 


Berlin, N. J., June 24, 1867. 


“The undersigned, members of the Presbyterian Church and others, 
being desirous to unite in the organization of a Presbyterian Church in 
Berlin, respectfully request the Presbytery of West Jersey to appoint a 
committee for the organization of said church, and do hereby signify their 
intention to become members of the same. (Signed) Ellen M. Hunt, Ellen 
M. Adams, Richard Brace, Mary S. Brace, George A. Brace, Sarah W. Brace, 
Mrs. S. Read.” 


Berlin, N. J., July 10, 1867. 


“Pursuant to a call for a Special Meeting, the Presbytery of West Jersey 
was convened at Berlin on this day, the meeting held in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church.” “At 8% P. M. the last Moderator present, Rey. Mr. 
Brace, of Blackwoodtown, called the meeting to order. The Moderator being 
called upon as being well acquainted with this field showed cause why such 
organization as Berlin Presbyterian Church should be favorably received. 
Mr. Rich Brace was elected as the first elder.” 


The first Communion Service was held at the home of Mr. Read and 
present were Rev. John B. Edmondson and Elder Rich Brace, dated February 
15, 1868. Meetings were held at various places and numerous ministers 
assisted in the services. The first mention in church records of a church 
edifice at Berlin was on December 14, 1873. Irregularity of services were 
recorded on April 7, 1884, when the records indicate that no services were 
held for several years. In 1887, it is reported that “For about ten years no 
service was held in the church; the church building was sadly out of repair 
and about one hundred panes of glass broken.” The church then had a long 
successful career under Rev. F. R. Brace and Elder A. J. Doughty; necessary 
repairs were made and many members added to the rolls. Then, again from 
1891 until 1900 there were no services held. Rev. F. R. Brace again took up 
the work and again successful administration although without a Ruling 
Elder. In 1905 a Board of Trustees was organized consisting of David G. 
Clarke, Dr. Wm. Raughley, Dr. F. W. Misserve, John J. Sharp, Claude P. 
Chew, C. H. Clarke and F. R. Brace. The building was reported in good 
condition. On September 24, 1905, election of an elder took place and 
Mr. John J. Sharp was unanimously chosen. 


In June, 1906, Mr. Asa Ferry, student, began an extraordinarily suc- 
cessful ministry and later Dr. F. R. Brace again occupied the pulpit. After 
1909 there were again various irregular pulpit supplies, but with apparent 
success. Rev. Denis (Rev. Denis McAllister) is mentioned as “Supply Min- 
ister” in 1917, while Rev. Francis J. Collier acted as Moderator of Session. 
Rev. Mr. McAllister assumed being Moderator in 1918. In 1921 elders to 
act as provisional were appointed by Dr. Kerr consisting of William Klein- 
schmidt and E. W. Maloney. In 1923 the church elected its own elders— 
Adam R. Sloan, Richard S. Fink and Edward E. Thompson. Messrs. Raugh- 
ley, Sloan and Kreuger were elected Trustees. The church building had 
again become badly in need of repairs, especially the sills which were rotted. 
Consequently extensive repairs were made, the building raised for a block 
foundation, new windows were installed, a balcony added and many other 
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improvements. Rev. Mr. McAllister served until April, 1928, when due to 
failing health, he resigned. Elder Adam Sloan had died in 1927, and 
Elders Fink and Thompson served until the election of Bros. Conner and 
Pfleger. 


For ten years, since 1928, there has been no regular pastor, the pulpit 
having been supplied by various Moderators of Session including Rev. C. L. 
Pancoast, Rev. T. T. MacEwan and a number of temporary pastors including 
Rev. Mr. Bucher, Rev. James Kerr, Rev. Mr. Knapp, and a number of 
students including Mr. Mitchell Ancker, Mr. Hines and Mr. Jackson. During 
intervals of vacancy in the pulpit the elders, Messrs. Conner, Thompson 
Pfleger and Fink supplied. Elder Thompson was stricken with illness in 
1934 and died in 1939. 


Rev. Alexander Laird, Litt. D., has served as stated supply since Decem- 
ber, 1937. The present Session consists of Elders Richard S. Fink, Walter 
M. Pfleger and Howard S. Conner, Sr. The Trustees are Walter M. Pfleger, 
Howard S. Conner, Howard S. Conner, Jr., Mrs. Esther Pierce and Leo. M. 
Collins. Richard S. Fink is Church Treasurer and Mrs. Anna Pfleger, Fi- 
nancial Secretary. An active Sabbath School, Ladies’ Aid Society and reg- 
ular preaching services constitute our present activities. A fine, modern 
church building valued at $10,000.00 with comparatively small indebtedness, 
located in Berlin, N. J., at Taunton and Haines Avenue, just far enough 
distant from the White Horse Pike to provide peaceful worship. Every 
indication is that soon we shall be enjoying religious prosperity. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
GLASSBORO, N. J. 
ORGANIZED OCTOBER 14, 1867 


The Presbytery of West Jersey met pursuant to adjournment on Monday, 
October 14, 1867, at 7.30 P. M., in the Glassboro Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and was called to order by the Moderator, the Rev. C. T. McMaullin, and 
opened with prayer. Ministers present: Revs. Charles E. Ford, A. H. 
Brown, C. R. Gregory, William F. Jones, Joseph W. Hubbard, N. M. Mc- 
Conaghy, F. R. Brace, Alexander Proudfit and H. H. Beadle. Rev. William 
Lippincott, of the New Jersey Conference of the M. E. Church, and Rev. 
Mr. Wilson, of the New Jersey Conference of the M. P. Church, being present, 
were invited to sit as corresponding members. 


A petition for the organization of a church at Glassboro was read, and 
the certificates of the petitioners were presented, ten in number, namely: 
Rachel Allen, Mrs. Almira Greene, Mr. and Mrs. David Hook, Mr. and Mrs. 
Godfrey Rhinehart, Lillie Rhinehart, Mrs. Hannah Stanger, Miss Josephine 
Stanger and Thomas W. Synott. The Rev. William E. Jones then preached 
from Psalm 122, the latter part of the sixth verse, “They shall prosper that 
love thee,” after which the Moderator put the prescribed questions to the 
petitioners and organized the church with prayer. Mr. David Hook was 
elected Ruling Elder. Rev. C. R. Gregory then gave the charge to the 
members of the new church. The ordination of Ruling Elder David Hook 
was ordered for Sunday, October 20th. 


Apparently church services were held in some of the members’ homes 
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as the First Presbyterian Church was completed and dedicated on June 16, 
1869, and was located on Church Street, Glassboro. During the year 1883 
the original building was moved to a location on Academy Street and was 
used constantly until the year of 1912 when a new building was erected on 
University Boulevard, Chestnut Ridge, Glassboro. This new church was 
opened for worship on August 12, 1912, and was dedicated June 16, 1913, 
and has been used regularly ever since. However, it was completely renovat- 
ed just recently and it now makes a splendid appearance both inside and 
outside and is in good repair and is a flourishing little church. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ATCO, N. J. 
ORGANIZED NOVEMBER 24, 1867 


The settlement of Atco began about 1855, and was composed of people 
from widely scattered sections of the country, who represented a variety 
of sectarian creeds. Ignoring the barriers of denominational doctrine, they 
early began meeting together for worship and prayer, and carrying on a 
Sabbath School. The benefits derived from these meetings and the good 
influence springing therefrom encouraged them to plan for the perfecting 
of a church organization. 


The first meeting for this purpose was held in what was then known 
as the Atco House. Two subsequent meetings were held in the home 
of the Rev. Samuel Loomis (Atco Avenue and Fifth Street) on the 
17th and 24th of November, 1867. At this latter meeting the or- 
ganization of a church was consummated with a charter membership 
of thirteen persons, and was called the First Presbyterian Church of 
Atco, under the care of the Fourth Presbytery of Philadelphia, (New 
School). 


The names of the charter members were: Mrs. Mary Loomis, C. Dewitt 
Carpenter, Mrs. A. Carpenter, Henry A. Green, James E. Alton, Mrs. L. 
Alton, Mrs. F. Chields, Mrs. Thankful Gould, Miss Clara Gould, Miss 
Mary E. Gould, Mrs. T. E. Waklee, Mrs. Louisa M. Green, and Mrs. A. 
McHarg. 


Under the leadership of Mr. Loomis, the first pastor of the church, 
immediate steps were taken for the erection of a house of worship. One 
acre of land was donated for this purpose by the Richards family, who were 
the original landowners of the entire locality. Owing to lack of means, and 
opportunity to earn only the smallest amounts, in a newly constituted com- 
munity, many sacrifices were made in this task and the building was not 
completed until the Spring of 1869. The building was dedicated on the 
first Sunday in March, 1869, the Rev. E. D. Newberry having succeeded 
Mr. Loomis as pastor. 


The first Board of Trustees were: Thomas Richards, Jr., Peter McHarg, 
M. A. Waklee, W. O. Talcott and Henry A. Green. Mr. C. DeWitt Car- 
penter and Mr. James E. Alton were elected and ordained as the first 
elders. 

During the year 1872 Mr. Newberry was succeeded by Rev. Jas. G. Shinn 
as acting pastor. Mr. Shinn continued in charge of the church until April, 
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1876. Elder Carpenter had also removed from Atco just previous to this 
date. There are no records of any church activities until March 20, 1882, 
when Rev. L. C. Baker was appointed by Presbytery to act as Moderator 
of the Session, and Mr. Frank E. Kavanaugh, Princeton student, was engaged 
to supply the pulpit. 

From April 1, 1883, to May 1, 1887, the Rev. F. R. Brace, of Blackwood, 
served as Moderator of the church and during that time the pulpit was 
supplied by students and others. The church was also without any elders 
during this period and until September 8, 1895, on which date Myron J. 
Skinner was ordained an elder. From the Summer of 1887 to the Summer 
of 1889, Rev. J. B. Adams served the church as stated supply. After the 
departure of Mr. Adams the Rev. H. J. Janeway was appointed Moderator 
and the pulpit was supplied by students and an occasional minister until 
October 22, 1895, when the Rev. T. H. Medd was ordained and installed as 
pastor. Mr. Medd resigned September 15, 1897, because of ill health. The 
following twelve months found the church under the guidance of the 
Rev. J. B. Adams, and Rev. Allen H. Brown as Moderator of Session. 

On August 18, 1898, the Rev. Josiah T. Stevenson was called as pastor 
and served until April, 1908. During his pastorate much constructive work 
was done and many members added. The church having only one elder, on 
March 24, 1903, a meeting was called for the election of additional elders 
and Theo. Schleinkofer and B. B. Frost were elected but Mr. Frost never 
qualified. 

Following Rev. J. T. Stevenson’s departure the pulpit was filled by 
students and candidates until May 15, 1904, when the Rev. W. L. Squier 
was called and served as stated supply. Mr. Squier served the church until 
the Spring of 1910 then was obliged to resign because of failing health. 
Elder Skinner passed away March 12, 1905, again leaving the church with 
only one elder until 1918 when two additional elders were elected. After 
his retirement Mr. Squier served as Moderator until February 15, 1913, 
when Rev. Francis I. Collier was appointed and served until his death in 
March, 1918. During these years the pulpit was supplied by many persons, 
some for months and others for only one or more Sabbaths, many prominent, 
and many students. 

The C. E. was organized in 1890 by Rev. D. I. Camp. Junior C. E. in 
1903 by Mrs. Theo. Schleinkofer. A Ladies’ Guild was organized in the 
early life of the church. 

After years of planning and preparation, in 1921 the erection of the 
present building was begun, and completed in 1922. In 1927 the con- 
gregation ordered the erection of a manse and today both are largely 
paid for. 

In 1922, the Rev. R. E. Muthard was called and served until July 1, 1923; 
the Rev. Wm. McNally was called November 5, 1923; Rev. Joseph C. Harrison, 
May 23, 1927; Rev. C. L. Pancoast, July 15, 1929; Mr. John C. Castle, student 
supply, May 11, 1937. 


THE WEST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BRIDGETON, N. J. 
ORGANIZED MARCH 16, 1869 


The West Presbyterian Church, of Bridgeton, was organized by the 
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Presbytery of West Jersey in 1869. It was thought wise at this time to 
establish a church on the west side of the Cohansey River, in the new and 
rapidly growing section of the city. One hundred and thirteen of the charter 
members came by letter from the First Church and four from the Second 
Church of Bridgeton. This was a very friendly exodus and these churches 
joined heartily in this movement to extend the influence of the church. In 
this neighborhood was the West Jersey Academy and two flourishing 
schools for girls. It was a community of great opportunity for the 
new church. 


Plans for a church building were immediately begun. During the con- 
struction of the chapel the new congregation held services in the old Broad 
Street Church. The beautiful brown stone building on the corner of West 
Commerce and Giles Streets was soon completed and dedicated free of 
debt. 


The church has been served by ministers of ability and churchmen of 
vision and consecration have loyally supported the work throughout the 
years. This church has stood as a community center enjoying the confidence 
of the people. The West Church Sunday School, from the beginning, has 
been popular and efficient. There is nothing exceptional to put into this 
record except the story of continuing loyalty and hopefulness in the gospel 
of Christ. The church has been self-supporting and has at times contributed 
liberally to the boards of the church. 


The Presbyterian Church has had a great opportunity in Bridgeton but 
perhaps the strength of the body has been dissipated in the attempt to 
support too many churches. It has been suggested that a merger of the 
First and West Churches would relieve the burden. With this thought in 
mind there is an item of interest in the records of the West Church Session 
dated September, 1934, calling for a joint meeting with the Session of the 
First Church to discuss such a union. No definite action was taken at 
this time. 


In June, 1936, the pastor and certain members of West Church withdrew 
to organize an independent congregation to be affiliated with the so-called 
Presbyterian Church of America. This seceding group attempted to gain 
possession of the church property and the Presbytery of West Jersey was 
compelled to prosecute an order of ejectment in the civil courts. During 
the progress of this case, which continued for more than two years, the 
continuing loyal members were without a church home. The property was 
restored by order of Judge Shay in June of 1938. The church which had 
been dissolved by Presbytery was re-organized on October 19, 1938. 


The question of a merger with the First Church was brought forward 
again at this time. The suggestion was made that the First Church move 
to the west side and carry on in the larger and more stately building of 
the West Church congregation. This opportunity was not accepted by the 
First Church but a possibility of a merger is within the future. 


After all these years of splendid service West Church is beginning all 
over again with a new birth of life and ambition. Rev. John W. Hutchinson, 
a member of the Presbytery of The Redwoods, was called, and was installed 
pastor September 28, 1939. The loyal congregation looks hopefully to a 
speedy restoration of the old order. 
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BUNKER HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BUNKER HILL, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JUNE 14, 1869 


For at least twenty years before they were organized into a church 
' the Presbyterians of Bunker Hill had been conducting a Bible School every 
Sabbath, and preaching services at least once a month, in the district school- 
house that still stands across the road from the present day sanctuary. 


In the Autumn of 1868 the Presbytery of West Jersey was petitioned 
to effect a church organization. In response to the request Presbytery 
appointed a committee consisting of the Rev. Alexander Proudfit, of the 
Clayton Church; Rev. E. P. Shields, of the Williamstown Church, and Elder 
Robert Wilson, of the Williamstown Church, to visit the Bunker Hill field, 
and report to Presbytery. 


At the meeting of Presbytery in the Spring the committee reported 
urging the organization of a church, and was instructed to revisit the field 
and put its recommendation into effect, which they did on June 14, 1869, 
receiving into the new organization by letters from the Williamstown and 
Blackwood Presbyterian Churches the following persons: John Henry, Mrs. 
Grace Henry, David Ralston, Mrs. Elizabeth Ralston, Miss Sarah Ralston, 
James McCracken, Mrs. Nancy McCracken, Thomas McClure, John McClure, 
Mrs. Sarah Craven McClure, and James McClure. 


Messrs. John Henry and James McClure were chosen as the first elders 
and were at once ordained and installed. 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered for the first 
time on Sabbath, July 11, 1869, the Rev. F. R. Brace, D. D., of Blackwood, 
officiating. 


Prior to the organization of the church the schoolhouse had become too 
small to accommodate the congregation, and a subscription had been taken 
up for a church building, the corner stone of which was laid with appropriate 
exercises on the evening of the day of organization. The building has 
withstood the blasts of seventy Winters and is still the sanctuary to which 
the people repair for worship every Lord’s Day. 


During the life of the church of three score and ten years, it has 
received into its fellowship over one hundred members. It has had but 
three elders, Messrs. John Henry, James McClure and Wilson McClure. 
Mr. Henry served until his death in 1878, Mr. James McClure until he entered 
into rest June 20, 1910, and Mr. Wilson McClure who was ordained and 
installed on July 3, 1910, to succeed his father, still serves the church most 
acceptably. | 

Since its organization the Bunker Hill Church has had a number of 
ministers and seminary students occupy its pulpit, the most extended min- 
istries being those of the Rev. J. M. Huntting, who died on January 14, 1939, 
in his 98rd year, and the Rev. Alexander Laird, Litt. D., who served the 
church from the Summer of 1917 until September, 1939. 

It is worthy of note that Mr. Samuel C. Locke has served continuously 
as a Trustee for over forty years, and his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Locke, has 
been Congregational Treasurer for over fifty years. Mr. Wilson McClure 
has been Superintendent of the Sunday School for thirty years, and Clerk 
of the Session since 1910. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
ORGANIZED DECEMBER 27, 1870 


The First Presbyterian Church, of Atlantic City, is claimed to be the 
second oldest church with an uninterrupted history in the earliest per- 
manently settled area of South New Jersey, having been established in 1856 
by the Rev. Allen H. Brown, pioneer missionary in these parts, who inci- 
dently fathered some sixty other Presbyterian projects, most of which are 
still active as organized churches. 


From 1856 until 1870, the Atlantic City experiment passed this pre- 
carious and doubtful stage, although, by wise foresight a substantial church 
building was reared in the very beginning and proved to be a valuable asset. 
Philadelphia Presbyterians sponsored the embryo church during the forma- 
tive years until 1870, when it was formally organized by the Presbytery 
of West Jersey and legally incorporated. Six persons constituted the 
original roll of accepted membership. 


During the period from 1870 until 1884, the pulpit was in charge, 
on and off, of supply ministers. The Revs. A. G. Baker, Henry M. Baker 
and Edward Bryan are recorded as having served the church in that 
capacity and they successively marked decided general spiritual progress. 


In 1884, the church felt prosperous enough to command the official 
services of an installed minister. The Rev. William A. Aikman, D. D., was 
chosen and assumed charge in April, 1884. His was an abundant and fruit- 
ful ministry. For nine years he presided over increasing accessions and 
directed the growing benevolences through the official boards of the de- 
nomination. He retired from the active pastorate in 1894 and was made 
pastor emeritus. His successor, the Rev. Frederick J. Stanley, was installed 
in 1897 and resigned in 1904. His pastorate was also rich in signs and seals 
of substantial spiritual and financial progress. His special emphasis seems 
to have been on systematic Bible study and support of the cause of Foreign 
Missions. In other directions as well, the church owes much of its present 
prestige to Dr. Stanley’s unstinted services to the church and the denomina- 
tion at large. 


The Rev. Herbert M. Gesner succeeded Dr. Stanley and was installed 
as pastor in 1905. Mr. Gesner was a preacher of exceptional ability and 
attracted many visitors to his pulpit ministry. During the closing years of 
his ministry the present English Gothic church was erected. He withdrew 
from the church in 1912. 


In November of that year an unanimous Call was extended the Rev. 
Henry Merle Mellen, D. D., of Newark, N. J. He accepted the summons 
and was installed as minister November 14, 1912. He continues as minister 
of this historic church and is now in the twenty-seventh year of a happy 
pastorate. 


Two carefully prepared brochures have been published by the Session, 
one in 1936 and another in 1937. These relate in detail the history 
of the church from its inception, and summarize the accomplishments of 
Dr. Mellen’s resort years. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
HADDONFIELD, N. J. 
ORGANIZED NOVEMBER 21, 1871 


The first religious services under the auspices of Presbytery in Haddon- 
field were held in Fowler’s Hall during April, 1858, Rev. David Stewart and 
Rev. Samuel J. Baird having been appointed to preach, and hold services 
twice a month, the ministers alternating. This arrangement continued until 
April 18, 1860, when “because of the change in the boundaries of Presbytery, 
the Committee on Haddonfield was discharged.” Then followed the Civil War. 


A petition for the organization of a church was presented to the 
Presbytery of West Jersey at Salem, October 4, 1871, which was favorably 
received, and the church organized with twenty-one members November 21, 
1871, with Messrs. David Roe and Joseph Tatem as Ruling Elders. On 
November 14, 1872, Rev. Edwin D. Newberry was installed pastor. The 
Sunday School had been organized with David Roe, Superintendent, and 
Miss Ellen Fitzwalter in charge of the “Infant Class.” 


A lot was purchased on the present site of the church, and the building 
of a church edifice and manse began, the auditorium of which was occupied 
in November, 1874. On April 16, 1879, Mr. Newberry resigned. He was 
followed by Rev. Julius E. Werner, May 5, 1881. The church edifice was 
finished and dedicated August 15, 1882. Mr. Werner died in Colorado, July 
10, 1898. Mr. W. W. Casselberry, a Princeton student, became supply for 
a year, until the time of his ordination, and then installed pastor May 31, 
1894. He resigned April 19, 1904, to accept a Call to a church at Dunellen, 
N. J. During his ministry the congregation took under its care the support 
of its first Foreign Missionary, Rev. Wilbur M. Campbell, and also its first 
local missionary enterprise at Audubon, which developed into the Logan 
Memorial Presbyterian Church. 


Rev. William Allen became pastor September 29, 1904. In 1907 a 
second local mission was begun at Ashland, which became an organized 
church in 1916. In 1908 the present beautiful church edifice, a Memorial 
by Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Moore to their son Gilbert Henry Moore, was 
finished and dedicated. Mr. Allen died February 18, 1915. 


For two years the church was supplied first by Rev. B. N. Chamberlain 
who died November 17, 1915, and then by Rev. Adolos Allen, who continued 
until the installation of Rev. Joseph B. C. Mackie, January 14, 1917. During 
his ministry the third local mission was undertaken at Woodcrest, and the 
support of the church’s second Foreign Missionaries, Rev. and Dr. Hugo A. 
Muller. Mr. Mackie resigned November 16, 1920, to accept a Call to the 
Northminster Presbyterian Church, of Philadelphia, Pa. 


The first church office was opened with Miss Ruth E. McComb as Church 
Secretary, January 1, 1918. Miss McComb resigned after serving for a 
year, and was succeeded by Miss Helen Thomas, who resigned her charge, 
and was immediately followed by Miss E. Marie Sitley, December 1, 1920— 
still the efficient, faithful Secretary. 


A Board of Deacons was organized in 1919. 


The present pastorate began by the installation of Rev. Robert Hugh 
Morris, D. D., May 10, 1921, during which the church has made rapid growth 
in membership and Christian work. The fourth local mission was established 
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at Somerdale where a commodious brick house of worship has been erected. 
Membership in the Session, Board of Deacons, and Board of Trustees were 
largely increased. 


As assistants Dr. Morris has had Rev. Charles H. Doellefeld, Miss May 
Sylvia Alloway, Rev. William Mitchell, Rev. Edward J. Ardis, Rev. R. Clyde 
Smith, Rev. Theron Hewitt and Rev. Ralph B. Gamewell. From May 1, 
1937, to October 31, 1938, the assistant was Rev. Robert MacGowan MacNab. 
Rev. William H. Topping succeeded Mr. Gamewell in July, 1938. Rev. Carl 
S. Fisher was chosen assistant and was ordained May 24, 1939. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MERCHANTVILLE, N. J. 
ORGANIZED MARCH 14, 1872 


The first effort to organize a Presbyterian Church in Merchantville was 
in January, 1871, by several persons holding stated weekly meetings in the 
Public Hall. Dr. V. D. Reed and Dr. L. C. Baker, pastors of the First and 
Second Presbyterian Churches of Camden, N. J., respectively, conducted the 
first few services. Prof. R. Ellis Thompson, of the University of Penn- 
sylvania, was the first permanent supply. On November 7, 1871, at a 
meeting of the Presbytery of West Jersey, application was made by Professor 
Thompson and other interested persons for a church organization, which was 
granted, and a committee appointed to organize the church, namely: Dr. 
V. D. Reed and Rev. Franklin D. Harris, of Woodbury, N. J. 


On the evening of March 14, 1872, in the Public Hall, services were held 
constituting the First Presbyterian Church of Merchantville, N. J., with 
Mr. John Homer, Ruling Elder, and a membership of fourteen persons coming 
from seven different churches and four denominations. 


During the summer of 1874, with the assistance of the Board of Home 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, Rev. Nathaniel L. Upham, of German- 
town, was installed the first pastor, and at the annual congregational meet- 
ing March 14, 1875, a movement was begun towards having a church 
building. The building was commenced in the Fall and on June 11, 1876, 
the church building was dedicated complete with furnishings, the total cost 
$5624.09. This original building is still the main part of the church. 

A Sunday School building was constructed at the rear of the church 
in 1893, which added greatly to the efficiency of the various church activities 
and especially of the Sunday School. 

A new pipe organ was installed and dedicated June 19, 1900, with appro- 
priaté services. 

Early in 1924 arrangements and plans were made for a new Sunday 
School building adjacent to the church building. September 16, 1924, 
arrangements were made for laying the corner stone, which took place with 
suitable ceremony Saturday, October 25, 1924, the building of gray stone. 
The building completed was dedicated June 14, 1925. Friday, June 12, was 
devoted to children’s entertainment. Saturday evening a reception was 
given to the public. The Receiving Committee was the Session and Trustees 
and their wives. Sunday, June 14, Children’s Day, the members of the 
Sunday School entered the building at 10.830 A. M. and a very complete 
dedicatory service took place. Mr. Frank Cross, Superintendent of the 


82 


Sunday School, presided, and the pastor, Rev. Gordon M. Russell, conducted 
the service. Mr. Frederick L. Holman presented a fine set of chimes in 
memory of his father and mother, and these were appropriately dedicated 
at the morning service Sunday, June 21, 1925. 


In the Sunday School building there is a large auditorium with gallery 
and several class rooms. Also three departmental rooms, a gymnasium and 
kitchen well equipped. Cost of building and equipment about $75,000. 


The present church membership is about six hundred and thirty, and the 
Sunday School membership about five hundred and fifty. 


The following ministers have been pastors of the church: Rev. N. L. 
Upham, May 21, 1874, to May 24, 1882; Rev. M. C. Wood, September 1, 
1884, to November 15, 1887; Rev. Roderick C. Cobb, January 10, 1888, to 
May 11, 1891; Rev. I. Mench Chambers, October 13, 1891, to October 29, 1919; 
Rev. Gorden M. Russell, February 25, 1920, to January 28, 1933 (the pas- 
torate terminated by death). 


Rev. E. Lansing Bennett, installed September 21, 1933, is the present 
pastor who with the following Ruling Elders comprise the Session: Mr. 
F. E. Atkins, Mr. John K. Bell, Mr. Joseph D. Campbell, Mr. George W. Cole, 
Clerk; Mr. C. Stuart Cooper, Mr. Samuel O. Dobson, Mr. Frederick L. 
Holman, Mr. Alexander Mackerell, Mr. Harry K. Oakford, Mr. Herman G. 
Storm. 





MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WENONAH, N. J. 
ORGANIZED SEPTEMBER 22, 1873 


On September 22, 1873, a committee of the Presbytery of West Jersey, 
at the request of the Wenonah Sabbath School Association, met at Wenonah 
and organized the First Presbyterian Church of Wenonah with eighteen 
charter members, of whom the only survivor, Dr. Thomas W. Synnott, is now 
an elder. 


So eager were the organizers of the “Sabbath School” for a meeting 
place, that a sizable sum had been contributed for the erection of a church 
when a Building Committee was appointed in February, 1873. This com- 
mittee worked with such industry that the church was organized in Sep- 
tember, 1873, “in the yet hardly completed building.” 


Prior to this organization seventeen preaching services were held by 
Dr. F. RB. Brace and others including Rev. J. H. O’Brien who had beerr asked 
by a joint committee of the Glassboro, Bunker Hill, and Wenonah Churches 
to supply their pulpits. Mr. O’Brien was regularly called to the pastorate 
in August, 1877, and served the church until April, 1888. At that time 
there were sixty-seven church and one hundred and fifty Sunday School 
members. 

In October, 1894, Rev. A. P. Botsford was chosen pastor and served until 
April, 1896. During his pastorate Billingsport, which had been served by 
his predecessor and the Wenonah Methodist Church were organized. Twenty- 
seven “persons and families” were dismissed to these churches. During his 
pastorate the benevolent contributions surpassed the amount expended for 
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current expenses and despite dismissals to the newly organized churches 
the membership in both church and Sunday School increased. 


In November, 1896, Rev. Raymond H. Gage, a graduate of Yale Univer- 
sity and Princeton Seminary, was called to the pastorate and served until 
his death, December 19, 1932. Dr. Gage was greatly beloved by the church 
and was widely influential in the community both of which he served with 
ability and fidelity. He was an honored member of Presbytery, chairman 
of the Committee on Synodical Missions of the Synod of New Jersey, and a 
Trustee of the General Assembly. The membership of the church increased 
to three hundred and seventy-one and the Sunday School to two hundred 
and fifty-six during his pastorate. 


The church was growing during Dr. Gage’s pastorate and the necessity 
for a larger church was apparent to all. On January 9, 1903, Elder Thomas 
W. Synnott offered to donate the ground, erect, and equip completely a 
church building for the use of the congregation absolutely free of cost as 
a memorial to his mother, Harriet Heston Whitney Synnott. This offer was 
accepted by the congregation and the present beautiful building providing 
for the needs of both church and Sunday School was dedicated with appro- 
priate services as the Memorial Presbyterian Church of Wenonah, April 5, 
1904. 

Mr. Edward L. Farr, an honored member of the Board of Trustees for 
a number of years, asked for and was granted permission to install a pipe 
organ in the Memorial Church. The beautiful new organ was first used at 
the dedicatory services. On May 26, 1903, Mrs. Hannah Bailey Farr, “who 
until recently had been a member of the church, offered to buy and deed 
to the church a lot adjoining it on Princeton Avenue provided the church 
would build a manse thereon at a cost of not less than $5000.” This offer 
was accepted and the parsonage built. 

Dr. O. W. Buschgen, who was well known to the church, assumed the 
duties of pastor in February, 1933, and served until November, 1937, when 
he was called to the Westminster Church, Elizabeth, New Jersey. “Dr. 
Buschgen assumed the pastorate under natural and compelling circumstances. 
He began his work in such splendid spirit, and with such a fine appreciation 
of the work that had been done by his predecessor, with such enthusiasm, 
ability, and energy that every department of church work was stimulated 
and the membership increased.” 

In June, 1938, Rev. Melvin R. Campbell, pastor of the Lakewood 
Presbyterian Church, a graduate of Park College and Princeton Seminary, 
was called to the pastorate. He was installed by the Presbytery of West 
Jersey on September 22, 1988. The congregation is responding whole 
heartedly to his enthusiasm, industry and zeal. 

The records of the church reveal that: The women have co-operated 
enthusiastically in the promotion of every worth-while project; the church 
engaged whole-heartedly in missionary effort by assisting in the establish- 
ment of nearby churches and by supporting home and foreign missionaries 
in whole or in part; the Sabbath School was for many years supported 
entirely by an annual budget allotment; the church sponsored the first 
Boy Scout organization in the State and one of the oldest Scout Troops in 
the country. 

The present membership, mindful of the high traditions of the past, 
seeks to continue the wide Kingdom interests of the church and to progress 
in faith and life. The church looks forward with high anticipation. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ELMER, N. J. 
ORGANIZED NOVEMBER 24, 1879 


There having been a desire expressed by several people in Elmer and 
vicinity that Presbyterian services be held there with a view of establishing 
a church, the Rev. William A. Ferguson, of Daretown, was invited to hold 
services in Reed’s Hall, beginning about the first of July, 1879. 


A Sunday School was shortly organized and was well attended, as were 
also the preaching services. The work seemed promising and it was de- 
termined to petition the Presbytery of West Jersey to organize a Presby- 
terian Church in Elmer. 


A petition was duly presented to the Presbytery at its meeting in 
Woodstown, October 7 and 8, 1879. Presbytery received the petition and 
appointed the following committee to visit the field and, if the way be clear, 
organize a Presbyterian Church, viz.: Revs. Wm. A. Ferguson, Allen H. 
Brown, J. Allen Maxwell, James DeHart Bruen, H. H. Beadle, and O. B. 
McCurdy, together with Elders T. B. Jones, Joseph L. Richman, and William 
Elmer, M. D. 


The committee visited Elmer on November 24, 1879, and held its meeting 
in Reed’s Hall, at 3.45 P. M. The meeting was called to order by the 
chairman, Rev. Wm. A. Ferguson and opened with prayer by Rev. H. H. 
Beadle. Rev. O. B. McCurdy was then elected Clerk. In order to bring the 
business before the meeting a motion was made by Rev. H. H. Beadle, that 
a church be organized at Elmer. Considerable time was spent in hearing 
the applicants for a church, and after a free interchange of opinions among 
the members of the committee, the motion was put to a vote and carried. 
The following persons were then received into the new organization: By 
Letter—Calvin S. Anderson, Mrs. Mary J. Jones, William J. Irwin, Mrs. 
Anna J. Irwin, Ellis W. Pedrick, Mrs. Elizabeth Pedrick, Miss Mary Pedrick, 
Miss Adelaide E. Pedrick, Theodore S. Rogers, Mrs. Phoebe Rogers, Miss 
Laura Rogers, Miss Lida Rogers, William H. Middleton, Mrs. Rebecca 
Heighton, Miss Maggie Curry. By Profession—Mrs. Mary A. Anderson. 
These sixteen persons then signified, by rising, their willingness to agree 
and covenant to walk together in a church relation, according to the 
acknowledged doctrines and order of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Calvin 
S. Anderson was then elected Ruling Elder, by unanimous vote, and Rev. 
Wm. A. Ferguson was chosen Moderator of Session, after which a recess 
was taken until 7.30 P. M. when the Rev. William A. Ferguson ordained and 
installed Mr. C. S. Anderson into the office of Ruling Elder. Rev. J. Allen 
Maxwell preached an appropriate sermon from James 1: 22, and the services 
were closed with prayer and the Apostolic Benediction by Rev. O. B. McCurdy. 

September 24, 1881, the First Presbyterian Church of Elmer was dedi- 
eated. The cost of the old church was about $4000. 

April 13, 1924, present church was finished at a cost of $22,000.00. 
April 15, 1924, church was dedicated. The old parsonage on Second Street 
was sold and a new parsonage was erected adjoining the new church in 1925. 

The following have served the church as stated supplies and pastors: 
Rev. Wm. A. Ferguson (s. s.), November, 1879, to June, 1881; Rev. Wm. D. 
Smith (s. s.), June, 1881, to June, 1882; Rev. Herbert R. Rundall (s. s.), 
July, 1882, to April, 1885; Rev. Charles A. Oliver (s. s.), May, 1885, to 
September, 1885; Rev. Morvin Custer, ordained and installed, June 2, 1886, 
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to April, 1889; Rev. Wm. S. Voorhies, ordained and installed, July 1, 1890, 
to April 31, 1892; Rev. Thomas Thompson (p.), October 4, 1892, to January 
20, 1898; Rev. George L. Smith (p.), April 20, 1898, to September 7, 1902; 
Rev. John H. Nicholas (s. s.), March 3, 1908, to September 6, 1903; Rev. 
Robert H. Morris (s. s.), January 10, 1904, to May 26, 1904; Rev. Robert H. 
Morris (p), May 26, 1904, to May 6, 1906; Rev. E. J. Gwynn, D. D. (p.) May 9, 
1907, to June 30, 1919; Rev. Lloyd P. Henderson (p.), January 23, 1920, 
to September 21, 1920; Rev. E. Ray Simons (p.), February 16, 1922, to 
January 10, 1928; Rev. Joseph Howell (p.), September 27, 1928, to present. 


SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
; ORGANIZED NOVEMBER 26, 1882 

The German people make good Presbyterians. Some of the most loyal 
and devoted Christians in America are found in the German Presbyterian 
Churches. John Wessel was a German minister. He is called by Bayle 
the forerunner of Luther. Although he ministered in Germany, his influence 
is still felt by those who left Germany and came to America when our 
country was young. As early as 1876 some of the Germans of Atlantic City 
met for several years in different cottages to hear the Gospel in their mother 
tongue. They tried to influence the Lutheran Synod of Philadelphia, Pa., 
to help them to erect a church in Atlantic City, but the Lutheran Synod saw 
no necessity of having a German Lutheran Church in that city. 

Soon after this Dr. Allen H. Brown, the founder of many Presbyterian 
Churches in South Jersey, heard of the plight of these Germans, went to 
their assistance, and brought them into the fold of the Presbytery of West 
Jersey. Their first minister, Rev. Arnold W. Fismer, served the church 
from 1882 to 1885, and in 1884 erected the present church on the corner of 
Pacific and Ocean Avenues. His successors were: Rev. Paul H. Schnatz, 
Rev. H. W. Hortsch, and Rey. A. K. Staiger. Dr. Staiger raised the church 
and built the parsonage during his ministry. 

The present pastor, Rev. John W. Kliefken, took charge in 1902, and has 
done and is still doing a splendid work. He is a hard-working pastor and is 
loved by his faithful members. Dr. Kliefken is a splendid clergyman. He 
preaches the blood-bought Gospel with passion for souls. His beautiful 
influence lives not only in the hearts who are true to the banner of God’s 
Kingdom, but—vivid and imperishable, like a grain of corn that shall yet 
bring rich harvests—in the souls of his own German people. His heart is 
full of love. His soul is full of passion. His ministry thrills with sacrifice, 
and his efforts are blessed of God. 





BILLINGSPORT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


(Now Paulsboro) 


PAULSBORO, N. J. 
ORGANIZED OCTOBER 15, 1885 


In the Spring of 1868 a Union School was organized in a Billingsport 
boat house owned by Mrs. E. Gibbs, by Mrs. Allen Dick, Miss Mary L. Dick, 
Mr. and Mrs. Downey, with Mr. Simmons as Superintendent. 
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Mr. Frederick W. Dick donated a lot, and in October, 1873, a small 
building had been erected. 


In April, 1870, the Presbytery of West Jersey fostered the movement 
and requested Rev. U. W. Condit “to give as much preaching and pastoral 
care as may be in his power.” 


On October 2, 1874, Presbytery was petitioned for regular services and 
the organization of a church, but Presbytery’s Committee reported “Not 
yet ready” and the enterprise was made an Out Station of the Wenonah 
Presbyterian Church. 

On February 4, 1875, Augustus S. Barber, John R. Middleton, and Samuel 
S. Coles were elected Trustees and the Incorporation Certificate filed that 
day in the County Clerk’s Office, picod aie y ee for the Trustees of the Billings- 
port Presbyterian Church. 

The Church was organized by a committee of the Presbytery of West 
Jersey on October 15, 1885, and received into the membership of the new 
organization, Mrs. Anna S. Bates, Miss Annie Bramell, Mrs. Sarah Allen 
Dick, Mrs. Mary A. G. Derkinlt, Mrs. Annie S. Williams, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Jenkins, Mr. William N. M. Maxwell, Mrs. Mary E. Sheets, Mrs. Ellen A. 
Maxwell, and Mrs. Margaret White. On November 15, 1885, Mr. W. N. M. 
Maxwell was elected elder, and ordained November 22, 1885. 

Rev. J. H. O’Brien, who began his care of the enterprise on October 4, 
1875, was appointed stated supply on October 15, 1885, and continued his 
ministry until his death September 23, 1915, a period of service of almost 
forty-one years. Under Mr. O’Brien the church attained a maximum 
membership of twenty-five, with sixty-three in the Sunday School. 

From 1915 until 1920 the church was supplied by different ministers, 
and in April, 1920, the Rev. Walter Boardman was appointed as stated 
supply, and on May 6, 1922, he was installed as the first pastor, continuing 
his ministry until April 3, 1924. 

On January 4, 1924, a new Corporation Charter was obtained under the 
name of the First Presbyterian Church of Paulsboro. 

On May 15, 1924, the Rev. Fred. W. Mathews was installed as pastor, 
the property in Billingsport was sold, and the congregation worshipped in 
a rented building, until the new church was erected at the corner of Beacon 
Avenue and Quincy Street, Paulsboro, the corner stone of which was laid 
September 27, 1924. The cost of the property was about $25,000. Presby- 
tery met in the new building for the first time on June 16, 1925. Mr. 
Mathews’ pastorate ended on March 16, 1926. 

Rev. J. N. McDowell and others supplied the pulpit until December 6, 
1926, when the Rev. C. C. Weir was installed, serving until April 8, 1928. 
He was succeeded on November 13, 1928, by the Rev. Howard Douglas who 
remained as pastor until May 31, 1937. On June 1, 1937, Rev. J. Stockton 
Roddy, Ph. D., was appointed stated supply and has continued his services 
until the present, November, 1939. 

The maximum membership of the church was under the ministry of the 
Rev. J. Howard Douglas when the church had one hundred and five com- 
municants, and a Sunday School membership of one hundred and forty-four. 
Owing to removals, deaths and other causes the active membership of the 
church is now (1939) sixty-six, with a Sunday School enrollment of one 
hundred and thirty-three. 

The present Session consists of the following elders: James C. Clark, 
(Clerk); William W. Weaver, Vallierre E. Ramer, and John M. Wingate. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
PLEASANTVILLE, N. J. 
ESTABLISHED APRIL 6, 1886 


The church came into being as a mission at Somers Point on April 6, 
1886, and the building was later removed to Pleasantville, and is still in use 
as a Chapel. 


The church building was erected in 1901, and at its dedication the church 
was honored in having as the principal speaker the Rev. Henry Colin Minton, 
D. D., Moderator of the General Assembly. The manse was built in 1906. 


The fiftieth anniversary of the church’s beginning was appropriately 
observed with religious exercises and gifts. 


During its history the church has been served by the following supplies 
and pastors: Revs. E. Morris Ferguson, 1886-1887; Chas. H. Killie, 1887-1888; 
J. E. Peters, 1888-1891; J. H. Kilburn, 1891-1893; P. H. Kennedy, 1893-1894; 
Edward Eels, 1894-1895; John H. Ferguson, 1895-1897; S. W. Steckel (first 
pastor), 1897-1904; J. S. Hunter, 1904; Roland S. Crist, 1905-1907; H. R. 
McClelland, Ph. D., 1908-1918; Henry S. Jones, D. D., 1918,1920; T. M. 
Simonton, 1920-. 


During the present pastorate a pipe organ has been installed, twenty 
thousand dollars have been raised for a new building, and the property has 
been much repaired and improved. Three hundred and sixty have been 
added to the membership. The church contributes to all the Boards of the 
Church, and has many activities. 


The Sunday evening attendance is the largest, and the service is en- 
riched by two quartettes, a young people’s choir, and a men’s chorus. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
JANVIER, N. J. 
ORGANIZED NOVEMBER 10, 1886 


As some of the Janvier men were walking home from a school meeting, 
Mr. H. P. Friis made a remark that it was a pity the people of Janvier could 
not come closer together and be more sociable, so that some good might be 
done for the community. 


The result of this suggestion was the organization of the “Janvier 
Improvement Society.” Following the suggestion of Mr. H. P. Friis, in 
response to a general wish, a Sunday School was organized in the Janvier 
Improvement Society’s room, then meeting in the house of Mr. Charles E. 
Pfeiffer, on the sixth day of June, 1886, by the Rev. Harry L. Janeway and 
Elder John M. Taggart, of Williamstown Presbyterian Church. It was then 
that the late Sydney B. Walsh and his brother, E. M. Walsh, suggested the 
building of a church. 


As most of the land of Janvier was the property of Miss Mary F. 
Janvier, of Bridgeton, and her attorney being an elder in the First Presby- 
terian Church of Bridgeton (James J. Reeves, Esq.), his advice was sought. 
He kindly brought the matter before the Rev. Allen H. Brown, the Synodical 
Missionary, who brought it before the Presbytery of West Jersey at the 
June meeting, 1886, Mr. Brown being cordially assisted by the Rev. Harry L. 
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Janeway, pastor of the Williamstown Church. Presbytery ordered its Church 
Extension Committee to visit Janvier and report. On September 29, 1886, 
the Presbytery at a meeting held in Clayton considered the report and 
granted the petition for the establishment of a church in Janvier. The 
following committee was appointed: The Rev. Harry L. Janeway, of 
Williamstown, Chairman and Secretary; the Rev. Allen H. Brown, of Camden; 
Elder D. Wilson Moore, of Clayton, Treasurer; Elder John M. Taggart, of 
Williamstown Church, and Elder James J. Reeves, of Bridgeton. 


The Presbytery empowered Mr. Janeway and E. M. Walsh to visit the 
churches of Presbytery in order to raise funds for the building of the church. 
The people of Janvier subscribed and paid over $300 toward the fund and 
the churches throughout the Presbytery responded so generously that $1700 
was raised. The foundation was laid in October, 1886, and the corner stone 
was laid by Mrs. Mary W. Janeway, the wife of our pastor, on the tenth 
of November, 1886, on which date the church was duly organized as the 
First Presbyterian Church of Janvier. The Revs, Allen H. Brown, Dr. 
Villeroy D. Reed, H. L. Janeway and Elders D. Wilson Moore and John M. 
Taggart, the Organizing Committee, admitted nineteen members: Sofi 
Pfeiffer, Marie Neilsen, Annie Scott, Marie Larsen, Sarah Mackintosh, Phebe 
Ann Fleu, Mary Ann Rice, Margaret Jensen, Eliza Maltman, Catherine 
Miller, Sarah Myers, Florence Pleis, Hannah Hansen, Cora Pleis, Lizzie Pleis, 
Cecilia Curry, Charlotte E. Walsh, Christian Jensen and E. M. Walsh. 


The first misfortune that befell this church was when, in 1895, their 
dear pastor, Rev. Harry L. Janeway, was, through ill health, obliged to 
retire from Williamstown and Janvier Churches. Janvier has been subjected 
to all kinds of losses. Many who worked for the church and school have 
gone to their eternal home, many have moved to other places, yet the doors 
of the church are still open and a consecrated few do their Master’s work. 
The present membership is fifteen. The church has been supplied for the 
past eleven years by the Rev. William S. Clapp, pastor of the Williamstown 
Church. 


THIRD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CAMDEN, N. J. 
ORGANIZED FEBRUARY 6, 1888 


The Third Presbyterian Church was originally organized by a committee 
appointed by the Presbytery of West Jersey in February, 1888. 

In November, 1893, the church was closed for a time. 

After more than twelve years of sleep the church began to show signs 
of awakening in April, 1905. May 28, 1905, Mr. Wm. P. Blair, then a 
theological student at Temple, was asked to conduct the services and from 
that time on continued at the church which was reorganized in 1906. Mr. 
Blair was called as pastor of the church in 1907 and was ordained September 
24, 1907. He continued with the church as its pastor from that time until 
his death, August 24, 1939, and the blessing of God has been upon his 
work. 


The Lord has guided through difficult times and we believe the church 
today still has a testimony to hold forth in the community where it is 
located. 
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FOURTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CAMDEN, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JANUARY 22, 1889 


This church was organized January 22, 1889, as the German Presbyterian 
Church of Liberty Park, Camden, after one and a half years of missionary 
work by Rev. Charles H. Schwartzbach, who is still living. Mr. Schwartz- 
bach became the first pastor, 1889-1892. 


The church was organized with a membership of seventeen persons, of 
whom two are still living, Mrs. Katherine Hartmeyer and Mrs. Clara Hart- 
meyer Hanseur, of Monrovia, California. A daughter of one of the original 
members is still an active member, Mrs. Dora Schliepbacke Reid. The 
church was completed March 1, 1889, and was dedicated March 3, 1889. 


The German language was used in the morning service and English 
in the evening service until 1903, when the German speaking members be- 
came fewer and English was used at all services. 


The following pastors have served the congregation: Rev. R. J. 
Buttinghausen, 1892-1894; Rev. Charles Schneegas, 1894-1900; Rev. Julius 
O. Symanske, 1900-1903; Rev. W. D.. Williams, 1903-1904; Rev. Robert D. 
Williams, 1904-1905; Rev. J. A. McDanold, 1905-1906; Rev. Arthur Richards, 
1906-1907; Rev. William J. Trimble, 1907-1917; Rev. John McMurray, 
1918-1920; Rev. W. A. Williams, 1920-1938. 


In February, 1906, the name of the church was changed to the Fourth 
Presbyterian Church. 

Under the pastorate of Rev. William J. Trimble the church had its 
greatest growth, three hundred members being on the roll and a large 
percentage were active. 

At the present time the church is without a pastor. 


GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CAMDEN, N. J. 
ORGANIZED FEBRUARY 20, 1894 


The church was started by Rev. John E. Peters, a stated supply, Sep- 
tember 8, 1893, and was organized February 20, 1894. 

It was not easy to start a church in what was at that time called 
Stockton, Camden County, New Jersey, as the few older members tell us. 
There were no street cars or buses, no paved streets or sidewalks, and only 
a few street lights. But Grace Presbyterian Church was to stay and on 
October 3, 1895, called its first pastor, Rev. Horace P. Hill. 

Mr. Hill labored at Grace Church until July 1, 1907, when ill health 
caused him to move to California, but he never forgot Grace Presbyterian 
Church. 

The following pastors have served the church: Rey. Ralph W. Illing- 
worth, from November 12, 1907, until January 1, 1909; Rev. Charles Walker, 
from November 9, 1909, until October 28, 1917, when Mr. Walker went to 
Cedarville to spend the balance of his days. It was about this time Grace 
-Church purchased the manse. 

Rev. Newton Kugler came to Grace Church, April 24, 1918, and left 
April 30, 1922; on September 22, 1922, Rev. Walter R. Clyde was called to 
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Grace Church, and June 30, 1926, was called to another field. Rev. H. W. 
McConnell became pastor February 11, 1927, and was called to Waterloo, 
N. Y., September 27, 1931. 


On July 11, 1930, the church suffered the great loss of Elder William 
Jackson, who was Clerk of Session for thirty-five years. 


Since Mr. McConnell’s pastorate the church has been supplied by students 
for the ministry. At this time Rev. Charles Evers is Moderator, and 
Theodore K. Warner, Clerk of Session. 


IRVING AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BRIDGETON, N. J. 
ORGANIZED MARCH 1, 1894 


In the year 1892, on the third day of July, the Irving Avenue Sunday 
School was organized with twenty-five members. This proved to be the 
nucleus around which later a church was gathered. It was decided to build 
a sanctuary, the corner stone of which was laid September 30, 1893. The 
building was first occupied February 4, 1894, by the Sunday School. Before 
coming to the new church building the Sunday School held its sessions in 
the basement of an old canhouse, about half a block above the church. 


The church was organized by the Presbytery of West Jersey, March 1, 
1894, with thirty-one members; and the house of worship was dedicated 
May 16, 1894. The first elders of the church were William F. Westcott, 
George J. Mayhew and Foster C. Moore. The first minister was Rev. E. M. 
Calvin, a student in Princeton Seminary, who supplied the pulpit for six 
months, beginning April 1, 1894. January, 1895, the Rev. Albert Reid was 
called to be its pastor; he was installed February 28, 1895, and continued 
to serve as pastor until October, 1898. He was followed by three stated 
supplies: Rev. Paul A. Houghtaling, February, 1899, to June, 1900; W. J. 
Trimble, D. D., October 1, 1900, to July 1, 1901; and Rev. A. Sharpless, 
September 1, 1901, to October 1, 1902. Rev. Irving P. Emerick was called 
in January, 1903, taking charge the following March, and installed in May 
following. The manse was purchased during Mr. Emerick’s pastorate. The 
membership was about one hundred in 1904. This pastorate ceased March 6, 
1906. 


Rev. Joseph Z. Faivre was installed pastor, after an interval of three 
years, March 10, 1909, and continued pastor until July 1, 1911. Between 
this time and December 6, 1914, when Rev. Charles Evers was called, 
ordained, and installed as pastor, the church had a number of supplies. 
Without a pastor for so long an interval the congregation had suffered a 
shrinkage. The pastor took the work up with an earnest spirit, and a year 
or so afterwards an evangelist came to the city by invitation of the Minis- 
terial Association. This seemed to serve as a good incitement to make 
more vigorous efforts to advance the Kingdom of Christ; this was shown 
by the organization of two Adult Bible Classes—a men’s and a ladies.’ A 
number of members were received into the church. Mr. Evers did a good 
work while pastor of the church. He received a call to the Woodland 
Avenue Church in Camden, N. J., and finished his service at this church 
January 31, 1920. Rev. John T. Hackett received an invitation to preach in 
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the church, February 22, 1920. Received Call made out at annual meeting 
of congregation March 30, 1920, Dr. A. B. Collins moderating the meeting. 
Call was found in order at the meeting of Presbytery at Carney’s Point, 
April 20, 1920. 


Three revival periods brought about by prayer are to be noted; many 
young people united with the church. 


Nineteen elders have been ordained and installed into office. The five 
Ruling Elders at present, November, 1938, are Albert Drain, Calvin Drain, 
Harry D. Johnson, Howard G. White and Elmer Price. 





OLIVET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
ORGANIZED APRIL 27, 1896 


Olivet Church was organized April 27, 1896. At a meeting of the 
Presbytery of West Jersey held at Hammonton, April 21, a request was 
received from sixty-three persons petitioning for the organization of another 
Presbyterian Church in Atlantic City. Complying with this request, a com- 
mittee was appointed consisting of ministers Revs. F. R. Brace, H. H. Beadle, 
S. W. Beach, W. V. Louderbough, G. W. Tomson, and Elders John Jessup 
and John Calahan, to proceed with the organization of a church, “if the 
way be clear.” 


Accordingly, the committee proceeded to Atlantic City, and after con- 
sultation with representatives of both the First Church and the new group, 
the organization was perfected on Monday evening, April 27, at 8 o’clock, 
in the German Presbyterian Church. The names of seventy-three persons 
were received by letters from other churches and formed the charter 
membership. The name “Olivet” was adopted for the reason that many of 
the new members came originally from the Olivet Presbyterian Church of 
Philadelphia. The first Session was elected to comprise Elders George 
Kinwechter, Joseph R. Woodruff, Charles K. Lippincott, and James C. 
Fairbairn. 


On May 13, a congregational meeting was held for the election of a 
pastor and a Call was extended to Rev. Frank J. Mundy, D. D., a graduate 
of Rutgers College and Princeton Theological Seminary. He later accepted 
the Call and was installed on July 10, 1896. 


This new group worshipped in the German Church, Academy of Music 
and Odd Fellows Hall until the present edifice was erected in the Spring of 
1897. From the start there was scant means to draw upon but great faith 
dominated the new church. It continued to grow and make itself felt in all 
the life of the community. Its attractive stone structure on the corner of 
Tennessee and Pacific Avenues has served as a model of dignified and chaste 
architecture for several other churches within the bounds of the Presbytery. 


Dr. Mundy continued to serve until the Fall of 1902. His successor was 
Rev. Newton W. Cadwell, D. D., LL. D., a graduate of Hamilton College and 
Auburn Theological Seminary. Dr. Caldwell’s very fruitful pastorate con- 
tinued for a period of twenty-two years. His splendid pulpit ability and his 
widespread community activities brought Olivet to a position of prominence 
in the shore city. Upon his retirement in 1924 he was made Pastor Emeritus 
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LOGAN MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
AUDUBON, N. J. 


(For History See Page 95) 


and continued his interest in the church he served so well until God called 
him home on March 8, 1936. 


Olivet Church has had but three ministers during its history of forty- 
three years. The present pastor, Rev. Harold Garfield Gaunt, D. D., a 
graduate of Alma College, Princeton University, and Princeton Theological 
Seminary, was called from Moundsville, W. Va., and installed June 4, 1925. 
A happy relationship exists between pastor and people, and Olivet continues 
to minister, along with other churches similarly located, to large numbers 
of visitors from all over the country. 


Olivet’s senior elder, Joseph L. Shaner, was one of the charter members. 
His loyalty to his beloved church and to his Master are well-known through- 
out the community and the Presbytery of West Jersey. He was honored by 
appointment as Vice Moderator of Presbytery in 1931. 


LOGAN MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
| AUDUBON, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JULY 13, 1896 


The origin of Logan Memorial Presbyterian Church dates back to 1893, 
when William P. and John Logan erected a chapel at the corner of Merchant 
Street and White Horse Pike. Land for this purpose was donated by the 
Audubon Land Company and the building erected by day’s work at a cost 
of $4,063.42, which was paid for by the Logans. 

It was desired that services be conducted in the faith of some Evangelical 
denomination, and preference was given to that of the Presbyterian. 


In the early Fall of 1893 the first service was held, in charge of the 
Rev. J. Logan Sample, who also conducted a Sabbath School during the 
Fall and Winter at which the attendance was not more than eight or ten. 
Mr. Sample left the field in the Spring of 1894. 


In April, 1894, the Sabbath School of the Haddonfield Church became 
interested in the work and assisted greatly by both personal and financial 
help. 

In September, 1894, William Henry, Sr., of Haddonfield, undertook the 
carrying on of the work of the Sunday School, which had become somewhat 
disorganized. At the first session of the school under his direction, there 
were seven members present: J. H. Antrim, Miss Jessie Mackintosh, Miss 
Nanna Mackintosh, Miss Ella Aldrich, Walter Aldrich, William Henry, Sr., 
and William Henry, Jr. 

From October, 1894, until May, 1896, the church was supplied with 
preaching by students from Princeton Seminary. Mr. George H. Trull, a 
student of Princeton Seminary, supplied the pulpit during the Summer of 
1896, and due in great part to his earnest efforts the church was organized 
on July 13, 1896, with twenty-six members, Robert Marshall being the first 
elder. 

In appreciation of the pioneer work and the continued assistance given 
by the Logans, the name of Logan Memorial Presbyterian Church was 
officially decided upon at the dedication in 1896. 

The church continued to be supplied by various students until April 25, 
1898, when Mr. Hugh B. McCrone, of Princeton Seminary, was elected pastor. 
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He accepted the Call and was ordained and installed on July 7, 1898, as the 
church’s first pastor, and served the church until April 17, 1900. 


In 1902 the Audubon Land Company donated ground, to permit the 
building of a manse. 


The church had a steady and continuous growth until it became neces- 
sary to erect a larger building to accommodate the increasing congregation 
and Sunday School. Ground was broken for the new building on May 8, 
1925. The corner stone was laid on July 12, 1925, local pastors and others 
having a part in the service. 


The new building was dedicated to the glory of God in a series of 
special services beginning Sunday, December 18, 1925, and continuing each 
evening until Friday, December 18. Among the speakers at these services 
were the Rev. Robert Hugh Morris, D. D., of Haddonfield; the Rev. Addison 
B. Collins, D. D., of Bridgeton, and the Rev. George H. Hemingway, D. D., 
of Camden. There was also a cantata and a Community Night, with greet- 
ings from local pastors. 


Through the generous bequest of Mr. J. W. Simkins the indebtedness 
which had been incurred through erection of the new building was entirely 
liquidated, and the congregation holds him in grateful remembrance. 


The church property now is valued in excess of $100,000. The buildings 
are handsome and substantial, and a decided asset to the community. 


The following pastors have served the church: Rev. Hugh B. McCrone, 
1893-1900; Rev. Harvey T. Casselberry, 1903-1904; Rev. Julius Herold, 
1904-1906; Rev. John W. Bischoff, 1907-1910; Rev. W. Hayes Topping, 
1911-1913; Rev. George Kane, 1913-1929; Rev. Addison B. Collins, D. D., 
1930-1938; Rev. Albert E. Gregg, D. D., 1938-. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WILDWOOD, N. J. 
ORGANIZED SEPTEMBER 17, 1896 


The Holly Beach Church was organized September 17, -18967. oven 
committee of the Presbytery of West Jersey of which the Rev. Allen H. 
Brown was Moderator. There were about twelve charter members, and 
Messrs. John H. Smith and A. W. Walton were elected elders. The Rev. 
H. P. Hill was appointed Moderator of the Session. 


The first pastor was the Rev. W. H. Dodd. 


The church occupies a prominent corner in the community, and the 
manse was built in 1905. The work prospered and the report of 1919 shows 
a membership of one hundred and five. 


On May 26, 1920, the name of the church was changed to the First 
Presbyterian Church of Wildwood; on October 27, 1920, the property was 
cleared of debt and the mortgage burned; on September 17, 1922, a church 
bell was presented by Mr. Vaughn, of Philadelphia; a pipe organ was in- 
stalled free of debt and dedicated on August 10, 1924. 


The church has been interested in both the National and Foreign Mission 
work since 1898, and in September, 1923, the Missionary Society was 
organized. 


96 


The church prospered until 1936 when differences arose which reduced 
the congregation to about one-half its membership, and had a severe effect 
on the Sunday School. 


The church has twice been honored by the election of a member of its 
Session as a Commissioner to the General Assembly, in 1919 Mr. Martin 
Long, and in 1937 Mr. Frederick B. Troxell. 


Under the able leadership of the present pastor, Rev. Caleb L. Pancoast 
~ and his wife, the church is again prospering. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OCEAN CITY, N. J. 
ORGANIZED OCTOBER 23, 1896 


The First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City was formed by a group 
of summer worshippers, on August 23, 1896. The Rev. Alexander W. Sproul, 
D. D., preached the sermon, and eighty-five persons were present. The 
church was organized on October 23, of that same year, with thirty-three 
charter members. The Sunday School was started on November 15. Ina 
short while, a small chapel was built, and periodically moved to various 
locations, finally placed on the present lot at Seventh Street and Wesley 
Avenue, the gift of Henry D. Moore. 


The Rev. John Axford Higgons served as the first pastor, for a period 
of about a year, 1897-98. He was succeeded by the Rev. John MacMillan, 
who served as stated supply, the Rev. A. W. Williams, and the Rev. Harvey 
T. Casselberry, all within a few years. 


Under the pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Casselberry (1904-12), the present 
church building was erected, being begun in 1906, and dedicated in June, 
1907. The pipe organ was the first instrument of that kind to be installed 
in Ocean City. 


The Rev. Charles H. Bohner was installed as pastor in July, 1912, and 
served until 1918, when the pastoral relation was dissolved. His pastorate 
was a period of growth, the membership reaching the number of two hundred 
and thirty-six in 1918. He was succeeded by the Rev. Reuben S. Snyder, 
who served about two years during which time the interior of the church 
was remodeled. 

In 1922, the Rev. Chas. F. N. Voegelin was installed as pastor, and 
served faithfully until his death in November, 1933. During his ministry, 
the church was struck by lightning, necessitating some changes in its 
external appearance. 

The Rev. William Sanford LaSor was called to the pastorate in 1934, 
and remained as pastor until the relations were dissolved by Presbytery in 
November, 1938. During his term of service, many improvements were made 
in the interior of the church, and a Hammond organ was installed, again 
the first such instrument in Ocean City. In March, 1936, the membership 
reached the high mark, two hundred and sixty-three. 

The First Presbyterian Church of Ocean City presents the unique situa- 
tion of a strong summer congregation, averaging over five hundred every 
Sunday morning, reaching at times to more than seven hundred. A Summer 
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Women’s Auxiliary, composed of summer visitors, is very active, and raises 
an average of about $800 each summer for the church. 


The church has a marked missionary zeal, the result of Mr. LaSor’s 
labor, and contributes to the partial support of ten missionaries under our 
boards. 


The Rev. George Fischer, Th. D., was installed pastor February 7, 1939, 
and the church is prospering under his ministry. 


WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
ORGANIZED NOVEMBER 13, 1900 


As early as 1898 the Presbytery of West Jersey appointed a committee 
on Church Extension in Atlantic City, N. J. This committee was composed 
of Rev. Allen H. Brown (chairman), Rev. A. K. Staiger, Rev. Frederick J. 
Stanley, D. D., and Elder Thompson Irvin. On June 13, 1898, this group 
met and, after investigating the possibilities, reconvened to cast a unanimous 
decision in favor of commencing activity in the now-called “Inlet” section 
of Atlantic City. Dr. F. J. Stanley, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
succeeded in raising thirteen dollars and creating an active interest in the 
new mission work. Some of his young people volunteered to assist this 
“babe in Christ.” The committee selected the Rev. H. R. Rundall, working 
at Hammonton, to carry on the work. 


After Mr. Rundall’s arrival the work of organization began. A canvass 
of the community was made by two ladies who had taken immediate interest 
in the project—Mrs. Mary Garrabrant and Mrs. Josephine Mathis. Those 
who had no church affiliation were invited to the home of Mrs. Mary Garra- 
brant, on Sunday morning, November 13, 1898, for the purpose of establishing 
a Sunday School. Out of this Sunday School of thirteen members with 
thirteen dollars has grown the foremost Sunday School of the Presbytery 
of West Jersey and one of the very active churches. 


The location of the new Sunday School was Vermont and Madison 
Avenues. Mr. MacWillie, of the First Presbyterian Church, was the first 
Superintendent. He with Rev. Mr. Rundall carried on the teaching and 
preaching of the mission until the Spring of 1900. At that time Mr. Rundall 
felt that he would have to give up the Westminster Mission and devote his 
whole time to the Chelsea Mission. 


The Rev. John McMillan, M. A., B. D., stated supply at Ocean City, N. J., 
was invited by the congregation and the Church Extension Committee to 
take full charge. One of this committee told him in a light-hearted way 
that his work would be “To buy a lot, build a church, and build up a con- 
gregation,” a rather heavy undertaking, but with faith in God it could be 
accomplished. On the first of July, 1900, the change took place, and the 
little congregation gave the new pastor a hearty welcome. 

Permission was given by the Presbytery of West Jersey for the or- 
ganization of a church, and the Rev. Frederick R. Brace, D. D., Rev. F. J. 
Stanley, D. D., Rev. A. K. Staiger, Rev. H. R. Rundall, and Elders Thompson 
Irvin and C. K. Harris were appointed a committee of Presbytery for this 
purpose. The committee met in the “old laundry” at Vermont and Madison 
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Avenues, Tuesday evening, November 13, 1900, and the church was duly 
organized with twenty-four charter members. The first Communion Service 
was held January 18, 1901. 


The ground on which the “old laundry” stood (70x112%) was purchased 
for $7500. 


A Building Committee composed of William Staiger, Thompson Irvin, 
E. B. Newton, C. K. Harris, William Lewis, John F. Stevenson, and William 
H. Randolph, Secretary and Treasurer, with the Rev. F. J. Stanley, D. D., 
and Rev. John McMillan ex officio, was appointed. 

The church building erected at a cost of about six thousand dollars was 
dedicated August 13, 1902. The rapid growth of the Sunday School necessi- 
tated more room, and the basement was excavated about doubling the 
available space. 

After twenty-one years of service Mr. McMillan resigned as pastor 
owing to impaired hearing. During those years three hundred and thirty- 
five communicant members were enrolled and about three hundred children 
baptized. Mr. McMillan was succeeded by the Rev. Francis M. Dowlin 
who remained but a year, and was followed by the Rev. S. W. Steckel, D. D., 
whose ministry continued for two years. 

On Sunday evening, April 18, 1924, Mr. McMillan presented a check 
to the church for $2400 “from a friend” for the purpose of paying off the 
mortgage under which the church had struggled for a score of years. 

In the Fall of 1925 Mr. McMillan returned to the church as stated 
supply, and in 1926 was again installed as pastor, and still (1939) continues 
his service. The little “Inlet” church has grown and has now the largest 
membership and largest Sunday School of any Presbyterian Church in the 
city. 

The church is glad to be entirely without debt, but longs for sufficient 
funds to erect a much needed Sunday School building. 

‘This summary would be incomplete if Mr. McMillan’s wife were not 
mentioned, for Westminster Church owes a great deal to the unostentatious 
generosity of Mrs. Elizabeth T. C. McMillan for its excellent upkeep. 


CHELSEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
ORGANIZED NOVEMBER 20, 1900 


Atlantic City was growing so rapidly in 1898 that the Presbytery of 
West Jersey sent the Rev. H. R. Rundall to look over the field with a view 
to establishing churches in those sections of the city where population in- 
creases afforded opportunity. A committee representing churches already 
there assisted Mr. Rundall, and the outcome of the investigation was the 
beginning of mission work in two places. The missions later became 
Westminster Church, near the Inlet, and Chelsea Church, in the lower 
residential section of Absecon Island. 

Chelsea Presbyterian was the first church enterprise of any kind in 
the area. The first service was held Sunday evening, October 30, 1898, 
in a home on Sovereign Avenue, with six persons present. A convenient 
dining room housed the growing company of believers during the first 
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Winter, and they moved for the Summer to a pavilion at the foot of Morris 
Avenue. The church was organized November 20, 1900. For the next two 
Winter seasons, the hall of the Chelsea Fire Company was rented. Then 
the congregation met in a tent for the Summer months, after which the 
present building was occupied. The corner stone was laid in 1902; the first 
meeting was conducted in July, 1903. The Rev. H. R. Rundall was the first 
minister, being still remembered with deep affection by older members. The 
Rev. S. Maxwell Coder now occupies the pulpit, having been installed June 
28, 1988. 


In 1929 the Sunday School building was enlarged. During the present 
year of 1939 remarkable progress is being achieved, a two weeks’ campaign 
sufficing to provide sufficient cash in hand to make alterations to the church 
building and install a new pipe organ. © 


Begun as a mission, the Chelsea Church continues to be missionary 
minded, witnessing frequent conversions at its regular services and carrying 
on street preaching and house-to-house personal work in season and out of 
season. It recently began the publishing of the Chelsea Press News, the 
first religious newspaper in Atlantic City. The present movement of daily 
prayer meetings in High Schools in the East began with such a meeting in 
the Atlantic City High School, inaugurated by young people from the 
Chelsea Church. 





FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
HADDON HEIGHTS, N. J. 
ORGANIZED NOVEMBER 18, 1901 


The First Presbyterian Church of Haddon Heights, N. J . Was organized 
November 18, 1901, by a committee of the Presbytery of West Jersey— 
Rev. F. R. Brace, of Blackwood; Rev. W. W. Casselberry, and Elder William 
Henry, of Haddonfield, and Elder E. L. Seabrook, of Camden. There were 
eight charter members: Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gossert, Mr. and Mrs. A. L. 
Goddard, Mr. and Mrs. S. R. Wallace, Mrs. D. S. Maynard and Mrs. W. F. 
Maynard. 

Mr. Gossert and Mr. Goddard were elected elders. The Ladies’ Aid 
Society was organized April 1, 1902, with Mrs. W. F. Maynard as President. 

In the Spring of 1902 the chapel was erected and was dedicated May 25, 
1902, with Rev. W. W. Casselberry presiding. 

The Sunday School was organized on June 8, 1902, with seventeen 
members. Mr. Gossert was the Superintendent. Mr. F. H. Upham became 
Superintendent in 1903 and continued as such for twenty-five years. 

In October, 1902, Rev. John L. Rushbridge was installed the first pastor 
of the church, continuing until October, 1904. During this pastorate the 
lot on which the church now stands was bought and the chapel moved on to it. 

Rev. Harold S. Rambo became pastor in May, 1906, and continued as 
such until October, 1907. 

Mr. Rambo was followed in May, 1908, by Rev. C. B. Mitchell as pastor; 
he served two years. During Mr. Mitchell’s pastorate the new church was 
built and dedicated January 31, 1909, at a cost for building and furnishings 
of $9000. 

Rev. John F. Nicholas, D. D., served as pastor from August, 1910, until 
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December, 1919. During this pastorate the pipe organ was bought, the 
Women’s Missionary Society was organized, more than one hundred members 
were received, and the church bécame self supporting. 


Rev. James R. Kerr became, pastor in September, 1920, and is now 
(1939) pastor emeritus. Mr. Kerr was succeeded by the Rev. Russell W. 
Annich, April 25, 1939. 


The manse was purchased in the Summer of 1920. The new Sunday 
School building was erected in 1924 and dedicated on December 7th of that 
year; the manse and Sunday School building costing $40,000. 


The present membership of the church is three hundred and forty. The 
present membership of the Sunday School is three hundred and thirteen. 
Mr. George H. Slemmer is the Superintendent. 


ST. PAUL’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
LAUREL SPRINGS, N. J. 
ORGANIZED FEBRUARY 16, 1902 


Because certain faithful Presbyterians and others felt the need for 
better church facilities in Laurel Springs, then being developed by a realty 
company, a meeting of interested persons was called by Dr. F. R. Brace for 
November 3, 1901, in Fire Hall No. 1. An offer of lots was made by the 
realty company and a committee appointed looking toward organization. 


Under Dr. Brace and other ministers, services were held each Lord’s 
Day until on February 16, 1902, the church was organized and Dr. John 
Ewing selected as stated supply. Presbytery’s Committee were Dr. Ewing, 
Dr. Brace, Rev. W. W. Casselberry, and Elders Moore, of Haddonfield, and 
Wilson, of Blackwood. 


Seventeen persons were received at that time, of whom two, Deen. 
McMillan and William Kleinschmidt were elected elders. Two others, Mrs. 
George Higgins and Mr. Jacob Mick are the only ones still living and 
members of the church. 


Several ballots as to name were necessary before St. Paul’s was chosen 
over First by one vote. 


The death of Dr. John Ewing on July 2, 1908, cast a pall of sadness over 
the ceremony of corner stone laying on August 1, 1903. 


The Revs. Homer C. Snitcher, now at Camp Hill, Pa.; Francis W. Berger, 
and Maitland V. Bartlett, now in New York City, were stated supplies for 
varying periods, the church building being dedicated free of debt under 
Dr. Bartlett. 

The Rev. Charles S. Barrett, D. D., came in 1906 and was made stated 
supply, February 17, 1907, continuing until 1925. Under his leadership, a 
Sunday School building was erected and a manse purchased. 

The Rev. William I. Campbell was pastor until 1930 when the Rev. 
Thomas T. MacEwen became the pastor. Under this pastorate, the debt on 
the manse has been paid off and the Sunday School graded. 

Since 1902 the seventeen have grown to a membership of two hundred 
and forty-two. The present Session are: Elders E. F. Bryson, Jr., Edgar 
A. Davis, James C. Jackson, Samuel C. McKinley, and Harry W. Townsend. 
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COLLINGSWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
COLLINGSWOOD, N. J. 
ORGANIZED MARCH 11, 1903 


The history of the Collingswood Presbyterian Church dates from 
November 20, 1902, when the Rev. Dr. F. R. Brace, who at that time was 
the Presbyterial Missionary under the direction of the Presbytery of West 
Jersey, spent the afternoon of that date in visiting the few Presbyterian 
families residing in the community, and these unanimously expressed a 
desire to have preaching services held at once. In response to this desire 
the first religious service was held on Sunday afternoon, December 7, 1902, 
in Tatem’s Hall, which at that time stood on the corner of Haddon and 
Irving Avenues. The Rev. Dr. Brace conducted the service, and fifteen 
persons were present. The text of the sermon preached on that occasion 
was taken from the gospel of St. Mark, 11th chapter and 22nd verse, ‘““Have 
Faith in God,” and the subject was “Success Dependent on the Ground of 
One’s Faith.” The singing at this service was from memory, as no hymn 
books were available. 


On the following Sunday, the Rev. W. W. Casselberry, who was then 
pastor of the Haddonfield Presbyterian Church, preached at 3.30 in the 
afternoon, with about forty people in attendance. The text was taken from 
Ist Samuel, 15th chapter and 22nd verse, the subject being, ‘Obedience 
Better than Sacrifice.” No hymn books were used at this meeting, so Mr. 
Casselberry offered to send some hymn books and copies of the Psalms for 
use at the next service. The following Friday fifty copies of the Psalms 
and thirty hymn books were received. This was the first gift to the church. 
A Bible for the pulpit, presented by the American Bible Society, was received 
and used for the first time at the service on January 11, 1903. 


In the meantime Dr. Brace had written to the Rev. John E. Peters, of 
Camden, New Jersey, requesting him to take charge of the preaching ser- 
vices for the time being. This he consented to do, and to his faithful and 
untiring efforts we are primarily indebted for the successful completion of 
the church organization. Dr. Peters preached his first sermon on Sunday 
afternoon, December 28, 1902. His text was taken from Deuteronomy, 33rd 
chapter, 25th verse, “As thy days so shall thy strength be.” 


On January 27, 1903, the Presbytery of West Jersey, in response to a 
petition signed by thirty-one persons, appointed a committee to organize a 
church, and on March 11, 1903, the church was duly organized with thirty- 
four charter members. 

The first building was erected at the corner of Haddon and Frazer 
Avenues, and was dedicated April 8, 1906. Owing to the rapid growth of 
both the church and the Sunday School larger quarters were made necessary, 
and in 1915 the lot at the corner of Maple and Fern Avenues was purchased 
and a new building erected which was dedicated December 2, 1917. It soon 
became evident that greater facilities must be provided to meet the needs 
of the Sunday School and in 1928 subscriptions for a new and enlarged 
building were received. On July 14, 1929, the corner stone of the new 
building was laid, and on November 13, 1929, the first service was held in 
the main auditorium. 

The present pastor is the Rev. Robert M. MacNab, and the elders 
Messrs. Joseph E. Kelly, Lee R. Smith, Charles L. Maurer, and Carlton R. 
Hopkins. Elder Charles L. Maurer is Superintendent of the Bible School. 
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WOODLAND AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CAMDEN, N. J. 
ORGANIZED MAY 7, 1903 


On January 24, 1897, some friends from Calvary Presbyterian Church, 
then located at Second and Pearl Streets, and now merged with the First 
Church of Camden, organized a Sunday School in a private house on South 
Seventh Street near Woodland Avenue. Elder George J. Haven was elected 
Superintendent. 


For several years there were no preaching services; but the Sunday 
School attendance rapidly increased. In 1899 a building, formerly a car- 
penter’s shop, on Woodland Avenue between Seventh and Eighth Streets, 
was secured and remodeled. The men interested in the new work remodeled 
the building, the only cost being for materials used. Soon after acquiring 
this building the Sunday School had an enrollment of nearly one hundred 
and fifty, and preaching services began, the Presbytery of West Jersey 
sending supplies from time to time. 

In the providence of God, two men of faith and vision came to the help 
of the now growing mission, Reverend Joseph C. Harvey and Elder Thomas 
Davidson, of both of whom it has been said, “They spent much time among 
the people looking after their spiritual and, in many cases, physical needs.” 
Throughout the years of early struggles, Reverend R. H. Gage, D. D., of 
the Wenonah Church, was a constant friend. For many years he was 
chairman of the Home Mission Committee of the Presbytery of West Jersey, 
and he greatly encouraged the work both with his kindly counsel and solicit- 
ing the help of Presbytery. 

The church was organized by Presbytery early in 1903, and the first 
meeting of the Session was held June 5 of that year. The Reverends Joseph 
C. Harvey, Frank Werner, W. J. Trimble, S. H. Potter, Hugh Wyllie, and 
Edward J. Ardis served the church as stated supplies under direction of 
Presbytery. At the January, 1920, meeting of Presbytery, Reverend Charles 
Evers received a Call to become pastor, and was installed February 10 of 
that year, and he continues until the present time (1939). 

In the Summer of 1920, a plot of ground at Eighth Street and Woodland 
Avenue was secured at a cost of $2,750. The corner stone of a new building 
was laid September 25, 1927, appropriate services being held with Reverend 
Howard E. Bodder, D. D., of Bridgeton, then Moderator of Presbytery, 
presiding. On Sunday, March 25, 1928, the present beautiful structure was 
dedicated. The total cost of the new church approximates $42,000. 

The present membership is two hundred and four, and the Sunday 
School enrollment is two hundred and fifty. For nineteen consecutive 
Summers, 1920 to 1938, a well attended Summer Bible School has been 
maintained, and an active group of young people meet regularly for Bible 
study. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BARRINGTON, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JANUARY 29, 1908 


In the Spring of 1905, Mr. and Mrs. Reese M. Ford posted notices in 
the town that divine services would be held in their home, May 16th. 
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Mr. Frank Upham, an elder of the Haddon Heights Presbyterian Church, 
agreed to conduct the services and there were eight or ten present. Hymn 
books were borrowed. Mrs. Fred Stout played a harmonica and provided 
the music for the group until an old organ was secured some time later. 


August 6, 1905, the Sunday School was organized and by September 
the Ladies’ Aid Society was started. On December 5, 1905, Mr. and Mrs. 
Burr Haines presented a building lot to the little congregation, and January 
6, 1906, a contract was signed for the construction of a chapel which was 
completed and dedicated April 8-16, 1906. 


On January 29, 1908, the congregation was organized into a Presbyterian 
Church, with Rev. John E. Peters appointed as Moderator, by the Presbytery 
of West Jersey. February 6, Mr. Reese M. Ford and Mr. Thomas G. 
Courts (deceased) were elected as the first elders. In the early days of 
the church, Mr. John Jenkins, a theological student, did efficient work in 
spreading the Gospel. 

February 7, 1912, Rev. Almer Karnell was called as the first pastor. 
That year saw the organization of the Home Department, Senior Choir, 
and Adult Bible Class. 


Mr. Thomas H. Williams having given the property for a new church, 
ground was broken July 3, 1915. September 4th, the corner stone was laid. 
January 16, 1916, the church was dedicated by the Presbytery of West 
Jersey. February 23, the first meeting of the Women’s Missionary Society 
was held in the new church. 


October, 1919, the manse was built. In October, 1925, the twentieth 
anniversary of the Sunday School was observed and the Logan Memorial 
Church of Audubon presented the church with an organ. October 17, 1926, 
the mortgage on the church was burned. May 11-16, 1930, the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the church was celebrated by clearing the debt and the 
burning of the mortgage on the manse. 


The following ministers have served the church:- Rev. Almer W. 
Karnell, February 7, 1912, to May, 1916; Rev. Kemper Grier McComb, June 
16, 1916, to September 11, 1918; Rev. William T. Pannell, December 12, 1918, 
to September 9, 1924; Rev. J. H. Schaeffer, January 1, 1925, to November 
11, 1987; Rev. Edwin F. Dalstrom, June 30, 1938-. 


MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
VINELAND, N. J. 
ORGANIZED SEPTEMBER 21, 1908 


Through the vision, Christian love and generosity of Rev. Robert B. 
Moore, a retired Presbyterian minister, who loved and was loved in the 
community, the Memorial Presbyterian Church and manse were made 
possible. In the year of 1901 the preparation of this church home for the 
Protestant Italians of Vineland was made by employing Mrs. L. Heywood 
who made house-to-house visitations. 

Later, in 1902, Mr. and Mrs. Michele Nardi came from Hammonton, 
New Jersey, and conducted evangelistic services illustrated by stereopticon 
views, first at the corner of Eighth and Cherry Streets, in Humbert Hall, 
and later in Schiapelli Hall. 
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Out of those who came to listen, a nucleus of believers for the church 
was gathered, and these became the charter members of the new 
church. 


A church was built, and on Thanksgiving Day, November 29, 1904, it 
was dedicated. There was great rejoicing. Prominent ministers from New 
York City and Philadelphia, Pa., were present with Dr. Moore and Dr. King, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Vineland, officiating. 


When Mr. Nardi was called away to evangelize other fields the Rev. 
Arnoldo Stasio was left in charge of the church. In 1908, Mr. Stasio 
accepted a Call to a pastorate in Philadelphia, Pa., and Rev. Diodati Grassis 
became the new pastor. 


On September 21, 1908, the church was organized as the First Italian 
Presbyterian Church of Vineland. 


Mr. Grassis was succeeded by Joseph Anastasi who stayed only a few 
months. He was succeeded by the Rev. Joseph Vitale, of Rochester, New 
York, who labored earnestly until his death in 1921. The Rev. Paul Rocchini 
was called, and in less than two years he resigned in order to take a 
charge at Bernardsville, New Jersey. In the Spring of 1924, the Rev. 
Joseph A. Pignatiello, the present pastor, took charge. He won the love 
and appreciation of his people, and great advances were made in the church 
and Sunday School activities. 


In the Summer of 1926, the first Summer Bible School was conducted 
and it has continued every Summer without interruption. 


At the congregational meeting on July 2, 1926, it was voted that the 
church be incorporated and a new name was adopted, that of “The Memorial 
Presbyterian Church.” A Board of Trustees was elected and on November 
20, 1927, in the remodeled church building, a rededication service took place 
with the Rev. Lewis S. Mudge, D. D., Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, 
as a speaker. 


The historical sketch of this church is not complete unless the names 
of the Misses May Cosman, Martina Haering, and Susan Simpson; the 
Rev. §. C. Dickson, Mr. William C. Taylor, and Mr. D. C. Perkins are 
mentioned, who have given of their Christian wealth, experiences and 
encouragement. 

God has blessed us, and under His directive will, we shall go forward 
in His name and for His glory. 


WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CAMDEN, N. J. 
ORGANIZED NOVEMBER 5, 1908 


The congregation of the Westminster Presbyterian Church, of Camden, 
New Jersey, located at Thirty-sixth Street and Merriel Avenue, was organized 
on Thursday evening, November 5, 1908, with a charter membership of 
thirty-eight persons, and incorporated on December 11, 1908. The initiative 
in forming this church came from men and women in the community who 
had had Presbyterian training and felt the need for a Presbyterian Church 
where they might worship according to their custom and where their children 
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might be nurtured in the faith of their fathers. Accordingly, in the Summer 
of 1908 they communicated with Dr. Frederick R. Brace, then in charge of 
mission work in the Presbytery, who surveyed the field and gave his guidance 
and aid in the steps preliminary to organizing the church. 


The first church building was completed on January 2, 1909. This 
frame structure, enlarged in September, 1909, is still in constant use. The 
first session of the Sunday School was held January 17, 1909, at 2.30 P. M., 
with twenty-two children and six adults in attendance. Formal organization 
of the school was consummated January 31, 1909. 


In December of 1908, Rev. Joseph S. Malone, of Paris, Kentucky, then 
residing in Philadelphia, came to the church as supply preacher. On 
February 3, 1909, the congregation called him as their pastor. He was 
installed by the Presbytery on April 29, 1909. In April, 1911, the office 
of elder was made life-long. As a result only seven men have been elected 
to the eldership in thirty years. Of three elders elected at the organization 
of the church, one, Dr. C. F. Hadley, Sr., now Clerk, is still serving. 


The manse was completed April 9, 1913. In 1922 the basement of a 
new edifice, now the Sunday School room, was completed. Work on the 
second floor of this building, which contains the present church auditorium, 
was completed in February, 1927, with the dedication taking place the 27th 
of that month. 


The men who have served as pastors of the church, together with the 
date of installation and dissolution of pastoral relations by the Presbytery, 
are as follows: Joseph S. Malone, April 29, 1909, to June 12, 1912; George 
A. Harris, October 3, 1912, to October 13, 1918; John B. Wiedinger, January 
20, 1914, to August 31, 1918; Irving Maxwell, January 24, 1919, to November 
7, 1937; Robert E. Rumer, January 21, 1938-. 





JETHRO MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
ORGANIZED FEBRUARY 14, 1909 


In September, 1907, through the efforts of Mrs. M. A. Ridley and 
others, with the assistance of the Rev. Mr. Nixon and the Rev. Herbert M. 
Gesner, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, “Emmanuel Presbyterian 
Mission” was begun. 


In 1908 the Rev. W. W. Walker carried on the work, and was succeeded 
by the Rev. Eugene Johnson in the Fall of that year. 


On February 14, 1909, the church was organized in the chapel of the 
First Presbyterian Church, and the Rev. Eugene Johnson became the first 
pastor. Services were held at 32 N. Indiana Avenue, and later the place 
of meeting was changed to 1905 Arctic Avenue. In 1911, Rev. B. F. Glasco 
succeeded Mr. Johnson as a supply, and in 1913 the place of meeting was 
changed to 21 N. Ohio Avenue. The Rev. E. M. Clark followed Mr. Glasco 
and moved the church to 1812 Arctic Avenue. 


In the providence of God, Mr. John E. Milholland became interested 
in the work of our church and desired to have the name changed to “Jethro 
Memorial Presbyterian Church,” and the congregation acquiesced in his 
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desire and the name of the church was changed. Mr. Mulholland remained 
a faithful friend of the church during his lifetime. 


The church was then moved from 1812 Arctic Avenue to Michigan and 
Baltic Avenues, and in 1924 the congregation again moved to Ohio and 
Hummock Avenues, our present place of worship. 


The members of the Session (1939) are: Rev. W. R. Lawton, D. D., 
Moderator and stated supply; Messrs. O. G. Burney, David Dunn, C. T. 
Gaillard, Alonzo Ridley, and C. A. Uttley. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
GRENLOCH, N. J. 
ORGANIZED MAY 7, 1909 


The beginnings of the First Presbyterian Church of Grenloch date 
from 1896, when a Sunday School was organized on December 6th, at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Fred H. Bateman. After meeting for eleven years 
in the “Upper Room” of the offices of the Bateman Manufacturing Company, 
funds were raised for erecting a building adequate for accommodating its 
membership of two hundred, and suitable for church purposes and com- 
munity interests. Building was begun in May, 1908, and the “Church of 
the Grenloch Presbyterian Sunday School” was dedicated December 12th 
of that year. This was only made possible through the interest and gen- 
erosity of all, and especially that of Mr. Frank Bateman, chairman of the 
Building Committee, other members being: Charles W. Foster, Fred H. 
Bateman, and the builder, Thomas P. Williams. 


A strong desire for a church organization soon developed, and a petition 
signed by eighty-six residents of Grenloch and vicinity was sent to the 
Presbytery of West Jersey meeting at Deerfield, in April, 1909. A com- 
mittee consisting of Rev. R. H. Gage, Dr. F. R. Brace, Rev. Samuel D. Price, 
Rev. J. Calvin Krause, and Elder Henry C. Bateman, acted favorably upon 
the petition, and the First Presbyterian Church of Grenloch was organized 
on the evening of May 7, 1909, with a charter membership of ninety-four. 


During the first year and a half, the church was served by Princeton 
students—William H. Houston, Frederick Limerick, and Raymond C. Walker. 
There have been three installed pastors: (1) Rev. William H. Leslie 
(1911-1919); (2) Rev. Robert Hunter (Feb. 29- July 12, 1922); (3) Rev. 
D. I. Camp (19238-1932). During the interval between 1919 and 1922, Dr. 
Charles Anschutz supplied the pulpit for almost two years. The Rev. 
William H. Topping acted as stated supply from June, 1933, to July, 1938. 
The church at present (since October, 1938) is being served by Mr. A. B. 
Hallock, a student supply from Princeton Seminary. 

In 1912 the church erected a comfortable and attractive manse. Early 
in the pastorate of Rev. D. I. Camp, a pipe organ was installed in the church. 
A well equipped basement has provided a meeting place for many church 
and community organizations. 

The church has taken pride in its mission at Lamb’s Terrace, where a 
Sunday School was established on October 12, 1919, by Mr. and Mrs. John 
Donald, with the active help of Mr. Charles W. Cresson. This Sunday 
School under the patronage of the Grenloch Church has thrived, and a chapel 
was completed for its use in 1928. In 1987 it became free of debt. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
GRENLOCH, N. J. 


(For History See Page 109) 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WOODBURY HEIGHTS, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JULY 12, 1910 


Religious work in this community had its beginning in the form of a 
prayer meeting held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. John Mayhew in November, 
1896, and additional meetings were held later in other homes. As a result 
of these meetings a Sunday School was started known as the Union Sunday 
School. This was officially organized January 24, 1897. The Rev. Clinton 
H. Gillingham, D. D., was the first Superintendent. This organization held 
its meeting in what is now known as Borough Hall. In connection with this 
organization a committee of Trustees was elected to sponsor an evening 
worship service. 


The preaching at first was by neighboring ministers. On May 15, 1898, 
Charles Miller, a Princeton Seminary student, preached here. This was the 
beginning of student supplies. For two years Crozier Baptist Seminary, 
of Chester, Pa., sent students, but for the most part the preaching was done 
by Princeton Seminary men. 


On June 13, 1910, the first steps were taken toward the organization 
of a church and a petition was sent to the Presbytery of West Jersey. 
The actual organization was effected July 12, 1910, with fourteen charter 
members. Mr. John Mayhew was elected and ordained the first elder. 
| The civil organization and incorporation was on August 27, 1910. 

June 19, 1911, ground was broken for the proposed church building 
and the corner stone laid on October 7, 1911. This building was completed 
and dedicated June 13, 1912, free of debt, with thirteen cents in the treasury. 
This was made possible by the beneficent spirit of the church members and 
friends of the church. 


The first regular pastor was installed by Presbytery, June 27, 1913. 
Those who have served the pulpit of this church are: Rev. George J. 
Becker, June, 1913-March, 1915; Rev. William C. Little, Ph.D., October, 
1915-November, 1916; Rev. Russell Paynter, D. D., June, 1918-April, 1919; 
Rev. William H. Johnston, December, 1919-February, 1922; Rev. George J. 
Reister, June, 1923-October, 1925; Rev. Allan McD. Paterson, May, 1926- 
June, 1935; Rev. Charles B. Almond, December, 1935-. 


The twenty-fifth anniversary of the present building was celebrated 
October 17, 1937. The Rev. Cordie J. Culp, Ph.D., D. D., Stated Clerk of 
the Synod of New Jersey, gave the anniversary address. Twenty-five years 
before he had delivered the dedicatory address. 


This church, which began as a national mission project, has grown to a 
self supporting organization—perhaps not large, but faithful. 


“Bor other foundation can no man lay than is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.” 


WEST COLLINGSWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WEST COLLINGSWOOD, N. J. 
ORGANIZED OCTOBER 22, 1915 


The congregation of West Collingswood had its inception in the Fall 
of 1915, when the Rev. J. N. McDowell, instructed by Presbytery, took 
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steps to form a church in the community. After a preliminary canvass, 
the organization was effected October 22 of that year. Rev. W. Ed. Jordan, 
then a student at Princeton, was appointed stated supply, and regular 
services were first held in the old schoolhouse at Collings and Champion 
Avenues. The work prospered so much that in the following year a manse 
was purchased and a plot of ground was secured for the erection of a 
church building. Rev. W. E. Jordan (now pastor of Calvin Church, Philadel- 
phia), having resigned as stated supply, Rev. I. Sturger Shultz, the present 
pastor of Trinity Church and Stated Clerk of Philadelphia Presbytery, 
became the congregation’s first settled minister, May 25, 1916. Progress 
continued and a fine stone church, seating three hundred and fifty, was 
built and dedicated September 8, 1918. After an active pastorate, Mr. 
Shultz was called away, and two other fruitful pastorates followed, that 
of Dr. Oakley, now deceased, who resigned to teach Bible at Beaver College, 
and who in turn was succeeded by Dr. L. M. Johnson, the present pastor 
of West Hope Church, Philadelphia. 


During the next pastorate, that of Rev. W. T. Strong, a portion of the 
congregation, with the pastor, withdrew from the church. However, a 
faithful minority carried on, and the congregation was reorganized by 
Presbytery, January 11, 1937. Steps were taken to secure another pastor, 
and one was found in the person of Rev. Percival Cundy, B. A., who was 
installed March 2, 1937. Under his leadership, the work of restoring the 
congregation’s life and activity has gone ahead rapidly, and the church has 
resumed its former place and prestige in the community. 


UNION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CARNEY’S POINT, N. J. 
ORGANIZED MARCH 5, 1917 


The World War was raging. The duPont Company of Wilmington, 
Del., established great munition factories at Carney’s Point, N. J., just 
across the Delaware River. Work was plentiful; wages high. People 
flocked there from every State in the Union and from some other lands, 
till fifteen thousand inhabitants squatted in rude rubberoid huts on open 
farm lands.. 


An Industrial Y. M. C. A. financed by the company provided some 
religious care for the men. The children were uncared for. The churches 
of the neighborhood could not meet the new conditions. | 


In 1915, an earnest Christian woman, Mrs. Joseph M. Wright, wife of 
a public school teacher, came to the community. She started a survey and 
canvass. In a few months a Sunday School was opened in a public school 
building. It had eight teachers and _ thirty-nine pupils. An _ Italian 
Y. M. C. A. Secretary, Rev. C. A. Fornataro, offered his assistance. Ser- 
vices were begun in a community hall. The work grew. A meeting was 
called. Those assembled were of many creeds. Presbyterians were few 
in number. But Mrs. Wright and Mr. Fornataro were Presbyterians, and 
it was unanimously agreed to establish a Presbyterian Church. 


On March 5, 1917, the Presbytery of West Jersey, the late Rev. R. H. 
Gage, D. D., presiding, organized such a church with twenty members. 
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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CAMDEN, N. J. 


(For History See Page 107) 
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BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
HADDON HEIGHTS, N. J. 


(For History See Page 118) 
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As they were of many denominational backgrounds it was called Union 
Presbyterian Church. 


Led by the second pastor, Rev. O. Bell Close, Ph. D., a church was 
erected in 1919-20. To that has since been added a well-equipped parish 
hall and Sunday School building. 


For twelve years the church was hampered by frequent changes of 
pastors. Revs. C. A. Fornataro (now of Windsor, Ontario); Dr. Close (now 
of Bellville, N. J.); Frank E. Depue (now of Califon, N. J.); N. N. Calhoun 
and Dr. Inman L. Wilcox (both deceased), each rendered good service in 
spite of short pastorates. Their combined years in this church were less 
than ten. The remaining years were vacancies. 


The first week of April, 1929, Rev. Thurlow Fraser, D. D., assumed the 
pastorate. Out of one hundred and ninety-six communicants last reported, 
one hundred and twenty-four resident members were discovered. There 
were some non-residents recorded. Many had simply vanished. In ten 
years by very careful, conservative methods, two hundred and fifty-two 
(one hundred and seventy-nine on confession and seventy-three by certifi- 
cate) have been added. Deducting losses by removals and deaths the mem- 
bership now is three hundred and twenty-two. The Sunday School, unusually 
well organized, has at times reached an enrollment of five hundred and sixty, 
with nearly sixty teachers and officers. From October to May, inclusive, 
each year a record of the attendance of teachers and officers is carefully 
kept. The past year it was 99.88% of perfect attendance. It rarely falls 
below 99%. 


In a busy industrial community, now engaged in manufacture of dyes 
and chemicals, a body of devoted men and women work in perfect harmony 
to maintain the spiritual ideal of life, and Jesus Christ a Savior. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BLACKWOOD TERRACE, N. J. 
ORGANIZED FEBRUARY 20, 1923 


During the year 1921, some Christian parents, residents of Blackwood 
Terrace, became concerned over the lack of Sunday School privileges for 
their children. With the assistance of Grenloch and Blackwood friends, 
a community Sunday School was organized, meeting in the Union Fire 
Company Hall. Preaching services, also, were held at stated intervals. 


On February 20, 1923, feeling the need of union with a larger group of 
Christians, a meeting was called and a Presbyterian Church was organized. 
Twenty-eight united with the church as charter members. Elder Fred H. 
Bateman, of Grenloch; Rev. Edward J. Ardis, of Blackwood, and Rev. R. H. 
Gage, D. D., of Wenonah, greatly assisted at this time of organization. 
Dr. Gage became the first Moderator of the Session. 


The Sunday School and church continued to use the hall of the Fire 
Company until 1929, when the present church edifice was erected, through 
the sacrificial efforts of the people and the help of our Board of National 
Missions. The building was dedicated May 5, 1929, with appropriate cere- 
monies. The sermon was preached by Rev. N. J. Sproul, D. D., Moderator 
of the Presbytery of West Jersey. 
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Rev. Cedric V. Miller became stated supply and Moderator of the Session 
in 1924 and served the church until February 1, 1932. July 1, 1932, Rev. 
R. Clyde Smith became stated supply and Moderator of the Session. A 
Mortgage Burning Service, celebrating the liquidating of the church’s in- 
debtedness to the Board of National Missions was held April 24, 1938. The 
present membership of the church is eighty-eight, of the Sunday School, 
one hundred and five. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
PITMAN, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JUNE 24, 1923 


On April 22, 1923, in the Itaska Building, some 
eighty-five persons gathered with several Presby- 
terian clergymen who had made numerous visits 
to town during 1922-1923, and decided to formulate 
plans for the organization of a Presbyterian 
Church in Pitman. A petition was presented to 
the Presbytery of West Jersey on June 19, 1923, 
asking that such a church be established. This request was granted and 
on June 24, 1923, the First Presbyterian Church of Pitman was organized, 
having a charter membership of ninety-nine persons. The Sunday School 
was organized on September 2, 19238, with forty members, divided into five 
classes. Today the school is divided into four departments with thirty-six 
classes of three hundred and forty-three members, in addition to the Home 
and Cradle Roll Departments. 





Meeting from time to time in such places as the Itaska Building, the 
Park Theatre, the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church, and in private 
homes, the need of a building was soon felt. On August 7, 1923, the block 
upon which the church stands was purchased. Two years later on September 
13, 1925, the corner stone of the building was laid, and on April 25, 1926, 
the present edifice, comprising the Sunday School and the social hall of the 
contemplated structure, was dedicated. Within five years the beauty of 
the building had been increased by the additions of such memorials as 
windows, organ, pulpit furniture, bell, baptismal font, and other similar 
gifts. More recent memorial additions have included a controlled lighting 
arrangement, and the installation of pews and choir chairs. By 1927 
the church had become self-supporting and no longer received financial aid 
from the Synodical Home Mission Board. 


Following the Rev. James N. McDowell who assisted materially in the 
organizing of the church, and who was appointed the stated supply of the 
new organization, which position he held until September 30, 1923, the 
church has had but two pastors. On February 14, 1924, the Rev. T. 
Reber Taggart was called to become the first pastor of the young church. 
The Call was accepted, and he began his pastorate on April 20, 1924. After 
eleven years of fruitful ministry in Pitman, Mr. Taggart resigned from the 
active pastorate in December, 1935. The present pastor, the Rev. Eben. Cobb 
Brink, was called to the church in July, 1936. Accepting the Call, he was 
installed as the second pastor of the church on September 22, 1936. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ALBION, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JULY 1, 1924 


On October 18, 1912, a group of interested and enthusiastic people met 
in the home of Mr. McCunch and decided to establish a work of the 
Presbyterian order in Albion. 


In December of that year Mr. James Lyons, of Philadelphia, gave four 
lots, 80 x 120 feet, and in the Spring of 1913 a building was erected on them. 


The enterprise was known at first as the Albion Mission of St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church of Laurel Springs, whose pastor, the Rev. Charles 
Barrett, D. D., was in charge, and to whom great credit is due for the 
success of the church. 


On July 1, 1924, the organization of the church was effected by the 
Presbytery of West Jersey, and Messrs. Thos. C. Entriken and T. Earl 
Walker were elected the first elders. 


The Rev. Denis McAllister, of Berlin, was appointed as Moderator 
and continued as such until 1931, during which time the church had various 
supplies. 


In September, 1931, the Rev. Joseph H. Schaeffer, of Barrington, was 
appointed Moderator and continued serving in that capacity until 1937 when 
he entered into rest. During these years the church made progress. 


The Rev. James A. Donahue, of Clayton, is the present Moderator, and 
Messrs. Elmer E. Shaw and Thos. C. Entriken are the elders. There are 
thirty names on the church roll, and about forty in the Sunday School. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ASHLAND, N. J. 
ORGANIZED JULY 21, 1924 


February 17, 1907, a group of Christians were called together in the 
home of Mr. William McFadden for the purpose of discussing ways and 
means of organizing a Sunday School and church in Ashland. 


It was decided to hold all meetings in the McFadden home for awhile, 
and that they should have a Union Sunday School to meet each Sunday 
afternoon. Mr. McFadden was elected Superintendent, and Miss Elizabeth 
Hurff, assistant. The following Sunday a regular session was held at 
which time there were thirty-seven present. 


On April 5, 1907, a building site, 100 x 200, was donated by the Ebert 
Brothers upon which the church now stands. As the congregation desired 
to become affiliated with a regular organized church a committee was 
appointed to interview the Session of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Haddonfield. The Session gave them a very hearty welcome, and as 
the result of this meeting the Ashland Chapel of the Haddonfield Church 
was constituted, and fourteen persons were received into full Communion. 

A contract was awarded on November 4th, for the erection of the 
church, and on the 80th of November the corner stone was laid by Mr. 
Aaron Plank, while the services were conducted by the Rev. William Allen, 
pastor of the Haddonfield Church, who proved to be a very faithful friend 
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of the chapel, and who with the Session of his church was always ready to 
lend a helping hand. 

The new church was dedicated on April 16, 1908, the services being 
conducted by the Rev. F. R. Brace, D. D. On November 23, 1912, a special 
service was held for the burning of the mortgage, at which time a fund was 
started by the congregation for the purpose of eventually building a manse. 


June 30, 1924, a petition was presented to the Presbytery of West 
Jersey asking that the Ashland Chapel be organized as a separate congrega- 
tion. This request was granted and on July 21, 1924, this organization was 
completed by Presbytery. November 9, 1925, the contract was awarded for 
the building of the manse at a cost of $4500.00, and was completed during 
that Winter. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary was held on February 28, 1932, the follow- 
ing charter members being present: Mr. and Mrs. William McFadden, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Linn, Mr. Aaron Plank, Miss Elizabeth Hurff, and 
Mrs. Linda M. Peters. 


This church is still the only place of worship in the community. It 
is doing splendid work towards the advancement of God’s Kingdom, and 
through the untiring efforts of the Ladies’ Guild, and with the assistance 
of the Sunday School which has always been financially independent of the 
church the entire church property has been freed of debt. 


The Rev. H. Paul Janes has been the acceptable stated supply since 
January 18, 1938. 





BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
HADDON HEIGHTS, N. J. 
ORGANIZED MAY 26, 1926 


Services are held in a portable chapel provided by the Board of National 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 


The organization meeting took place May 26, 1926. Twenty-eight per- 
sons were present, five of the committee of the Presbytery of West Jersey 
and twenty-three received into membership. Rev. R. H. Gage, of Wenonah, 
presided. Sermon was preached by Rev. William Campbell. Rev. James R. 
Kerr, of Haddon Heights First Church, was appointed Moderator, and has 
ever since maintained a fatherly interest in Bethany. Three elders were 
elected and ordained: James Hamilton, Joseph Sherwin and Stewart Acker- 
man (Clerk). 

The first minister to preach after organization was Rev. J. L. Ewing, 
D. D., Superintendent of Synodical Missions. 

Various ministers, students and elders supplied the pulpit over quite 
a period. 

At the first congregational meeting, May 24, 1926, six Trustees were 
elected: John Stephen, Thomas Hebrew, Wesley Hardwegg, Albert Naylor, 
Leon Bailey and Arthur Downer. Benjamin Bailey was elected Church 
Treasurer. 

Stated supplies who filled the pulpit for longer periods were Mr. 
Harold Voelkell, Rev. William Mc. Nally, Rev. Fred. Matthews, Rev. Nelson 
Buffler, and at present, Rev. Harry M. Taxis. The Board of National 
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Missions has assisted in the financial support of these ministers as the 
church is not self supporting. 

Music for services has been supplied by various pianists, who have 
donated their time and services. 

Mr. Conrad H. Miller, of the First Church, generously gave of his 
time, serving Bethany as Clerk of Session from April, 1928, to July, 1936. 

Active organizations are connected with the church, viz.: The Sunday 
School has one hundred members, with an average attendance of seventy; 
the Women’s Missionary Society, Ladies’ Aid Society, Young People’s Society, 
Junior Christian Endeavor Society, Boy Scout Troop, and Men’s and Women’s 
Bible Classes. 

Several attempts have been made to create a fund for a new building 
and at one time over two thousand dollars was collected, but as conditions 
were unsettled in the church at the time Mr. Buffler left the Presbytery, 
the money was given back to the donors. Another Building Fund Committee 
is now functioning, but progress is slow. 


Active church membership is forty-nine. 


Two worship services are held each Sunday, also a mid-week prayer 
service. Four elders are serving at present and a Board of nine Trustees. 
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Camden, Fourth, m., January 22, 1889 .......ssscercsrssrserensesesnseteessseessssesssens 90 
Camden, Grace, February 20, 1894 ......ccccsccsscsserecsscrsesssereesneesssesecesseseoes 90 
Bridgeton, Irving Avenue, m., March 1, 1894 ...cscccsesessreeereneeseesnsersees 91 
Atlantic City, Olivet, April 27, 1896 .....csccscescssesscerscersesrseeseteeessestnscesecssoes 92 
Audubon, Logan Memorial, m., July 18, 1896 .....sesccersereseeresreetsesseereeees 95 
Holly Beach, m., Wildwood, September 17, 1896 ........sssssesesssessressreeeesenesenees 96 
Ocean City, m., October 23, 1896 ........ccccsesseseesessesreerssessessessseneesensessseeessennes 97 
Atlantic City, Westminster, November 13, 1900 ........sssessersreeresrenseeeseerers 98 
Atlantic City, Chelsea, November 20, 1900 ......sscesssssessesrserseersersresseesseeeseseees 101 
Haddon Heights, November 18, 1901 .......ccsccscsesccsscccsreesrseesseesssesssessasevecsvenes 102 
Laurel Springs, m., February 16, 1902 ......scessesscseereresrerteersersssrecessesersess 103 
Collingswood, March 11, 1903  ........cccsssssssescesssesessenssesesnsesssnseesecsescssessessenes 104 
Camden, Woodland Avenue, May 7, 1908 ....ssecsseessneseserereersrsersrsesseeneres 105 
Barrington, m., January 29, 1908 ou... cccsccressserersecssessenessssnsseesssessesessesseeseess 105 
Vineland, Memorial, m., September 21, 1908 .......cssesereererreersereeserereeeerseseees 106 
Camden, Westminster, November 5, 1908 .......sesssssesreeressenersseessrsssessessensenses 107 
Atlantic City, Jethro, February 14, 1909 .....ssssessreereererseseeersesssescrseseeess 108 
Grenloch, May 7, 1909 .....s.cessscssssseseesseessecrsossssssrsesssesessesssnssssssscnsorssssssseesensenees 109 
Woodbury Heights, m., July 12, 1910 ......sccrserseresreerensenerseesssecserssrsessersenes 111 
West Collingswood, October 22, 1915 ....cccsressesssrrenressessesseseecsrsrrsssersseseess 111 
(Re-organized January 11, 1937) 
Carney’s Point, Union, March 5, 1917 ..scssesesserssesesseererenserecreesssserserensesenrens 112 
Blackwood Terrace, February 20, 1923 .......ssccrcerreerrserscsrecreressssrssteserseseees 115 
Pitman, June 24, 1923 ..cssccssserercseresccssrsesesssesseserssessnsessasseesrsesssescsssesesssresenserens 116 
Albion, July 1, 1924 ...cscccsssssercssseseesseessssssesssstessesssensessssssnsssnessssssseseseeseessenents 117 
Ashland, July 21, 1924 ...csssccsscscscsesceecserseecsssessesenenessssensessessessssssssrssssessenseensats 117 


Haddon Heights, Bethany, May 26, 1926 ......ssssserssrerserererrsersesereseesrereersnres 118 
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